September 5, 2019 City Council Meeting Minutes

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING
212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON
Northampton, MA
_______________

Roll Call

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Council President Ryan O’Donnell. At
7:13 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were present:
At-Large Councilor Ryan O’Donnell
Ward 1 Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Ward 2 Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell
Ward 3 Councilor James B. Nash
Ward 4 Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra

At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight
Ward 5 Councilor David A. Murphy
Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge
Ward 7 Councilor Alisa F. Klein

Announcement of
Audio/Video
Recording

Councilor O’Donnell announced that the meeting was being audio and video recorded.

Public Hearings

Public Hearings
None.

Updates from
Council President
& Committee
Chairs

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs
Charter Review Committee (CRC) Update
He missed the CRC meeting in August, but the most recent meeting was a holdover from the
previous one, Councilor Dwight reported. There was a vote to address the issue of possible
conflicts for School Committee members who may have a partner working for the city, particularly
in the teacher’s union, which obliges them to recuse themselves from budgetary matters. A
provision was originally proposed to cover all elected officials but, in the course of debate, an initial
vote was taken to support it only applying to School Committee members and school department
employees. At the last meeting in August, that vote was overturned because of an appeal by a
School Committee member who was identified as having one of those conflicts, who suggested to
the committee that the measure might be too draconian. Last night a modified proposal was
considered when, after further research, the city solicitor determined that the charter could not
exclude someone from running for office as that is a violation of the first amendment. An
alternative proposal was presented that no family member of a School Committee member would
be given a job in the city while that person served. That was voted down.
Everyone acknowledges the conflict and the potential problems that come from the conflict. He
asserted the points that 1) he is not sure this belongs in the charter and 2) it might be too much of
a restriction or limitation for people running for office. In the final vote it was voted down
unanimously.
Members also discussed how they are going to start drafting their final report, since they are at
that point. If the public has any points they want to bring up, they’re still welcome to do so, he
assured.
Councilor O’Donnell asked if the committee would publish a preliminary report, and Councilor
Dwight said they would like to get it out so the public has an awareness of it before the election so
candidates can address the questions. In all likelihood, it will not be this council that ends up
deciding this, it will be the next, since the report is due December 31, 2019, he noted.
Councilor Nash announced that on September 17, 2019 at 4 p.m., the Transportation and Parking
Commission (TPC) will be reviewing some parking changes around Smith College. The proposed
changes were already favorably reviewed by TPC in June for forwarding to City Council but, in
discussion with the Mayor’s office, it was decided that some place for public input was advisable,
and TPC was the preferred location. The changes involve West Street, Arnold Avenue, Elm Street
and Belmont Avenue and have to do with creating metered parking where it is presently free.
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Recognitions and
One-Minute
Announcements
by Councilors

Recognitions and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors
Councilor Sciarra invited everyone to the opening reception of “This is Me: Portraits of Pathlight,” a
photography exhibit, at the Center for the Arts next Friday, September 13th beginning at 5 p.m.
Fourteen area photographers, including Councilor Dwight, partnered with Pathlight to take really
beautiful portraits of people served by the organization. She helped put up the exhibit yesterday
and it is really stunning. She encouraged all to attend.

