
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell, Ward 2 

l James Nash, Ward 3 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton

Meeting Date:  January 19, 2017
Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Public Hearing regarding a pole petition received from National Grid
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166 of the General Laws, a public 
hearing will be held at 212 Main Street in City Council Chambers on the petition of National Grid 
to erect poles and wires upon, along, under, or across one or more public ways in the City of 
Northampton.  The petition concerns a pole in front of a new development to #121 Hinckley 
Street.

Petition #22975210 

16.211_PolePetition-Hinkley_St..pdf

16.211-dpw-recommendation.pdf

Announcement of a Public Hearing regarding a pole petition received from 
Verizon 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166, of the Massachusetts General 
Laws, a public hearing will be held on February 2, 2017 at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 
212 Main Street in Northampton on the petition of Verizon New England, Inc. to erect a line of 
poles with wires and fixtures on Rust Avenue in Northampton.  

The City Council will hear all persons who wish to be heard thereon.

Petition  #4A0RG417 

16.205-revised-rust-ave-pole-petition_201701041154.pdf

16.205_Rust_Avenue_DPW_Recommendation.pdf

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Stormwater and Flood Control Utility Presentation for FY2015 and FY2016 
by DPW Director Donna LaScaleia in accordance with Chapter 280, 
Section 213 of the Code of Ordinances

Resolutions

17.234 A Resolution declaring Northampton a Fair Employment City - 1st 
Reading

17.234_Resolution_Fair_Employment.pdf

Presentations

Consent Agenda

16.211 Approve National Grid pole petition in front of a new development 
to #121 Hinckley Street
See documents under "Public Hearing" 

Approve Minutes of January 5, 2017 City Council Meeting

Minutes_City_Council_January_5_2017.pdf

16.210 Approve Various Appointments to Committees - On January 9, 
2017 all applicants received a positive recommendation from the 
Committee on City Services 
Community Preservation Committee :

- Linda Morley, 244 Prospect Street, Northampton – January 2017 – June 2019 (reappointment)

Council on Aging: 

- Donna Park, 205 Prospect Street, Northampton – term November 2016 – June 2019 (replacing the expired term of 

Walter Bak)

- Mark NeJame, 47 High Street, Florence – term November 2016 – June 2019 (replacing the expired term of Margo 

Welch)

Historical Commission:

- Barbara Blumenthal, 39 Chapel Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- Bruce Kriviskey, 23 Ice Pond Drive, Florence – term September 2016 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- David Drake, 321 Locust Street, Florence – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- Martha Lyon, 313 Elm Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- Dylan Gaffney, 23 Marshall Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

Zoning Board of Appeals: 

- Bob Riddle, 47 Water Street, Leeds- term March 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- Sara Northrup, 147 Hinckley Street, Florence – term March 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- David Bloomberg, 86 Vermon Street, Northampton - term March 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)

16.210_Appointments_to_Committees-combined_file.pdf

16.217 Approve Appointment of Molly Hale of 96 Oak Street in Florence to 
the Public Shade Tree Commission

Term December 2016 - June 2018 (Filling the unexpired term of Andrew Smith)

On January 9, 2017 Ms. Hale received a positive recommendation from the Committee on City 
Services 

16.217_Combined_File.pdf

17.241 Refer Various Appointments to the Committee on City Services

Human Rights Commission: Booker Bush, 119 Pine Street, Florence, 01062– term January 2017 - June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of  Douglass Ross)

 Arts Council: Kathy Murri, 50 Laurel Park, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 (Replacing 
the expired term of Jean- Paul Maitinsky)

Planning Board: Samuel Taylor, 245 North Street, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of Al Neal)

Zoning Board: Maureen Scanlon, 197 Nonotuck Street, Florence, 01062- term January 2017- June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of Sanford Weil)

17.241_Appointments_memo.pdf

17.241_Appointments_Various_Committees.pdf

17.243 Approve Applications (2) for Taxi Cab License for Cosmic Cab 
Company

17.243_cosmic_cab_taxi_cab_license.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

17.237 An Order to transfer Free Cash to Capital Stabilization and 
Stabilization Funds - 1st Reading

17.237_Free_Cash_to_Stabilization_and_Capital_Stabilization.pdf

17.238 An Order to transfer water and sewer retained earnings into 
Stabilization Funds for water and sewer - 1st Reading

17.238_Retained_Earnings_Water_and_Sewer_to_Water_and_Sewer_Stabilization_Funds_FY17.pdf

17.239 An Order To authorize the creation of a Stormwater and Flood 
Control Stabilization Fund and transfer free cash into the Fund

17.239_New_Stabilization_Fund_for_Storm_Water-Sub.pdf

17.240 An Order to authorize the creation of a Solid Waste Stabilization 
Fund and to transfer free cash into that fund - 1st Reading

17.240_New_Stabilization_Fund_for_Solid_Waste.pdf

17.242 An Order to authorize the appropriation of free cash to NPS 
McKinney Vento Transportation Fund and Integrated Municipal Data 
System Capital Project Fund - 1st Reading

17.242_FreeCash_to_NPS_Mckinney_Vento_and_Data_Integration_Capital_Project.pdf

16.226 An Order to authorize expenditure of $3,120 from Senior Services 
Gift Fund - 2nd Reading

16.226_Senior_Services_Gift_Fund.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.227 An Order to authorize payment of a prior year bill in the amount of 
$1,379 for legal work - 2nd Reading

16.227_Prior_Year_Bills_for_Jankowski_and_Spencer.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

Orders

17.235 An Order regarding Wage compliance certificates in License - 1st 
Reading

17.235_Wage_Compliance_Order.pdf

17.232 An Order to modify City Council Rules - Requires only one reading

17.232_Council_Rule_Change--Revised_By_Legislative_Matters.pdf

17.232_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.228 An Order to declare surplus space at NHS for the purpose of 
leasing to public access television - 2nd Reading

16.228_Surplus_NHS_space_for_Public_Access_TV.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.229 An Order to authorize a five-year contract for ticket processing 

services - 2nd Reading

16.229_Five_Year_Contract_for_Ticket_Processing_Services.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.230 An Order to accept a storm drain easement on Holyoke Street - 2nd 
Reading

16.230_Order_for_VCDC_Storm_Drain_EASEMENT.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

17.231 An order to authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift one or more 
public right of way easements on the Sturbridge Development LLC 
property - 2nd Reading

17.231_Order_Sturbridge_Development_Village_Hill_EASEMENT.pdf

Ordinances

16.184 - Relative to Heavy Equipment Operation - Positive 
recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters -1st Reading

16.184_Heavy_Equipment.pdf

16.184_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.213 RELATIVE TO PARKING ON CENTER STREET AND MARKET 

STREET - Positive Recommendation from the Committee on Legislative 
Matters - 1st Reading

16.213_Market_Center_Street.pdf

16.213_pic.pdf

16.213_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.214 RELATIVE TO A YIELD SIGN ON MAPLE STREET - Positive 
Recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters - 1st Reading

16.214_Yield_Maple_St.pdf

16.214_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study Requests

Committee Study Request: the Committee on Community Resources will 

give its final report on the study of Northampton's downtown economy

FinalReportCSR-Comm-Resources-To_City_Council.pdf

Committee Study Request for Referral to the City Council Committee on 
Finance

CSR-Finance-2017.pdf

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers
Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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Committee Study Request for Referral to the City Council Committee on 
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CSR-Finance-2017.pdf
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell, Ward 2 

l James Nash, Ward 3 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton

Meeting Date:  January 19, 2017
Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Public Hearing regarding a pole petition received from National Grid
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166 of the General Laws, a public 
hearing will be held at 212 Main Street in City Council Chambers on the petition of National Grid 
to erect poles and wires upon, along, under, or across one or more public ways in the City of 
Northampton.  The petition concerns a pole in front of a new development to #121 Hinckley 
Street.

Petition #22975210 

16.211_PolePetition-Hinkley_St..pdf

16.211-dpw-recommendation.pdf

Announcement of a Public Hearing regarding a pole petition received from 
Verizon 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166, of the Massachusetts General 
Laws, a public hearing will be held on February 2, 2017 at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 
212 Main Street in Northampton on the petition of Verizon New England, Inc. to erect a line of 
poles with wires and fixtures on Rust Avenue in Northampton.  

