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Roll Call 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
CONDUCTED AS AN ON-LINE  ZOOM MEETING  

Northampton, MA 
_______________ 

 
A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by City Council President Gina-Louise 
Sciarra. At 7:09 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were present: 
 
        At-Large Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra      At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight     
        Ward 1 Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.    Ward 5 Councilor Alex Jarrett 

Ward 2 Councilor Karen Foster                   Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge   
Ward 3 Councilor James B. Nash               Ward 7 Councilor Rachel Maiore                
Ward 4 Councilor John Thorpe                               
 

 
Announcement of 
Audio/Video 
Recording 

 
At 7:09 p.m., Councilor Sciarra convened the regular meeting. She announced that the meeting 
was being held by remote participation and audio and video recorded. 

 
Public Hearing  
Announcement of 
Public Hearing - 
City Council 
Budget Hearings 
June 3rd and 4th, 
2020 
 
 
 
 
Announcement of 
Public Hearing - 
20.048 National 
Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole 
Petition for Park 
Hill Road (Petition 
#25763215 - two 
petitions, same #) 
Public Hearing on 
20.047 National 
Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole 
Petition for Fox 
Farms Road  
(#29597581) 
 

 
Public Hearing 
Councilor Sciarra read the following announcements: 
Announcement of Public Hearing - City Council Budget Hearings June 3rd and 4th, 2020 
BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL, and in accordance with Section 7-4 of the Charter of the 
City of Northampton, Massachusetts, the City Council will hold a Public Hearing to consider the 
Proposed FY2021 Budget commencing on Wednesday, June 3, 2020 at 5 p.m. by remote 
participation and continuing on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. by remote participation. 
Instructions for accessing the meetings will be posted on the agendas. The City Council will hear 
all persons who wish to be heard thereon. The budget is available for inspection by the public on 
the City of Northampton website at www.northamptonma.gov. 
 
Announcement of Public Hearing - 20.048 National Grid/Verizon New England Pole Petition 
for Park Hill Road (Petition #25763215 - two separate petitions, same #) 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166 of the General Laws, a public 
hearing will be held on Thursday, June 4, 2020 @ 7:15 p.m. on the petition of National 
Grid/Verizon New England to erect poles and wires upon, along, under or across one or more 
public ways. The hearing will be held via remote participation. Please see the agenda for the 
June 4, 2020 City Council meeting for instructions for accessing the hearing. 
 
Public Hearing on 20.047 National Grid/Verizon New England Pole Petition for Fox Farms 
Road (Petition #29597581) 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166 of the General Laws, a public 
hearing will be held on Thursday, May 21, 2020 @ 7:05 p.m. on the petition of National 
Grid/Verizon New England to erect poles and wires upon, along, under or across one or more 
public ways. Pole Petition #29597581 - Fox Farms Road.  
 
Councilor Dwight moved to open the public hearing. Councilor Nash seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Lisa Jasinski of National Grid said the utility is looking for permission to place a pole on Fox  
Farms Road approximately 215 feet south of the intersection of Bridge Road and Fox Farms 
Road. The purpose Is two-fold – to raise a wire hanging low between two spans and to get a 
service line off the roof of a house. The service line for 8 Fox Farms Road crosses its roof. 
They’d like to get it off the roof and they’d also like to correct those low-hanging wires. She 
reached out to the property owner of the second house on the right-hand side where the pole is 
to be located but did not hear back. 
 
Councilor Sciarra asked if anyone else wished to speak in favor or against. 
 
There being no further comments, Councilor Dwight moved to close the public hearing. Councilor 
Nash seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. The public hearing was 
closed at 7:15 p.m.  
 

http://www.northamptonma.gov/


May 21, 2020 City Council Minutes  Approved June 4, 2020  
 

103 
 

. 
Updates from 
Council President 
& Committee 
Chairs 
 

 
Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs 
The June meeting of the City Services Committee will be held during the June 4, 2020 City 
Council meeting, Councilor LaBarge reminded. It will be an abbreviated meeting to make a 
recommendation on the appointment of Jonathan Flagg as the Building Commissioner. There will 
be no regular meeting on June 1st, she confirmed. 
 

 
Recognitions and 
One-Minute 
Announcements 
by  Councilors 
 

 
Recognitions and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors 
Councilor Quinlan gave a quick shout out to three people and organizations to thank them for 
their cooperation and work on the community food distribution project: Heidi Nortonsmith of the 
Northampton Survival Center, Alisa Klein of Grow Food Northampton and Mary Clare Higgins of 
Community Action Pioneer Valley.   
 
Grow Food Northampton is seeking volunteers Tuesday and Thursday specifically to help pack 
food packages and deliver them to people in need. It is not a huge time commitment: Tuesday 
from 9:30 to about 12:30 p.m. and Thursday from 9:30 to 11 a.m.  
 
Councilor Maiore invited everyone to join her Saturday morning between 8 and 9 for the Leeds 
annual clean up sponsored by the Leeds Civic Association. Participants will meet at the Leeds 
post office. Organizers will be handing out bags while practicing social distancing and people can 
choose a road and go to their own section if they’d like. She encourage participants to bring 
garden gloves and a face covering. Trash bags will be provided. . 
 