Communications
& Proclamations
from the Mayor

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor
Update for City Council on pending Proposition 2 1/2 general override question to renew
Fiscal Stability Plan in advance of FY2021 city budget as per FY2020 Budget Message.
He wanted to provide an update on the pending Proposition 2 ½ general override question, Mayor
Narkewicz explained. In his budget message for the FY2020 budget he outlined the history of the
Fiscal Stability Plan and fact that they will be dipping into it for a second year based on projections
and needing to exhaust the plan to balance the FY2021 budget and still having a deficit and thus
needing to go out to the community to essentially seek a renewal of the plan. His thinking in May
was that he wanted to do it prior to the FY2021 budget so his thinking at that time was to try to
place it on the November municipal election ballot. Since then, a couple of issues have arisen in
terms of trying to project the amount that is needed. The state budget process went on a little
longer than normal – Massachusetts was actually the last state in America to pass a budget. As a
corollary to that, the long-awaited education reform bill which first was going to come out at the
beginning of the session, then in the spring, then after the budget, then after August recess, is now
projected not to come out until the end of September. It is a fairly significant piece of legislation
that could have an impact on their calculations. Also, the slow roll out of the cannabis industry
makes it challenging to get an accurate projection of regular revenue that can be expected from
this source.
He is still proposing to have the override election prior to the submission of the FY2021 budget for
both the schools and the city but to do it at the other city-wide election that is presently scheduled,
which is the March 3, 2020 presidential primary. It would occur a month and a half before the
School Committee has to complete its budget and two and a half months before he is required to
submit his budget to the City Council on May 15th. This will allow them to see what actually
happens with the education reform bill and give them one and possibly two more quarters of
FY2020 cannabis revenue, which will help them in terms of calculations. In his budget message he
said he would be coming to them in early September. At the time, his intention was to bring a
question to them; he still intends to bring a question to them but has made the decision to hold off
and bring the question to them at the end of the year for the March 3rd presidential primary.
Councilor O’Donnell thanked the Mayor for that update.

Resolutions
19.122 Resolution
Declaring
October 6, 2019 a
Day to Commemorate the 1979
Greensboro
Massacre and to
Reflect on White
Supremacy – 2nd
reading

Resolutions
19.122 A Resolution Declaring October 6, 2019 a Day to Commemorate the 1979
Greensboro Massacre and to Reflect on White Supremacy – 2nd reading
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the resolution in second reading. Councilor Bidwell seconded.
Councilor Dwight thanked Councilor Bidwell for bringing this forward. The City Council actually did
a resolution somewhat similar to this previously, he shared. Dr. Marty Nathan lost her husband at
the time in this massacre, a massacre that, in fact, is very little known historically and very little
discussed. However, it is particularly egregious and actually so resonant of the circumstances and
tenor of today that the resolution is presented with a certain urgency. This happened in 1979, but
here we are in 2019 with similar actions by similar groups – people being killed and violence being
committed - by people identifying as right-wing klan members or American Nazis or other new altright groups that feel licensed to declare their primacy in this country and then to exert that with
violence. He expressed gratitude to the other sponsors who ushered this in and said he is proud to
be associated with it.
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following resolution passed two readings:
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.
19.123 A Resolution Calling for the Federal Government to Pass a Green New Deal –2nd
19.123 Resolution reading
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the resolution in second reading. Councilor Klein seconded.
Calling for the
Federal GovernHe is attached to two resolutions tonight whose first readings he wasn’t present for, Councilor
ment to Pass a
Dwight reminded. Councilor Klein picked up the ball. The Sunrise group and members identified at
Green New Deal
the end of this resolution – Willa Sippel, Seraphina Forman and Jordan Winsor - were the ones
who came to him and asked if this was possible; two of them are actually youth commissioners, he
shared. He never got to help them with the final draft. Councilor Klein did the final draft and he was
stunned; it is perfect, he proclaimed. The resolution emphasized what he was emphasizing, that
Northampton has been committed to all of the principals and goals of the Green New Deal before
it was even defined as such. “We’ve committed ourselves to addressing climate change as if it is a
real thing, as if it is a genuine threat,” he pointed out.
A youth-generated group - most not given the power and authority to vote - is actually effecting
more change - provoking and prompting more thought and consideration about legislation and the
prospects for the future - than most adults he knows, he continued. The students communicated
afterwards that they were ecstatic that the council passed it unanimously and they subsequently
heard from the community that it was very proud of their efforts. He wanted to communicate that
he is also proud. He thanked fellow councilors for their favorable votes.
Councilor O’Donnell called the motion to a vote, and it passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call.
The following resolution passed two readings:
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.
Presentations

Presentations
None.

Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda
Councilor O’Donnell reviewed the sole item on the consent agenda, the minutes of August 15,
2019. Councilor Dwight moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Bidwell
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote.
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The following item was approved as part of the consent agenda:
A. Minutes of August 15, 2019
Recess for
Committee on
Finance Meeting

At 7:33 p.m., the City Council recessed for the Committee on Finance meeting. The
Committee on Finance adjourned at 7:59 p.m. The City Council reconvened at 7:59 p.m.

Financial Orders
(on 1st reading)
19.126 Order to
Appropriate
Transportation
Infrastructure
Enhancement
Funds $6,157 for
Burts Pit Road
Reconstruction
19.127 Order to
Authorize Intermunicipal Agreement for Young
Adult Empowerment Collabora-

Financial Orders (on 1st reading)
19.126 An Order to Appropriate Transportation Infrastructure Enhancement Funds $6,157
for Burts Pit Road Reconstruction - 1st reading
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Bidwell seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.

tive of Western MA

19.129 Order
Authorizing the
Lease of the Sr,
Center Roof for
Solar Panels

Financial Orders
(on 2nd reading)
19.117 Order to
Award Contract
for FY2020 Audit
to Scanlon and
Associates – 2nd
reading

See minutes of September 19, 2019 for second reading.
19.127 An Order to Authorize Intermunicipal Agreement for Young Adult Empowerment
Collaborative of Western Mass - 1st reading
Councilor Klein moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Dwight seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of September 19, 2019 for second reading.
19.129 An Order Authorizing the Lease of the Senior Center Roof for Solar Panels - 1st
reading
Councilor Klein moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of September 19, 2019 for second reading.

Financial Orders (on 2nd reading)
19.117 An Order to Award Contract for FY2020 Audit to Scanlon and Associates – 2nd
reading
Councilor Sciarra moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Dwight seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following order passed two readings:
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

Orders
19.113 Order
Authorizing the
City of Northampton to Disqualify
Bidders on
Municipal
Contracts Who
Participate in the
Design,
Manufacture or
Maintenance of
Nuclear Weapons
– 2nd reading

Orders
19.113 An Order Authorizing the City of Northampton to Disqualify Bidders on Municipal Contracts
Who Participate in the Design, Manufacture or Maintenance of Nuclear Weapons –2nd reading
Councilor Klein moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following order passed two readings:
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.
Ordinances (Not
yet Referred)
19.125 Ordinance
Related to Wireless Antennas on
Street Poles
19.128 Ordinance
to Amend Chapter 312 of the
Code of
Ordinances by
Amending
Section 312-110

Ordinances (Not yet Referred)
19.125 An Ordinance Related to Wireless Antennas on Street Poles
Councilor Dwight moved to refer the ordinance to the Planning Board and Legislative Matters
Committee for review. Councilor Klein seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by voice vote with one
absent (Councilor Carney stepped out).

Ordinances

Ordinances
None.

19.128 An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances by Amending
Section 312-110
Councilor Dwight moved to refer the ordinance to the Transportation and Planning Committee and
Legislative Matters Committee. Councilor Nash seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by
voice vote.
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Other Matters
Deliberate and
vote on process
by which the City
Council shall
designate voting
representatives
to International
Code Council
(ICC) for purpose
of casting four
votes relative to
the International
Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
and the method
by which such
votes shall be
decided and cast