The City Council will hear all persons who wish to be heard thereon.

Petition  #4A0RG417 

16.205-revised-rust-ave-pole-petition_201701041154.pdf

16.205_Rust_Avenue_DPW_Recommendation.pdf

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Stormwater and Flood Control Utility Presentation for FY2015 and FY2016 
by DPW Director Donna LaScaleia in accordance with Chapter 280, 
Section 213 of the Code of Ordinances

Resolutions

17.234 A Resolution declaring Northampton a Fair Employment City - 1st 
Reading

17.234_Resolution_Fair_Employment.pdf

Presentations

Consent Agenda

16.211 Approve National Grid pole petition in front of a new development 
to #121 Hinckley Street
See documents under "Public Hearing" 

Approve Minutes of January 5, 2017 City Council Meeting

Minutes_City_Council_January_5_2017.pdf

16.210 Approve Various Appointments to Committees - On January 9, 
2017 all applicants received a positive recommendation from the 
Committee on City Services 
Community Preservation Committee :

- Linda Morley, 244 Prospect Street, Northampton – January 2017 – June 2019 (reappointment)

Council on Aging: 

- Donna Park, 205 Prospect Street, Northampton – term November 2016 – June 2019 (replacing the expired term of 

Walter Bak)

- Mark NeJame, 47 High Street, Florence – term November 2016 – June 2019 (replacing the expired term of Margo 

Welch)

Historical Commission:

- Barbara Blumenthal, 39 Chapel Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- Bruce Kriviskey, 23 Ice Pond Drive, Florence – term September 2016 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- David Drake, 321 Locust Street, Florence – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- Martha Lyon, 313 Elm Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- Dylan Gaffney, 23 Marshall Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

Zoning Board of Appeals: 

- Bob Riddle, 47 Water Street, Leeds- term March 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- Sara Northrup, 147 Hinckley Street, Florence – term March 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- David Bloomberg, 86 Vermon Street, Northampton - term March 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)

16.210_Appointments_to_Committees-combined_file.pdf

16.217 Approve Appointment of Molly Hale of 96 Oak Street in Florence to 
the Public Shade Tree Commission

Term December 2016 - June 2018 (Filling the unexpired term of Andrew Smith)

On January 9, 2017 Ms. Hale received a positive recommendation from the Committee on City 
Services 

16.217_Combined_File.pdf

17.241 Refer Various Appointments to the Committee on City Services

Human Rights Commission: Booker Bush, 119 Pine Street, Florence, 01062– term January 2017 - June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of  Douglass Ross)

 Arts Council: Kathy Murri, 50 Laurel Park, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 (Replacing 
the expired term of Jean- Paul Maitinsky)

Planning Board: Samuel Taylor, 245 North Street, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of Al Neal)

Zoning Board: Maureen Scanlon, 197 Nonotuck Street, Florence, 01062- term January 2017- June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of Sanford Weil)

17.241_Appointments_memo.pdf

17.241_Appointments_Various_Committees.pdf

17.243 Approve Applications (2) for Taxi Cab License for Cosmic Cab 
Company

17.243_cosmic_cab_taxi_cab_license.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

17.237 An Order to transfer Free Cash to Capital Stabilization and 
Stabilization Funds - 1st Reading

17.237_Free_Cash_to_Stabilization_and_Capital_Stabilization.pdf

17.238 An Order to transfer water and sewer retained earnings into 
Stabilization Funds for water and sewer - 1st Reading

17.238_Retained_Earnings_Water_and_Sewer_to_Water_and_Sewer_Stabilization_Funds_FY17.pdf

17.239 An Order To authorize the creation of a Stormwater and Flood 
Control Stabilization Fund and transfer free cash into the Fund

17.239_New_Stabilization_Fund_for_Storm_Water-Sub.pdf

17.240 An Order to authorize the creation of a Solid Waste Stabilization 
Fund and to transfer free cash into that fund - 1st Reading

17.240_New_Stabilization_Fund_for_Solid_Waste.pdf

17.242 An Order to authorize the appropriation of free cash to NPS 
McKinney Vento Transportation Fund and Integrated Municipal Data 
System Capital Project Fund - 1st Reading

17.242_FreeCash_to_NPS_Mckinney_Vento_and_Data_Integration_Capital_Project.pdf

16.226 An Order to authorize expenditure of $3,120 from Senior Services 
Gift Fund - 2nd Reading

16.226_Senior_Services_Gift_Fund.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.227 An Order to authorize payment of a prior year bill in the amount of 
$1,379 for legal work - 2nd Reading

16.227_Prior_Year_Bills_for_Jankowski_and_Spencer.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf
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17.235 An Order regarding Wage compliance certificates in License - 1st 
Reading
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17.232 An Order to modify City Council Rules - Requires only one reading

17.232_Council_Rule_Change--Revised_By_Legislative_Matters.pdf

17.232_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.228 An Order to declare surplus space at NHS for the purpose of 
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16.229 An Order to authorize a five-year contract for ticket processing 
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17.231 An order to authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift one or more 
public right of way easements on the Sturbridge Development LLC 
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$1,379 for legal work - 2nd Reading

16.227_Prior_Year_Bills_for_Jankowski_and_Spencer.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

Orders

17.235 An Order regarding Wage compliance certificates in License - 1st 
Reading

17.235_Wage_Compliance_Order.pdf

17.232 An Order to modify City Council Rules - Requires only one reading

17.232_Council_Rule_Change--Revised_By_Legislative_Matters.pdf

17.232_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.228 An Order to declare surplus space at NHS for the purpose of 
leasing to public access television - 2nd Reading

16.228_Surplus_NHS_space_for_Public_Access_TV.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.229 An Order to authorize a five-year contract for ticket processing 

services - 2nd Reading

16.229_Five_Year_Contract_for_Ticket_Processing_Services.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.230 An Order to accept a storm drain easement on Holyoke Street - 2nd 
Reading

16.230_Order_for_VCDC_Storm_Drain_EASEMENT.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

17.231 An order to authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift one or more 
public right of way easements on the Sturbridge Development LLC 
property - 2nd Reading

17.231_Order_Sturbridge_Development_Village_Hill_EASEMENT.pdf

Ordinances

16.184 - Relative to Heavy Equipment Operation - Positive 
recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters -1st Reading

16.184_Heavy_Equipment.pdf

16.184_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.213 RELATIVE TO PARKING ON CENTER STREET AND MARKET 

STREET - Positive Recommendation from the Committee on Legislative 
Matters - 1st Reading

16.213_Market_Center_Street.pdf

16.213_pic.pdf

16.213_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.214 RELATIVE TO A YIELD SIGN ON MAPLE STREET - Positive 
Recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters - 1st Reading

16.214_Yield_Maple_St.pdf

16.214_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study Requests

Committee Study Request: the Committee on Community Resources will 

give its final report on the study of Northampton's downtown economy

FinalReportCSR-Comm-Resources-To_City_Council.pdf

Committee Study Request for Referral to the City Council Committee on 
Finance

CSR-Finance-2017.pdf

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers
Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov

1.
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell, Ward 2 

l James Nash, Ward 3 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton

Meeting Date:  January 19, 2017
Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Public Hearing regarding a pole petition received from National Grid
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166 of the General Laws, a public 
hearing will be held at 212 Main Street in City Council Chambers on the petition of National Grid 
to erect poles and wires upon, along, under, or across one or more public ways in the City of 
Northampton.  The petition concerns a pole in front of a new development to #121 Hinckley 
Street.

Petition #22975210 

16.211_PolePetition-Hinkley_St..pdf

16.211-dpw-recommendation.pdf

Announcement of a Public Hearing regarding a pole petition received from 
Verizon 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166, of the Massachusetts General 
Laws, a public hearing will be held on February 2, 2017 at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 
212 Main Street in Northampton on the petition of Verizon New England, Inc. to erect a line of 
poles with wires and fixtures on Rust Avenue in Northampton.  

The City Council will hear all persons who wish to be heard thereon.