Another Ward 7 announcement is that, sadly, the Memorial Day service they usually have in 
Leeds on Sunday is cancelled, Councilor Maiore continued. A wreath will be placed, and people 
may leave a wreath or some sort of message on their own if desired. 
 

 
Communications 
and 
Proclamations 
from the Mayor  
 
 

 
Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor  
FY2021 Budget Message 
Councilor Sciarra outlined arrangements for reviewing and approving the FY2021 budget. The 
City Council will hold its budget hearing beginning with presentations from the five largest 
departments on Wednesday, June 3, 2020 at 5 p.m. and continuing on Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 
7 p.m. After the close of the public hearing, the City Council will begins its deliberation and take 
its first vote on the budget orders. The second vote on the budget will be on June 18, 2020. 
 
An item on the agenda tonight is presentation of the FY2021 budget message, she continued. 
The council will not be deliberating on the budget tonight but the Mayor may entertain general 
questions that pertain to the budget message itself, she explained. 
 
Presentation by Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
The charter specifies that the budget submitted by the Mayor to the City Council 45 days prior to 
the end of the fiscal year include a budget message, Mayor Narkewicz explained. The tradition 
has been for the Mayor to deliver that message at a City Council meeting. This is the first budget 
message he has delivered by zoom. He read the budget message in its entirety. (See attachment 
to original minutes.) 
 
Discussion 
Councilor Sciarra thanked Mayor Narkewicz for his message. As sobering as it is for them to 
hear, she knows it was sobering for him and his team to write, she commented. She is awed that 
he has been able to pull it together while working remotely and under these conditions. She 
asked if there were any general questions for the Mayor. 
 
Councilor LaBarge thanked the Mayor and Finance Director Susan Wright. It has been very 
difficult for everybody living in Northampton, and they’ve done an excellent job with this budget 
book. She also thanked the Mayor’s staff and department heads for their tireless work. 
 
She is really impressed with how fast he’s turned this around having to switch gears, Councilor 
Maiore volunteered. She is grateful to be in Northampton and to have his leadership. She has 
been telling people that, despite the beautiful weather, the rainy day is here. She is just curious if 
Northampton has ever had to have a budget before where there was no annual increase in 
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spending. 
 
His first budget and second budget was a cut, Mayor Narkewicz said. The original budget 
submissions in 2014 was a reduced budget which was overturned by an override after the fact. 
He was a councilor during the so-called great recession when state aid was cut dramatically in 
the middle of the fiscal year and then-Mayor Mary Clare Higgins had to bring forward some 
significant cuts. They were facing a $6 million deficit at that time. This is not unprecedented, he 
confirmed. These economic crises tend to be cyclical. It definitely tends to be tied to periods of 
economic downtown where there is some sudden loss of revenue or other severe event. 
 

 
Presentations 
 

 
Presentations 
None. 
 

 
Resolutions 
 
 

 
Resolutions 
None. 

 
Consent Agenda 
 

 
Consent Agenda 
Councilor Sciarra reviewed the items on the consent agenda, asking if anyone wished to remove 
an item for separate consideration. Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the consent 
agenda. Councilor Quinlan seconded. The motion passed 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following items were approved as part of the consent agenda: 
A. Minutes of May 7, 2020 
B. Approve Pole Petition - 20.047 National Grid/Verizon New England Pole Petition for Fox 

Farms Road (Petition #29597581) 
 

 
Recess for 
Committee on 
Finance Meeting 
 

 
At 7:38 p.m., the City Council recessed for the Committee on Finance meeting. The 
Committee on Finance adjourned at 7:52 p.m. The City Council reconvened at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(on 1st reading) 
20.052 Order 
Authorizing 
Acquisition of 
Easements for 
Drainage 
Improvements on 
Rocky Hill Road 
(Route 66) - 1st 
reading 
 

 
Financial Orders (on 1st reading) 
20.052 An Order Authorizing Acquisition of Easements for Drainage Improvements on 
Rocky Hill Road (Route 66) - 1st reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. The 
motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor LaBarge). 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to suspend rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Nash seconded. 
The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor LaBarge). 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Maiore seconded. 
The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor LaBarge). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(on 2nd reading) 
20.049 Order for 
FY2020 Budget 
Transfers – 2nd 
reading 
 
 

 
Financial Orders (on 2nd reading) 
20.049 An Order for FY2020 Budget Transfers – 2nd reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded.  
The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor LaBarge). 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Orders 
 
 

 
Orders 
None. 
 

 
Ordinances (Not 
Yet Referred) 
 

 
Ordinances (Not Yet Referred) 
None. 

 
Ordinances 
20.037 Ordinance 
Relative to 
Essential 
Services and 
Municipal 
Facilities – 2nd 
reading 
 

 
Ordinances 
20.037 An Ordinance Relative to Essential Services and Municipal Facilities – 2nd reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the ordinance in second reading. Councilor Thorpe 
seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor La Barge).  
 
The following ordinance passed two readings: 
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Passed two readings, ordained and enrolled. 
 

 
Information 
(Charter 
Provision 2-7) 
& Study Requests  
 

 
Information (Charter Provision 2-7) and Information Study Requests  
None 

 
Motion to Adjourn 

 
Upon motion made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. The motion 
carried 8:0 by roll call vote with one absent (Councilor LaBarge). 
 
Attest:                                                     Administrative Assistant to the City Council 
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