Other Matters
Deliberate and vote on the process by which the City Council shall designate its voting
representatives to the International Code Council (ICC) for the purpose of casting four
votes relative to the International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) and the method by
which such votes shall be decided and cast.
Councilor O’Donnell briefly explained the background. Members discussed options for designating
four voting representatives to vote on the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
and the process for the full City Council to authorize how such voting representatives would vote.
Councilor O’Donnell expressed the opinion that deliberation on how to vote on specific code
changes must be done in an open meeting by some kind of committee. Subsets of the City Council
can never go out and represent the position of the City Council unless first authorized to do so, he
pointed out. The purpose of the agenda item is to decide upon a process to insure openness/
transparency and to allow the full council to ratify the voting platform decided by a committee.
Two options discussed were either creating an ad hoc committee or referring the task to a
standing committee – namely, Community Resources or Legislative Matters. Councilor Klein
advocated forming an ad hoc committee consisting of the three prospective sponsors (Councilors
Dwight, Klein and Sciarra) and Councilor Carney, who has a background in the building trades.
The ad hoc committee could post its meeting as a joint meeting with the full City Council so that
other councilors could come and deliberate if they chose.
She spent a good amount of time talking to the City Solicitor about his opinion as to how this could
be carried out, Councilor Klein related. One of the things he made clear is that, once the council
designates voting representatives, there needs to be some kind of open process but it doesn’t
necessarily need to go back to the full council for its vote. It would be very cumbersome to do that
because committee members don’t get the ballot until the beginning of November and would need
to present a summary of hundreds of votes before casting them online between November 13th
and 27th, she noted. They have talked about using a voting guide compiled by the Energy Efficient
Codes Coalition (EECC) as a guide in formulating their votes, she related. For this reason, she
proposes that voting representatives deliberate as an ad hoc committee and then vote without the
decision returning to the full council.
City officials ‘are gaming this on some level’ by trying to get as many votes as possible to hopefully
have a greater influence on code development, Councilor Dwight acknowledged. The timeline
Councilor Klein described is true. [The voting process] is deliberately set up to move slowly and in
this case it would be too slowly to effectively vote. The trick is this is a unique situation; “technically
we are not representing the voice of the council, we are just acting as agents,” he suggested.
He voiced his perception that Councilor O’Donnell’s principal interest is to maintain the obligation
of deliberating in public. Councilor Klein’s proposal addresses that to some degree, he proposed.
Councilor O’Donnell said he thinks as a practical matter they will not be discussing 900 questions
as a council. He compared the complicated ballot to a farm bill considered by Congress which has
thousands of pages or to adoption of the lengthy Sustainable Northampton Plan.
He totally agrees with the view of the council president that he doesn’t think they want to set the
precedent of authorizing four members to go off and represent the views of the council, Councilor
Bidwell asserted. He agrees it would probably be very pro forma but in terms of preserving their
process he thinks it would be a necessary step. He agrees with the process of bringing the subject
back to the council, he concluded.
The timeline would allow a committee to bring its recommendation back to the council if the council
were to take two votes at its meeting on November 21st, Councilor Klein indicated.
Councilor O’Donnell said he would be comfortable with that. He expressed the opinion that it was
a good issue for the existing committee system.
Mayor Narkewicz noted that councilors could actually convene a full City Council meeting, recess
for a meeting of a special committee, then reconvene the full council.
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Councilors Klein and Sciarra presented further points in favor of forming an ad hoc committee
while Councilor O’Donnell continued to advocate for using a standing committee. Councilor Dwight
said he is perfectly amenable to the matter being referred to the Community Resources Committee
and would be willing to attend the meeting to participate in discussion as one of the sponsors.
The November Community Resources Committee meeting is November 18, 2019, Councilor
Sciarra advised.
Councilor Dwight moved to refer discussion of the 2021 International Energy Conservation Code
(IECC) to the Community Resources Committee which in turn will make a recommendation that
will come back to the full council for a vote on November 21, 2019. He said he would ask for
consideration of suspension of the rules to allow two votes at that meeting.
Councilor O’Donnell offered the friendly amendment that the four designees be the members of
the committee and that the designees be bound to transmit the opinion of the entire City Council
as adopted. Councilor Bidwell seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by voice vote.
Information
Information (Charter Provision 2-7) and Information Study Requests
(Charter
None
Provision 2-7)
& Study Requests
Motion to
Adjourn

Upon motion made by Councilor Dwight and seconded by Councilor Bidwell, the meeting
was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.
Attest:

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
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