Petition  #4A0RG417 

16.205-revised-rust-ave-pole-petition_201701041154.pdf

16.205_Rust_Avenue_DPW_Recommendation.pdf

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Stormwater and Flood Control Utility Presentation for FY2015 and FY2016 
by DPW Director Donna LaScaleia in accordance with Chapter 280, 
Section 213 of the Code of Ordinances

Resolutions

17.234 A Resolution declaring Northampton a Fair Employment City - 1st 
Reading

17.234_Resolution_Fair_Employment.pdf

Presentations

Consent Agenda

16.211 Approve National Grid pole petition in front of a new development 
to #121 Hinckley Street
See documents under "Public Hearing" 

Approve Minutes of January 5, 2017 City Council Meeting

Minutes_City_Council_January_5_2017.pdf

16.210 Approve Various Appointments to Committees - On January 9, 
2017 all applicants received a positive recommendation from the 
Committee on City Services 
Community Preservation Committee :

- Linda Morley, 244 Prospect Street, Northampton – January 2017 – June 2019 (reappointment)

Council on Aging: 

- Donna Park, 205 Prospect Street, Northampton – term November 2016 – June 2019 (replacing the expired term of 

Walter Bak)

- Mark NeJame, 47 High Street, Florence – term November 2016 – June 2019 (replacing the expired term of Margo 

Welch)

Historical Commission:

- Barbara Blumenthal, 39 Chapel Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- Bruce Kriviskey, 23 Ice Pond Drive, Florence – term September 2016 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- David Drake, 321 Locust Street, Florence – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- Martha Lyon, 313 Elm Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- Dylan Gaffney, 23 Marshall Street, Northampton – term September 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

Zoning Board of Appeals: 

- Bob Riddle, 47 Water Street, Leeds- term March 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)

- Sara Northrup, 147 Hinckley Street, Florence – term March 2016 – June 2019 (reappointment)

- David Bloomberg, 86 Vermon Street, Northampton - term March 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)

16.210_Appointments_to_Committees-combined_file.pdf

16.217 Approve Appointment of Molly Hale of 96 Oak Street in Florence to 
the Public Shade Tree Commission

Term December 2016 - June 2018 (Filling the unexpired term of Andrew Smith)

On January 9, 2017 Ms. Hale received a positive recommendation from the Committee on City 
Services 

16.217_Combined_File.pdf

17.241 Refer Various Appointments to the Committee on City Services

Human Rights Commission: Booker Bush, 119 Pine Street, Florence, 01062– term January 2017 - June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of  Douglass Ross)

 Arts Council: Kathy Murri, 50 Laurel Park, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 (Replacing 
the expired term of Jean- Paul Maitinsky)

Planning Board: Samuel Taylor, 245 North Street, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of Al Neal)

Zoning Board: Maureen Scanlon, 197 Nonotuck Street, Florence, 01062- term January 2017- June 2020 
(Replacing the expired term of Sanford Weil)

17.241_Appointments_memo.pdf

17.241_Appointments_Various_Committees.pdf

17.243 Approve Applications (2) for Taxi Cab License for Cosmic Cab 
Company

17.243_cosmic_cab_taxi_cab_license.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

17.237 An Order to transfer Free Cash to Capital Stabilization and 
Stabilization Funds - 1st Reading

17.237_Free_Cash_to_Stabilization_and_Capital_Stabilization.pdf

17.238 An Order to transfer water and sewer retained earnings into 
Stabilization Funds for water and sewer - 1st Reading

17.238_Retained_Earnings_Water_and_Sewer_to_Water_and_Sewer_Stabilization_Funds_FY17.pdf

17.239 An Order To authorize the creation of a Stormwater and Flood 
Control Stabilization Fund and transfer free cash into the Fund

17.239_New_Stabilization_Fund_for_Storm_Water-Sub.pdf

17.240 An Order to authorize the creation of a Solid Waste Stabilization 
Fund and to transfer free cash into that fund - 1st Reading

17.240_New_Stabilization_Fund_for_Solid_Waste.pdf

17.242 An Order to authorize the appropriation of free cash to NPS 
McKinney Vento Transportation Fund and Integrated Municipal Data 
System Capital Project Fund - 1st Reading

17.242_FreeCash_to_NPS_Mckinney_Vento_and_Data_Integration_Capital_Project.pdf

16.226 An Order to authorize expenditure of $3,120 from Senior Services 
Gift Fund - 2nd Reading

16.226_Senior_Services_Gift_Fund.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.227 An Order to authorize payment of a prior year bill in the amount of 
$1,379 for legal work - 2nd Reading

16.227_Prior_Year_Bills_for_Jankowski_and_Spencer.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

Orders

17.235 An Order regarding Wage compliance certificates in License - 1st 
Reading

17.235_Wage_Compliance_Order.pdf

17.232 An Order to modify City Council Rules - Requires only one reading

17.232_Council_Rule_Change--Revised_By_Legislative_Matters.pdf

17.232_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.228 An Order to declare surplus space at NHS for the purpose of 
leasing to public access television - 2nd Reading

16.228_Surplus_NHS_space_for_Public_Access_TV.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.229 An Order to authorize a five-year contract for ticket processing 

services - 2nd Reading

16.229_Five_Year_Contract_for_Ticket_Processing_Services.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

16.230 An Order to accept a storm drain easement on Holyoke Street - 2nd 
Reading

16.230_Order_for_VCDC_Storm_Drain_EASEMENT.pdf

Additional Item Information.pdf

17.231 An order to authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift one or more 
public right of way easements on the Sturbridge Development LLC 
property - 2nd Reading

17.231_Order_Sturbridge_Development_Village_Hill_EASEMENT.pdf

Ordinances

16.184 - Relative to Heavy Equipment Operation - Positive 
recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters -1st Reading

16.184_Heavy_Equipment.pdf

16.184_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.213 RELATIVE TO PARKING ON CENTER STREET AND MARKET 

STREET - Positive Recommendation from the Committee on Legislative 
Matters - 1st Reading

16.213_Market_Center_Street.pdf

16.213_pic.pdf

16.213_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

16.214 RELATIVE TO A YIELD SIGN ON MAPLE STREET - Positive 
Recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters - 1st Reading

16.214_Yield_Maple_St.pdf

16.214_Legis_Matters_Report.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study Requests

Committee Study Request: the Committee on Community Resources will 

give its final report on the study of Northampton's downtown economy

FinalReportCSR-Comm-Resources-To_City_Council.pdf

Committee Study Request for Referral to the City Council Committee on 
Finance

CSR-Finance-2017.pdf

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers
Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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mailto:ppowers@northamptonma.gov
http://www.northamptonma.gov/6d24393e-38e9-40eb-a512-f999f8bcf15e




































17.234 

 

 

 

 

In the City Council, January 19th, in the Year Two Thousand and Seventeen 

Upon the recommendation of Councilor Alisa F. Klein and Councilor Maureen Carney 

 

R-17.234 

A Resolution  

Declaring Northampton a Fair Employment City 

WHEREAS, the residents of and visitors to the City of Northampton annually spends hundreds 

of thousands of dollars purchasing food, apparel and other goods; and 

WHEREAS, locally owned businesses provide essential employment opportunities and 

contribute to the character and unique identity of our community; and  

WHEREAS, ensuring fair employment practices in Northampton provides workers with the 

rights to which they are entitled under both state and federal law, consumers with the knowledge 

that those who serve them are treated ethically, and local businesses an enhanced opportunity to 

make a positive economic and social impact in our communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, ensuring decent working conditions and fair wages for workers is an essential part 

of investment in local economies and sustainable employment practices; and 

 

WHEREAS, the practice commonly known as “wage theft”- improperly withholding payment 

from employees and failing to pay them in accordance with state and federal wage and hour laws 

- harms the well-being of workers, their families, and their communities, as well as the reputation 

of employers; and 

 

WHEREAS, low income and immigrant workers, and workers who are non-native English 

speakers are most vulnerable to this practice; and 

 

WHEREAS, workers in the hospitality service industry are also vulnerable to this practice; and 

 

WHEREAS, the misclassification of employees as independent contractors presents one of the 

most serious problems facing affected workers in the construction industry and misclassified 

workers often are denied access to critical benefits and protections to which they are entitled, 

such as the minimum wage, overtime compensation, family and medical leave, unemployment 

insurance, and safe workplaces; and 

 



