Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council
Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Vice-Chair: Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell
Councilor James B. Nash

MEETING AGENDA
Date: October 1, 2018
Time: 4 p.m.
Location: City Council Chambers
212 Main St., Northampton, Massachusetts
1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call
2. Public Comment
3. Minutes of Previous Meetings
A. Minutes of September 17, 2018
Documents:
09-17-2018_City Services Committee.pdf

4. Items Referred to Committee
A. 18.166 Appointments to Various Boards - referred by City Council, 9/20/2018
Agricultural Commission
Richard E. Jaescke, 774 Bridge Road, Florence, MA 01062
Term: October 2018 - June 2021
(Reappointment)
Public Shade Tree Commission
Susan Lofthouse, 15 Stoddard Street, Northampton
Term: October 2018 - June 2021
(To fulfill the unexpired term of Jay Girard)
Energy & Sustainability Commission
Adin Maynard, 12 Perkins Avenue, Northampton
Term: October 2018 - June 2019
(To fulfill the unexpired term of Scott Silver)
Transportation & Parking Commission

(To fulfill the unexpired term of Jay Girard)
Energy & Sustainability Commission
Adin Maynard, 12 Perkins Avenue, Northampton
Term: October 2018 - June 2019
(To fulfill the unexpired term of Scott Silver)
Transportation & Parking Commission
Debin Bruce, 46 Columbus Avenue, Northampton
Term: October 2018 - June 2021
(To fill the vacancy of the expired term of Richard Cooper)
Documents:
18.166 Appointments to Various Boards.pdf

5. New Business
6. Adjourn
Contact: Maureen Carney
mcarney@northamptonma.gov
413.584.2904

September 17, 2018 City Services Committee Minutes

Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council

Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Vice-Chair: Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell
Councilor James Nash

Meeting Minutes
Date: September 17, 2018, 4 p.m.
Location: City Council Chambers
212 Main St., Northampton, Massachusetts

Present:

Councilor Maureen T. Carney, Chair
Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge, Vice Chair
Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell
Councilor James Nash

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
At 4:02 p.m., Councilor Carney called the meeting to order. On a roll call, Councilors Bidwell,
Carney, LaBarge and Nash were present.
2. PUBLIC COMMENT
There being no members of the public present, there was no public comment.
3. MINUTES OF JULY 2, 2018
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of July 2, 2018. Councilor Nash
seconded. The motion carried 4:0.
4. ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
A. 18.154 Appointments to Various Boards - Referred by City Council 8/16/2018
Members discussed each appointment listed on the agenda in the order of its appearance.
Agricultural Commission
John Omasta, 165 West Farms Road, Florence
Term: July 2018-June 2021
(Reappointment)

She’s known Mr. Omasta for a long time, Councilor LaBarge shared. He was the inspiration for
the Agricultural Commission when it first started, has been involved in it since its formation and
served as chair since its inception. His family has been farming in Northampton since 1933 in the
West Farms area. As a member and Vice President of the Hampshire Farm Bureau she feels he
has an understanding of the entire farming community.
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Councilor LaBarge moved to forward the appointment of John Omasta to the full City Council
with a positive recommendation. Councilor Bidwell seconded. The motion passed unanimously
4:0.
Earle "Chip" M. Parsons, 137 Mill Valley Road, Hadley (farms in Northampton)
Term: July 2018-June 2021
(Reappointment)

Councilor Nash said he spoke to Mr. Parsons today. Being a Ward 3 resident, he has had the
opportunity to attend many Agricultural Commission meetings. Mr. Parsons – like Mr. Omasta - is
one of the original members of the commission and is also part of the leadership of the Three
County Fair, which ties in with the agricultural background of the valley.
Councilor Nash moved to forward the appointment of Earle M. Parsons to the full City Council
with a positive recommendation. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The motion passed unanimously
4:0.
Arts Council
Kevin Pomerleau, 63 Revell Avenue, Northampton
Term: September 2018-June 2021
(To fill vacancy after Jan Ruby's term expired in 2018)

She spoke with the nominee for appointment to the Arts Council, Kevin Pomerleau, Councilor
Carney confirmed. He hasn’t lived in the valley for long, only two years. She read an e-mail from
Mr. Pomerleau expressing interest in the position. Among other things, he said he has been
involved in local arts events and organizations since graduating from UMass in 2013 and has
been producing and showing his own art in various venues. He would be a great representation
of ‘younger demographics’ of great visual artists working throughout Northampton, he suggested.
Councilor Nash moved to make a positive recommendation for the appointment of Kevin
Pomerleau to the Arts Council. Councilor Bidwell seconded. The motion passed unanimously
4:0.
Central Business Architecture Committee
Joseph Blumenthal, 39 Chapel Street, Northampton
Term: July 2018-June 2021
(Reappointment)

Mr. Blumenthal is quite pleased to have been on the Central Business Architecture Committee
(CBAC) since its founding at least 20 years ago, Councilor Bidwell reported. He enjoys it and is
proud of the role the committee has played, particularly its role in the design of the police station.
Between his arts life and civic life, Mr. Blumenthal is ‘Mr. Downtown,’ Councilor Bidwell observed.
Councilor Bidwell moved to positively recommend Joseph Blumenthal for appointment to the
Central Business Architecture Committee. Councilor Nash seconded. The motion passed
unanimously 4:0.
Disability Commission
Linda L. Kakos, 220 Rocky Hill Road, Florence
Term: September 2018-June 2021
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(To fill the vacancy after Gaetan Fortin's term expired in 2018)