17.234 

WHEREAS, the high cost of wage theft to the City, its business community, and its residents 

impedes the City’s economic development and growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton has the opportunity to lead by example and present a 

model of economic and social responsibility and sustainability, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton expresses its support for sustainable and equitable 

commerce, construction, and economic development; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to ensure that potential and current recipients of licenses issued 

under G.L. chapter 138 and chapter 140, and recipients of Community Preservation Act funds 

and Tax Increment Financing comply with applicable wage laws; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton in its Buy Local/Buy Fair Resolution (April 17, 2008), 

recognizes the important role that local businesses have in the diversity and sustainability of our 

economy and is strongly committed to protecting our local business base; and  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Northampton, Massachusetts 

decrees Northampton a “FAIR EMPLOYMENT CITY” in the United States; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as authorized under M.G.L. c. 30B and c. 149, Section 44, 

the City of Northampton should award bids for goods and services and public construction to 

responsible contractors alone. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in the City of Northampton, vendors and/or contractors who 

violate the state and federal wage and hour laws should be deemed not responsible and therefore, 

should not be awarded contracts from the City of Northampton.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we endorse an Executive Policy Order addressing these 

issues with regard to procurement and Tax Increment Financing. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on the City of Northampton License Commission to 

ensure that applicants for licenses pursuant to M.G.L. c. 138 or M.G.L. c. 140 certify compliance 

with applicable wage laws. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call on the Community Preservation Committee to 

ensure that applicants for Community Preservation Act funding, as well as any contractors and 

subcontractors on these publicly-supported projects, certify compliance with applicable wage 

laws and ensure that contractors used don’t have a recent history of wage theft and tax fraud. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administrative Assistant to the City Council shall cause 

a copy of this resolution to be sent to the City of Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee and the City of Northampton License Commission. 

 

 































































































 

MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ 
 

City of Northampton 

Office of the Mayor 

210 Main Street Room 12 

Northampton, MA  01060-3199 

(413) 587-1249     Fax: (413) 587-1275 

mayor@northamptonma.gov 

 
 

DATE:             December 13, 2016 

 

TO:                  City Council 

 

FROM:            Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

SUBJECT:     Appointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions 

 

Please find the attached appointments and re-appointments to City Boards, Committees, and 

Commissions: 

 

Public Shade Tree Commission: 

- Molly Hale, 96 Oak Street, Florence MA – term December 2016 - June 2018  

(Filling the unexpired term of Andrew Smith) 

 

 
Cc: City Clerk, Wendy Mazza 



12/13/2016 City of Northampton Mail ­ Online Form Submittal: Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and Commissions

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=17405a3193&view=pt&cat=*Elyssa&search=cat&th=158b17ba1978f327&siml=158b17ba1978f327 1/2

Mayor of Northampton Mass. <mayor@northamptonma.gov>

Online Form Submittal: Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and
Commissions 
1 message

noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com> Tue, Nov 29, 2016 at 2:06 PM
To: mayor@northamptonma.gov

Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and
Commissions

City of Northampton Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees, and
Commissions 
Please return the completed form to: Mayor@northamptonma.gov or David J.
Narkewicz, Mayor 210 Main Street, Northampton, MA 01060

First Name Molly

Last Name Hale

Title, if applicable Field not completed.

Address1 96 Oak Street

Address2 Field not completed.

City Florence

State MA

Zip 01062

Home Phone 4135850791

Work Phone 4135850791

Cell Phone 4135850791

Occupation & Place of
Employment

Field not completed.

Email hellomolly@comcast.net

Are you a Northampton
resident?

Yes

Years Lived in Northampton 25+

Age 50 ­ 59

Sex Female

Racial / Ethnic Background caucasian

mailto:Mayor@northamptonma.gov
tel:4135850791
tel:4135850791
tel:4135850791
mailto:hellomolly@comcast.net


12/13/2016 City of Northampton Mail ­ Online Form Submittal: Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and Commissions

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=17405a3193&view=pt&cat=*Elyssa&search=cat&th=158b17ba1978f327&siml=158b17ba1978f327 2/2

Boards and Committees Public Shade Tree Commission

Please list "other" board or
committee of interest

Field not completed.

What skills and experience
will you bring to this
committee assignment?

I'm very familiar with tree identification and ecology. I am a
wildlife biologist/naturalist who is self­employed as a land
conservation consultant. I do habitat assessments, species
inventories, ecological management plans, and education nature
programs. I have experience working with a private consulting
forester doing timber marking and inventory. I have been
involved in climate change activism for many years, including
the Northampton Unitarian Climate Action Group (chair), Climate
Action Now of Western MA, Transition Northampton, and the
Retire your Dryer campaign. I have also served on the Board of
the Broad Brook Coalition. I believe strongly in the power of
neighborhood organizing, having seen the result of my own
organizing efforts in my neighborhood. The climate related
benefits of street trees are the strongest benefits for me, and I'm
excited about helping to plan and promote this effort.

Are you currently serving or
have you served on any city
committee?

No

Please list other city
committees you have served
on

Florence

Required: Please read the following, by signing below you state that you understand
and agree. 
The filing of this form does not guarantee my appointment. An application is kept on
file for two (2) years; after that I must file a new application. Being appointed to a
committee, board, or commission means that I am considered a Municipal Employee
under MGL Chapter 268A and thereby subject to Conflict of Interest Law MGL
Chapter 268A, Financial Disclosure Law MGL Chapter 268B, as well as Open
Meeting Law MGL Chapter 39: Section 23B. I understand that I will take the conflict of
interest test after being appointed and that I also must be sworn in by the City Clerk. I
will contact the appointing authority with any questions about my service. Important:
Once this form is submitted it becomes a public document, if there is information you
do not want open to the public please do not include it on this form.

Signature Molly Hale

Date 11/29/2016

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

http://www.northamptonma.gov/Admin/FormCenter/Submissions/Edit?id=1245&formID=45&submissionDataDisplayType=0&backURL=%2fAdmin%2fFormCenter%2fSubmissions%2fIndex%2f45%3fcategoryID%3d3
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MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ 
 

City of Northampton 

Office of the Mayor 

210 Main Street Room 12 

Northampton, MA  01060-3199 

(413) 587-1249     Fax: (413) 587-1275 

mayor@northamptonma.gov 

 
 

DATE:             January 19
th

, 2017 

 

TO:                  City Council 

 

FROM:            Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

SUBJECT:     Appointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions 

 

Please find the attached appointments and re-appointments to City Boards, Committees, and 

Commissions: 

 

Human Rights Commission: 

- Booker Bush, 119 Pine Street, Florence, 01062– term January 2017 - June 2020 

(Replacing the expired term of  Douglass Ross) 

 

Arts Council: 

- Kathy Murri, 50 Laurel Park, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 2020 

(Replacing the expired term of Jean- Paul Maitinsky) 

 

Planning Board: 

- Samuel Taylor, 245 North Street, Northampton, 01060- term January 2017- June 

2020 (Replacing the expired term of Al Neal) 

 

Zoning Board: 

- Maureen Scanlon, 197 Nonotuck Street, Florence, 01062- term January 2017- June 

2020 (Replacing the expired term of Sanford Weil) 

 
Cc: City Clerk, Wendy Mazza 





































17.237 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

        

In City Council                        January 19, 2017            

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 

17.237 

An Order 

To transfer free cash to various Capital Stabilization and Stabilization Funds 

 

Ordered, that 

  $   1,200,000  be appropriated from the FY17 General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance 

(Free Cash) to the following accounts: 

 

 $600,000      5000  340616   Capital Stabilization Fund 

 $600,000 5000  340574  Stabilization Fund  

  

 



17.238 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council              January 19, 2017                  

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 

17.238 

An Order 

To transfer water and sewer retained earnings into Stabilization Funds for water and sewer 

 

Ordered, that 

 

$485,000 be transferred from the FY17 Water Enterprise retained earnings (free cash) into the 

Water Stabilization Fund and; 

 $775,000 be transferred from the FY17 Sewer Enterprise retained earnings (free cash) into the 

Sewer Stabilization Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



17.239 - Sub 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                     January 19, 2017                

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

17.239 

An Order 

To authorize the creation of a Stormwater and Flood Control Stabilization Fund and transfer 

free cash into the Fund 

 

Ordered, that 

 

                                   Pursuant to Chapter 40, § 5B of the Mass. General Laws, the City Council hereby 

authorizes the creation of a Stormwater and Flood Control Stabilization Fund, for the purpose of funding 

expenditures relative to the operations and capital needs of the City’s stormwater system, and vote to 

transfer from FY17 Stormwater Enterprise Fund retained earnings (free cash) the sum of $250,000 into 

the Stormwater and Flood Control Stabilization Fund.   

 

 

 

 

 



17.240 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                              January 19, 2017       

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 

17.240 

An Order 

To authorize the creation of a Solid Waste Stabilization Fund and to transfer free cash into that fund 

 

Ordered, that 

 

                                   Pursuant to Chapter 40, § 5B of the Mass. General Laws, the City Council hereby 

authorizes the creation of a Solid Waste Stabilization Fund, for the purpose of funding expenditures 

relative to the operations and capital needs of the City’s solid waste programs, and vote to transfer from 

FY17 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund retained earnings (free cash) the sum of $1,500,000 into the Solid 

Waste Stabilization Fund.   

 

 



17.242 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                          January 19, 2017       

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

17.242 

An Order 

To authorize the appropriation of free cash to NPS McKinney Vento Transportation Fund and 

Integrated Municipal Data System Capital Project Fund 

 

Ordered, that 
$ 115,678 be appropriated from the FY17 General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance (Free Cash) to the 

following: 

 

$25,678 to the NPS McKinney Vento Transportation Fund (W0330000  533000) to provide the 

schools with the reimbursement from the Commonwealth which was received by the city for 

the transportation of homeless students in FY16.   

$90,000  to supplement the Integrated Municipal Data System Capital Project funded as part of 

the FY17 Capital Budget.  This additional appropriation will provide additional funding for the 

Asset Management System so that we may have a fully integrated data platform.  ` 

 

 



16.226 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                      January 5, 2017        

 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor  

 

16.226  

An Order  

to authorize expenditure of $3,120 from Senior Services Gift Fund 

 

Ordered, that 
The following expenditure from the Senior Services Gift Fund (2522541-57806) 
be approved: 
 

$3,120 for 13 software licenses for use by seniors in the Senior Center 
computer room  

 

 



http://northamptonma.gov/bca2fb63-95fe-4296-a2d4-0b8fae6f6608


16.227 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

        

In City Council                                January 5, 2017 

 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.227 

An Order 

to authorize payment of a prior year bill in the amount of $1,379 for legal work 

 

BE IT ORDERED 

 

that the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill (FY2016) in the amount of $1,379 

to Jankowski and Spencer, P.C. for legal work relative to a land acquisition project.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://northamptonma.gov/392c8751-aad1-449d-9248-4c96d33611ec


17.235 

 

City of Northampton 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 19, 2017 

Upon the recommendation of Councilor Alisa Klein and Councilor Maureen Carney 

17.235 

An Order 

Wage compliance certificates in License 

 

Ordered, that 

 

WHEREAS,  the practice commonly known as "wage theft" –  improperly  withholding 

payment from employees and failing to pay them according to required schedules – harms the 

well-being of employees, their families, and their communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, low income, immigrant, and limited English proficient workers are most 

vulnerable to this practice; and 

 

WHEREAS, workers in the hospitality service industry are also vulnerable to this 

practice; and 

 

WHEREAS, the high cost of wage theft to the City, its business community, and its 

residents impedes the City's economic development and growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to ensure that potential and current recipients of licenses 

issued under G.L. chapter 140 comply with applicable wage laws; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in the City Council of the City 

of Northampton by St. 2012, c. 277, Art. 2, and every other power hereto enabling, the City 

Council hereby orders and directs as follows: 

 

 

WAGE COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATES IN LICENSES 

 

The Northampton City Council, in issuing licenses under G.L. c. 140, may consider whether a 



17.235 

potential or current licensee has been subject to a federal or state criminal or civil judgment, 

administrative citation, order or final administrative determination resulting from a violation of 

G.L. c. 149, c. 151, or the Fair Labor Standards Act in determining whether to issue, re-issue, 

modify, suspend or revoke a license. The City Council may require a wage bond or insurance be 

posted by any potential licensee who has been subject to a federal or state criminal or civil 

judgment, administrative citation, order or final administrative determination resulting from a 

violation of G.L. c. 149, c. 151, or the Fair Labor Standards Act. Licensees that are subject to a 

state or federal debarment for violation of the above laws, either voluntarily or involuntarily, or 

that have been prohibited from contracting with the Commonwealth or any of its agencies or 

subdivisions shall be prohibited from holding, or continuing to hold, licenses issued under G.L. 

c. 140, for the entire period of debarment or other stated time period. 

 

 



 

17.232 

As revised by the Committee on Legislative Matters 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the City Council, January 5th, 2017 

Upon the Recommendation of Councilors Ryan R. O’Donnell and William H. Dwight 
 

 

O-17.232 
AN ORDER 

 

TO AMEND THE COUNCIL RULES 
 

Ordered, that the following amendments to the Rules be adopted: 

 

 

2.6.1.4. COMMITTEE on LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

 

2.6.1.4.1. Upon referral by the City Council, tThe Committee shall have 

the power to make recommendations on ordinances, orders, resolutions and the 

rules of the City Council. The Committee shall also make Such recommendations 

on all proposed ordinances, shall be made in consultation with the City Solicitor. 

 

2.6.1.4.2.  The Committee may choose to be the last committee to review any 

matter that is also referred to another Council committee. The Committee shall 

not be required to wait to receive the report of any executive commission. 

 

2.6.1.4.3. The Committee shall consist of four Councilors. 

 

2.6.1.4.4. Related departments, boards and agencies: Legal Services; City 

Clerk; License Commission; and any other department, board or agency. 

 

 

2.6.2.6. Duty to report. For the purposes of this section, “tTo report” shall mean 

transmitting a positive/favorable, negative/unfavorable or neutral recommendation and 

associated votes as well as any suggested textual amendments and related documents. 

 

2.6.2.6.1 For matters referred to the Committee on Legislative Matters, 

among others: All committees other than the Committee on Legislative Matters 

shall report to the Committee on Legislative Matters and the City Council within 

60 days, whereupon the Committee on Legislative Matters shall report to the full 

City Council within an additional 30 days. 

 

2.6.2.6.2 For matters referred to the Committee on Legislative Matters 

exclusively: The Committee on Legislative Matters shall report to the full City 

Council within 60 days. 



 

17.232 

As revised by the Committee on Legislative Matters 

 

2.6.2.6.3 For matters referred to committees not including the Committee on 

Legislative Matters: Committees shall report to the full City Council within 90 

days. 

 

2.6.2.6.4 Committees shall make all reports in writing. 

 

 

5.2. REFERRAL OF MATTERS TO COMMITTEES. 

 

5.2.1. In general, all matters may be referred to Council committees or executive 

multiple-member bodies, which shall constitute a request for a report on 

such matters. or their report. 

 

5.2.2. Financial orders. No order or resolution authorizing a loan, the levying of a 

tax or the expenditure of money (with the exception of the printing of the annual 

reports) shall be voted on by the City Council until it has been considered by the 

Committee on Finance. It shall be the duty of such committee to report on the 

relation of such order, resolution, levy or expenditures to the finances of the City, 

but new provisions shall not be added to such resolution, order, levy or 

expenditure by the Committee unless directly connected with the financial 

features thereof, and then by recommendation only. 

 

5.2.3. Ordinances. No ordinance shall be voted on by the City Council until it has 

been considered by the Committee on Legislative Matters. 

 

5.2.4. Licenses and permits. Licenses and permits may be referred to the 

Committee on Community Resources for the committee’s recommendation. 

 

5.2.5 Should a committee fail to report within the time set forth in Section 

2.6.2.6, or if a multiple-member body fails to report within 45 days of 

referral to that body, the City Council shall be authorized to proceed with 

the matter in absence of such report. 

 

5.1.2 PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL, MAYOR. Every new ordinance, order and 

resolution or other matter proposed by a City Councilor, Council committee, the Office 

of the Mayor including City Departments and Executive Commissions to be submitted 

for City Council action shall be forwarded to the Mayor, Council President and 

Administrative Assistant to the City Council. for placement on the agenda of the City 

Council. 

 

5.3  SOLICITOR REVIEW OF ORDINANCES. At or before the meeting at which the 

Committee on Legislative Matters considers any matter for approval and/or 

recommendation the City Solicitor shall be requested to examine the matter’s form 

and legal character. 