She talked with Linda Kakos, Councilor LaBarge confirmed. As a past member of the Disability
Commission when it met in Memorial Hall, Ms. Kakos stated that she has become more aware of
accessibility needs, especially as her own needs for access have increased.
Councilor LaBarge moved to forward the appointment of Linda Kakos with a positive
recommendation. Councilor Nash seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0.
Northampton Housing Authority - Board of Commissioners
Emily Laufer, 241 Jackson Street, Apt. 10B, Northampton
Term: September 2018-June 2023
(To fill vacancy after Ronald Hebert's term expired in 2018)

He spoke with Ms. Laufer last week and was very impressed, Councilor Bidwell stated. She was
involved in forming an unofficial tenants association at Hampshire Heights and is very concerned
about the underrepresentation of housing authority tenants in decision-making. She is all about
transparency and accountability and a greater tenant voice in decisions. As a single mother, she
brings a lot of background and energy, and he thinks she would be a significant addition. Her
appointment would bring the housing authority to a full complement. The Governor’s appointee,
James Brooks, is also a tenant. She is very eager to convert her organizing experience into
working to promote tenant participation in housing administration, he indicated.
Councilor Bidwell to forward the appointment of Emily Laufer to the Northampton Housing
Authority with a positive recommendation. Councilor LaBarge seconded.
Councilor Carney commented that this brings the tenant composition of the Board of
Commissioners to 40%, which she certainly supports. The motion passed unanimously 4:0.
Zoning Board of Appeals
David C. Bloomberg, 86 Vernon Street, Northampton
Term: July 2018-June 2021
(Reappointment)

He spoke to Mr. Bloomberg today, Councilor Nash related. He asked him why he wants to
continue and he asked, “Why? Is someone else interested in doing it?
He is more than happy to continue in this role. He has been a big supporter of affordable housing
and has been involved with three affordable housing projects on Pleasant Street. He is also a big
supporter of people with disabilities, people with addiction issues and those facing barriers to
employment.
Councilor Nash moved to make a positive recommendation for Mr. Bloomberg staying on the
ZBA. Councilor Bidwell seconded.
He has known Mr. Bloomberg for many years, and he’s a treasure, Councilor Bidwell
volunteered. He runs the meetings very well and has a lot of institutional memory. We’re very
lucky to have someone like that.
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Mr. Bloomberg also said that he feels honored to serve with other members of the board,
Councilor Nash added. The motion passed unanimously 4:0.
5. NEW BUSINESS
Members tentatively discussed not meeting October 1st if the council president were agreeable
to having a brief City Services meeting within the regular City Council meeting on October 4,
2018. Councilor Nash said he is expecting a request from the Mayor’ office to appoint a new
member of the Transportation & Parking Commission (TPC) and would like to fill the vacancy
before TPC’s next regular meeting.
Members discussed a follow-up to the July road improvements discussion with the Mayor. The
outcome of the last discussion was that the Mayor said they should have had the discussion
earlier, Councilor Nash reminded. He thinks they should let the Mayor know now that they would
like to have that discussion.
In his conversation with the Mayor, the Mayor also said they should have been talking about
[prioritizing road reconstruction/paving projects] sooner, Councilor Bidwell related. “What we’re
talking about is taking him up on that,” he suggested.
He talked to the Mayor about having a meeting with the full council to discuss budget priorities for
the entire year, either in addition to or in conjunction with the pro forma meeting with the School
Committee, Councilor Bidwell elaborated. He thinks the Mayor is thinking of a December or
January time frame.
He would like to know from the Mayor when the ideal time for discussion of budgetary priorities
would be and whether he see this discussion as something that would originate in City Services
or be with the full council, Councilor Nash said. He said he thought the request should come from
Councilor Carney as chair of the committee.
Councilor Carney asked Councilor Nash if he would be willing to draft the request for her
delivery.
Councilor Bidwell said he would be interested in having a discussion with the Mayor on paving
issues separate from the budget priorities discussion. Councilor Nash agreed to draft a request
for presentation by Councilor Carney.
Councilor Carney asked if there were any other information requests councilors were interested
in making of other departments.
Councilor Bidwell said he would be interested in receiving an update from Hampshire Hope, the
county-wide coalition of providers - including the district attorney’s office - working on the opioid
crisis. Councilor Nash suggested the idea of an election post-mortem from the City Clerk; who
could report on how the new voting machines worked and the progress of voter registration.
Councilor Carney listed budget priorities, the opioid crisis update and an elections update as
potential topics for upcoming meetings. She suggested having the opioid crisis update as a backup subject for the November meeting if the Mayor is not available to discuss paving.
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6. Adjourn
Councilor Bidwell moved to adjourn. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The motion passed
unanimously 4:0. The meeting was adjourned at 4:56 p.m.
Prepared By:
L. Krutzler, Administrative Assistant to the City Council
413.587.1210; lkrutzler@northamptonma.gov
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