 

 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

17.232 An Order for Council Rule Changes

From:

Comm. on Legislative Matters

Date of Meeting 1 /9 /2017

Recommendation:

Positive As Amended

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the proposed changes and heard from Councilor O'Donnell about 
the proposed changes to the Council Rules.  The Committee also heard testimony from Mr. 
Anthony Patillo who raised concerns about the proposed changes.  Mr. Patillo's testimony 
weighed heavily into the committee's decision to amend the order as originally proposed.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

Councilor O’Donnell explained that two Council meetings ago a technical change was made 
to City Council rules to change the word “referred” to the word “considered” so that 
orders and ordinances have to be “considered” by Legislative Matters as opposed to have 
to be first “referred” there.  This meant that the committee could add things to their 
agenda and post in accordance with the open meeting laws and consider items without 
having been referred by City Council.  Councilor O’Donnell thought that there would be 
more flexibility and perhaps creativity from committees if they had the power to originate 
ideas.  After hearing from the public and other City Councilors, Councilor O’Donnell now 
understands that people are more comfortable with the process of referral.  Councilor 
O’Donnell is now attempting to switch back to the way things were done in the past.  The 
purpose of this ordinance before the committee today will be to require items to be 
referred from City Council to the committee. 

Councilor Murphy explained that changing back means that items will need to originate in 
City Council and City Council would then decide where to send the item.   When those 
committees were done, the item would be taken up by Legislative Matters before heading 
back to the City Council for a vote.  

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



Councilor O’Donnell additionally explained that the City Solicitor would be required to 
review the ordinance before the City Council voted on the item.  This committee is 
responsible for working with the City Solicitor to verify legal form and character.  Councilor 
O’Donnell notes that if this rule change is adopted, then items could not be just brought up 
in Legislative Matters and then sent on to City Council.  Councilor O’Donnell feels that it is 
important for people to have confidence in the process and if this is what people want, 
then he does not object.  

Councilor Murphy invited public comment and Mr. Anthony Patillo addressed the 
committee to voice concern about certain proposed language.

Mr. Patillo noted that previous versions of the Council’s rules required that items be 
reviewed by the City Solicitor for legal form and character.  This was explicitly written in 
the rules.  The version that Mr. Patillo is looking at states that in Section  2.6.1.4.1., “Such 
recommendations, shall be made in consultation with the City Solicitor.”  Mr. Patillo 
reminded the committee that when the stormwater utility measure came before the 
Ordinance Committee, it was not reviewed for legal form and character.  There were 
problems with the ordinance the way it was written and ended up being amended on the 
Council floor.  It was then voted on by Council and citizens only had three minutes in which 
to speak to the issue.  There was no give and take with the Council.  Mr. Patillo wants to 
remain assured that citizen participation is still included as part of the process.  Any new 
ordinance has to be reviewed for legal form and character before it goes onto the floor for 
a vote by City Council.  He does not feel that the proposed language will meet this 
objective.  People are concerned about transparency because of the stormwater utility fee 
issue.  Something like that must be prevented in the future.  

Mr. Patillo also raised an issue with the 45 day window in which a report must be given to 
Council by a multiple member body.  He notes that a committee doesn’t have to do 
anything.  They could sit and watch the clock run out without considering an item that was 
sent to them.  Councilor Murphy points out that the Legislative Matters committee is the 
last committee to address an item before it heads back to the full City Council.  This is 
because this committee considers feedback from all committees before it makes a 
recommendation back to the full City Council.  

Mr. Patillo feels strongly that a solicitor review for legal form and character is an important 
part of the overall process.  Even in section 5.3 the wording states that the City Solicitor 
“’may’ examine the matter’s form and legal character”, rather than “shall”.  

Councilor O’Donnell points out that the change from “shall” to “may” was recommended 
by the 
Solicitor.  Because of separation of powers under the new City Charter, the City Council 
cannot compel the Executive side to take action.  The Council cannot state that the 
Solicitor shall do X, Y, and Z.  Councilor O’Donnell stated, however, that the Mayor may be 
willing to amend the Administrative Order to require the Solicitor to perform this function 
Councilor O’Donnell suggested that the section could be reworded to reflect “the City 



Solicitor shall be requested to examine the matter’s form and legal character.”  Mr. Patillo 
would like to avoid having amendments made on the Council floor where the public has no 
voice.  

Councilor O’Donnell moved to add this amendment to the order; Councilor Sciarra 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 4 Yes, 9 No.

Councilor Murphy assured the committee and Mr. Patillo that before every committee 
meeting, he speaks with the City Solicitor about items on the agenda.  They also discuss 
whether the Solicitor should attend the meeting.  Councilor Murphy pointed out that the 
Solicitor will in fact discuss changes to orders and ordinances, in fact, the next item coming 
up on the agenda will be looked at to incorporate amendments suggested by the Solicitor.  

Councilor Murphy notes that the one thing that can’t be done is that the rules can’t restrict 
Councilors from making amendments on the Council floor as long as the change is 
germane.     

Regarding the change to add a forty five day window in which a committee can respond to 
an ordinance, Councilor O’Donnell asked what if in the future there was a committee with 
someone who really wanted to hold something up.  That person may refuse to have a vote 
on an item, for example, and therefore the item would never go back to the Council.   
Perhaps it might be something that the public really wanted.  He asked the question, do 
you want to empower a committee to hold up something forever, or is there a window in 
which the clock stops?  There is probably a balance because you would want a committee 
to do its job.  Councilor Murphy suggested that in that scenario, Council could suspend 
Council Rules and if a ⅔ vote was achieved, then the Council could send the item forward 
to Legislative Matters to have them act on the matter. 

Councilor O’Donnell suggested that if the committee preferred, a section of the wording 
could be removed and could simply read, “Should a multiple‐member body fail to report 
within forty‐five days of referral to that body, the City Council shall be authorized to 
proceed with the matter in the absence of such a report”.  Councilor Murphy suggested 
leaving the way it is and bring the change to the full Council and ask what the preference 
was.



16.228 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                      January 5, 2017           

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.228 

An Order 

to declare surplus space at NHS for the purpose of leasing to public access television 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, the School Department has leased out space at Northampton High School to Northampton 

Cable TV (NCTV) since 2006 and currently has a lease with NCTV ending August 30, 2017;  

WHEREAS, before the space can be leased again, the School Committee and the City Council must vote 

to declare that the space is not needed for school department purposes, and the School Department 

must obtain permission from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to lease the 

surplus space; 

WHEREAS; School Administrators feel there is substantial benefits to the students to having a public 

access television station located in the building; 

WHEREAS; an RFP will be issued to lease the space for public access television purposes; 

WHEREAS, M.G.L. c. 30B, s. 16 requires a vote of the City Council to surplus any interest in public 

property prior to its disposal, 

Ordered that,  

                  the space at Northampton High School currently occupied by NCTV is declared surplus and 

available to be leased for public access television purposes for a period not to exceed ten years.   



http://northamptonma.gov/69f5269d-1cb8-4c8d-a647-00858b45287e


16.229 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                   January 5, 2017 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.229  

An Order 

to authorize a five-year contract for ticket processing services 

 

Ordered, that 
 

Whereas, ticket processing services are a necessity to efficiently operate our parking 

enforcement program; 

  

Whereas, a five year contract is necessary for continuity and consistency for ticket processing 

services, and provides the best value to the City,  

  

Now therefore be it ordered,  

That the Treasurer/Collector’s Parking Enforcement Division is authorized to enter into a five-

year contract for provision of ticket processing services. 
 
 

 

 

 



http://northamptonma.gov/5e0ffba7-6ff8-455f-84d8-a34c2ad0d07c


 
  City of Northampton 

Massachusetts 

 

 

In City Council,   January 5, 2017                             

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz  

 

16.230 

An Order 

to accept a storm drain easement on Holyoke Street 

 

Ordered, that 

WHEREAS,  A brick Market Street to Mill River storm sewer, built in circa 1846, is located on the 

property that was formerly the site of Northampton Lumber Company at Pleasant and 

Holyoke Streets, shown as Parcel 171 on Assessors Map 32C, and now or formerly 

owned by Gail M. Labarge (“Northampton Lumber Property”); and 

WHEREAS,  The storm sewer has no recorded easement where it crosses the Northampton Lumber 

Property; and 

WHEREAS, The City received a MassWorks grant that will allow us to replace 310 feet of that storm 

sewer, both replacing legacy infrastructure and leveraging economic development; and 

WHEREAS, Valley Community Development Corporation, which is under contract to purchase the 

Northampton Lumber Property, has offered to donate an easement for the replacement 

storm sewer system on that property;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  

That the City of Northampton City Council authorizes the Mayor to acquire by gift storm drain 

easements in, on and under the Northampton Lumber Property on such terms and conditions as the 

Mayor deems advisable. 



 

 



http://northamptonma.gov/16cab978-e542-40d7-b1d0-c404f7cc6861


 
  City of Northampton 

Massachusetts 

 

 

In City Council,   January 5, 2017                             

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz  

16.231 

An Order 

To authorize the Mayor to acquire by gift one or more public right of way easements on the 

Sturbridge Development LLC property 

 

 

Ordered, that 

WHEREAS,  In 2009, City Council authorized the City, through the Conservation Commission, to 

accept a deed or deeds to the buffer on the outside of the developed Village Hill area at 

the former Northampton State Hospital on the north campus; and 

WHEREAS,  Sturbridge Development, LLC owns land on the northwest corner of Village Hill Road in 

Village Hill more particularly shown as 2016 Assessors Map ID 31C-017; and  

WHEREAS,  Sturbridge Development, LLC, has offered, through the land use permitting process, to 

donate one or more Public Right of Way Easement(s) to allow access from their housing 

development to the open space on the northerly side of their development for 

pedestrian access and an eventual multi-use trail; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  

That the City of Northampton City Council authorizes the Mayor to acquire by gift one or more public 

right of way easements on the Sturbridge Development LLC property on such terms and conditions as 

the Mayor deems advisable. 

  



 

 

 



16.184 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of the Department of Public Works. 
 

 

16.184 
AN ORDINANCE 

 

RELATIVE TO THE OPERATION OF 

HEAVY VEHICLES 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City 

Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 

SECTION 1 1 

 2 

That the § 312-75 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 3 

 4 
§ 312-75 Compression release engine brake use; operation of heavy commercial vehicles. 5 

 6 

C. Warnings and penalties for repeated use of truck detours. Operators of heavy 7 

commercial vehicles as defined in § 312-1 may first be issued an informational warning 8 

for using established truck detours on Lincoln Avenue and Phillips Place for the purpose 9 

of correcting a navigation error that would otherwise have led the vehicle to a prohibited 10 

route. However, operators who have previously received such a warning within the last 11 

two years shall be subject to a fine of $300. 12 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.184 An Ordinance Relative to Heavy Equipment

From:

Comm. on Legislative Matters

Date of Meeting 1 /9 /2017

Recommendation:

Positive

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance and heard the information shared by Councilor 
Ryan R. O'Donnell.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

Councilor O’Donnell explained that this item went to Transportation and Parking already.  
The intent of the change is to remove subsection C which was established about three 
years ago.  There are two streets that allow for heavy equipment vehicles to drive onto:  
Phillips Place and Lincoln Avenue.  On Lincoln Avenue you can only drive in one direction.  
This section states that if you drive on Lincoln Avenue in the allowable direction, over and 
over again then you are no longer fulfilling the purpose of the ordinance and therefore you 
can be fined.  However, the Chief of Police believes that this language is too confusing.  
Some officers were confused about enforcing fines on other streets and so the Chief asked 
that the language in subsection C be removed.  Councilor O’Donnell doesn’t believe that 
this subsection has been enforced for years.  

Councilor Sciarra clarified that the police had no way of knowing if a warning was 
previously issued and that the tracking this information was difficult to do.  In practice, 
officers did not feel comfortable fining someone.

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



16.213 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra 
 

 

16.213  
AN ORDINANCE 

 

RELATIVE TO PARKING ON CENTER STREET  

AND MARKET STREET 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of 

the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 

SECTION 1 1 

 2 

That the § 312-104 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 3 

 4 
§ 312-104 Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking. 5 

 6 

Center 

street 

Northerly 15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.; Monday 

through Saturday 

A point 161 feet 

easterly from 

Center Court 

A point 179 feet 

easterly from 

Center Court 

Center 

Street 

Southerly 15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.; Monday 

through Saturday 

A point 214 feet 

easterly from 

Masonic Street 

A point 229 feet 

easterly from 

Masonic Street 

Market 

Street 

North-

easterly 

15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.; Monday 

through Saturday 

A point 155 feet 

southeasterly 

from Graves 

Avenue 

A point 173 feet 

southeasterly 

from Graves 

Avenue 
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15 Minute Parking Space on  
Market Street 

 
LEGEND 
 
 Proposed 15 Minute Parking  

Space 

15 Minute Parking Space on  
Center Street 

 
LEGEND 
 
 Proposed 15 Minute Parking  

Space 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.213  An Ordinance RELATIVE TO PARKING ON CENTER 
STREET AND MARKET STREET

From:

Comm. on Legislative Matters

Date of Meeting 1 /9 /2017

Recommendation:

Positive

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance and heard information provided by Councilor 
Sciarra.  A map was reviewed as part of the discussion.  This item received a positive 
recommendation from the Transportation and Parking Commission

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

Councilor Sciarra pointed out that there is a map that goes along with this ordinance.  She 
states that there was a 15 minute parking space that was removed on Center Street.  This 
was right by the Police Center driveway and it was done at the request of the Police Chief.  
When that change took place, the parking space in front of the one that was removed was 
supposed to become the new 15 minute space; however, that has not happened yet.  In 
the meantime, some residents on Center Street who live on the opposite side of the street 
in an apartment building stated that they missed a 15 minutes space because they would 
use it when they needed to unload groceries, etc.  Therefore, instead of the space 
previously designated for 15 minute parking, the plan will now be to make the space 
between the curb cuts by TD Bank the new 15 minute space.  

Regarding the space on Market Street, Councilor Sciarra explained there had been a 
request a few months ago to create a 15 minute space near Click Workspace.  Within that 
area, there are several businesses and residents that would make use of a 15 minutes 
space, including a laundromat, a restaurant, a cafe, etc.  The space that is proposed is just 
to the left of Click Workspace.

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



 

16.214 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of the Department of Public Works. 
 

 

16.214 
AN ORDINANCE 

 

RELATIVE TO A YIELD SIGN ON MAPLE STREET 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City 

Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 

SECTION 1 1 

 2 

That the § 312-113 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 3 

 4 
§ 312-113 Schedule XII: Stop and Yield Intersections. 5 

 6 

C. Isolated yield signs. Yield intersections are established at the following locations: 7 

 8 

Name of Street Direction of Travel At Intersection of  

Maple Street  Northeast Nonotuck Street 

 9 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.214 An Ordinance RELATIVE TO A YIELD SIGN ON MAPLE 
STREET

From:

Comm. on Legislative Matters

Date of Meeting 1 /9 /2017

Recommendation:

Positive

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain:
Factors Considered:

The Committee heard from Councilor O'Donnell who provided information about this 
ordinance.  He provided information that was raised during the Transportation and Parking 
Commission meeting where this item was discussed.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

Councilor O’Donnell explained that if you were coming up the curve by Chemiplastica from 
Riverside Drive onto Nonotuck Street from Maple Street, there was a question from one of 
the residents as to whether a stop sign could be put at that location.  The question was 
raised primarily due to speeding in that area.  The DPW did an analysis of site lines, crash 
history, and traffic volume and determined that a stop sign was not warranted for this 
location, but a yield sign was.  This does need to be done by ordinance and this is what is 
before the committee.  

Councilor O’Donnell explained that the yield sign would be placed before you go up the hill 
on Maple Street.

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers
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OVERVIEW 
 
In March, 2016, the City Council’s Community Resources Committee was asked by the 
Council’s President and Vice President to “study issues relative to the local economy, with a 
focus on businesses and workers in downtown Northampton and downtown Florence, for the 
purpose of identifying practical recommendations, if any, that the City Council could pursue to 
strengthen the local economy.” As detailed in the Committee’s July 18 interim report to the City 
Council, between March and June the Committee held four public forums to hear concerns and 
recommendations from a broad range of different constituencies, received reports and testimony 
from several members of the Mayor’s staff, and received reports and commentary from various 
outside experts and groups as well. 
 
At the Committee’s meetings in September, October and November, the Committee deliberated 
on possible recommendations going forward. This report lays out those recommendations, which 
consist of:  
 

● Seeking the cooperation of the Mayor in convening a forum 
● Asking the Mayor to convene a task force  
● Preparing a draft Council resolution and order 
● Referral for consideration by other committees or agencies 
● Public education efforts through newspaper opinions pieces, etc. 

 
 
ARTS, DOWNTOWN EVENTS, PROMOTION 
 
The Committee heard a great deal of commentary about the value of downtown events, the major 
contributions of artists and arts organizations to the City’s vitality and economy, and the need for 
even more of these events, combined with even greater levels of promotion. Specific comments 
and recommendations expressed at the Committee’s forums addressed topics such as: better 
promotion of Arts Night Out; development of a year-round downtown market in a permanent 
home; greater visibility on travel websites; more festivals and events at different locations 
downtown; more “pop-up” art in non-traditional locations; more arts venues. 
 
Recognizing that the City and various non-profit arts organizations already provide a broad range 
of exciting and well-promoted events, and are already addressing many of the issues cited above, 
the Committee recommends that, with the cooperation of the Mayor, the Committee join 
with other groups to host a one-time forum on the topics of downtown arts, events 
promotion, and how City government (i.e. City Council, the Mayor’s Office, City staff and 
City committees and commissions) can potentially play an enhanced role in these realms. 
We would propose that a small working group, including one of our Committee members, 
organize a forum designed to include all arts-related organizations and organizations 
involved in downtown events planning and promotion.  
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Possible topics for such a forum would be: 
● Report from the Regional Tourism Council on their marketing efforts, with 

updated data on tourism-related spending 
● Is there a need for a specific downtown marketing strategy? 
● Are there revenue streams that could be dedicated to downtown marketing? 
● Updates on downtown arts and events programming for 2017 
● Review of arts programming and events planned for Florence Center 
● Updates on mechanisms for coordinating the activities of all groups and their 

promotion 
● Is there a master calendar for the planning of such events? 
● Outreach for volunteers (for events, for board vacancies, etc.) 
● Soliciting support of media in events promotion and volunteer recruitment  
● What can the City Council and other City offices, committees and commissions 

do to be of additional help? 
 
 
AT-RISK DOWNTOWN POPULATIONS AND “PANHANDLING” 
 
The Committee heard a great deal of commentary from a broad range of downtown stakeholders 
over multiple meetings on the topic of the at-risk and marginalized downtown populations and 
solicitation for money, or “panhandling.” Many comments centered on the needs of the 
individuals, while many other comments were directed towards the perceived issues around 
actions, particularly solicitation for money. The complexity of this issue, and the extreme 
sensitivity required to address it, was made clear. As a committee, we are committed to the 
constitutionally-protected rights of all people in public spaces, and recognize the contributions of 
all to the fabric and vibrancy of our community. We recognize the impact the opioid crisis is 
having on the at-risk community, and how potential cuts to social services in federal and state 
funding may expand that community.  
 
The Committee recommends that the Mayor convene a task force of city employees, 
representatives from social service, housing and advocacy organizations, downtown 
stakeholders, and a member of this Committee, to explore non-ordinance and non-punitive 
ways of addressing the needs of downtown at-risk populations and ways that expanded 
resources can be directed towards the agencies and organizations doing direct work with 
our at-risk populations.  
 
Possible topics to be tackled by such a task force might include: 
 

● Coordinating services to at-risk populations 
● Additional resources for social service outreach professionals to increase their 

current work connecting personally with potentially at-risk individuals downtown 
● Finding effective ways to facilitate contributions to agencies and organizations 

providing services to at-risk populations 
● Effective messaging 
● Use of new technologies 
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● Alternative donation locations 
● What can the City Council and other City offices, committees and commissions 

do to be of additional help? 
 
At an appropriate time, we would envision a City Council resolution in support of the approaches 
recommended by such a task force. 
 
 
WORKER ISSUES  
 
The Committee heard a great deal of commentary about working conditions facing some 
restaurant workers and some construction workers. Comments ranged from some employers not 
paying minimum wage, some workers not being paid for overtime, fear of retaliation by 
managers, and dangerous working conditions. The Committee also heard concerns about 
painting all employers, especially restaurant owners, with the same brush. 
 
Councilors Klein and Carney have been meeting with the Mayor and the City Solicitor to 
develop City responses addressing wage theft related issues. ​The Committee recommends that 
a draft Executive Order being prepared by the Mayor, and a proposed Council Resolution 
and Order, be brought to the Council. 
 
The Committee also expressed interest in supporting one or more resolutions supportive of state 
legislation aimed at strengthening the Attorney General’s ability to enforce worker condition and 
wage-related statutes. 

 
 

OVERALL STATE OF THE DOWNTOWN ECONOMY 
 
The Committee heard considerable commentary expressing concerns about the state of 
Northampton’s downtown economy, ranging from the number of retail vacancies and high rents 
on Main Street, to the effects of e-retail and the looming Springfield casino project. The 
Committee also heard appreciation for the Council’s unwavering support of a single tax rate, for 
the generous support shown local non-profits by downtown businesses, and for the City’s 
investment in improvements at the Academy of Music. (Pulaski Park hadn’t yet opened at the 
time of these forums.) 
 
The Committee also heard presentations from the City’s Economic Development Director, from 
realtors, and from the Chamber of Commerce, all providing various data points and perspectives 
on the state of downtown. 
 
The Committee recommends that it communicate its view of the state of Northampton’s 
Downtown Economy in one or two opinion pieces to appear in the local press. 
 
Perhaps one such piece might summarize the facts about downtown occupancy rates, public and 
private investments, recent successful business transitions, hotel/meal tax trends, etc. It might 
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also be appropriate in such a piece to highlight the Council’s unanimous and consistent support 
for the Factor of One property tax. 
 
Another opinion piece might cover such topics as: 
 

● The fact that Northampton’s downtown is the envy of almost all other cities our 
size 

● The need to be aware of the looming impacts of the Springfield Casino and the 
ever-present effects of on-line commerce 

● Innovative ways of encouraging “shop local”  
● The need to support the Downtown Northampton Association. 
● An encouragement to landlords to show restraint regarding rents (And a reminder 

that the Council is limited in doing more than that)  
● A recognition that the vast majority of restaurants play by the rules and are 

worthy of our patronage 
● Encourage more businesses to validate for the garage parking 
● The importance of pressing for long-awaited commuter rail service 

 
At the appropriate time, the Committee imagines a Council resolution supportive of measures to 
further strengthen an already strong and resilient downtown. 
 
 
REFER TO TRANSPORTATION AND PARKING COMMISSION 
 
A variety of issues came up that the Committee recommends be referred for study to the 
Transportation and Parking Commission, such as: 
 

● Request an update for North-South commuter rail  
● Review of loading zone ordinance 
● Review the parking ticket appeals process 
● Explore whether the Council should seek a seat on the PVTA Board 

 
 
IN CONCLUSION 
 
With submission of these recommendations, the Community Resources Committee concludes its 
study of the local economy pursuant to the March, 2016 Committee Study Request. However, 
the Committee looks forward to staying involved in all of these issues and making further 
recommendations in the months ahead, as necessary, to continue drawing attention to the need 
for a vibrant and healthy downtown Northampton and Florence Center economy. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

 

January 19, 2017 

 

 

Dear Chair Murphy and Members of the Committee on Finance, 

 

As you know, the Charter requires the City Council to hold public hearings and to 

vote on both the city budget and the capital improvement program as part of the annual 

budget process. Unfortunately, for the last two years, these hearings have garnered little 

to no attendance by the public. 

 

Because the budget is a document of central importance that the community should 

consider and understand, the City Council should be active in its outreach to the public as 

part of its responsibilities in the budget process. 

 

Therefore pursuant Section 2.3.8 of the Council Rules, please consider this request 

that the Committee on Finance discuss and propose a plan to increase citizen 

participation and engagement in the City Council’s budget hearings for fiscal year 2018, 

and report back to the full Council. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William H. Dwight   Ryan R. O’Donnell 

City Council President   City Council Vice President 
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