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Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance, reports of other committees, and considered the
information provided by City Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell. Councilor O'Donnell presented
an amendment that had been shared with the City Solicitor, Alan Seewald. Councilor
O'Donnell indicated that the amendment had been recommended by the Solicitor.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

The proposed changes don’t modify the ordinance in any way, but rather clarifies that the
public water resources and infrastructure of the City of Northampton shall be owned or
leased by the City and controlled by the City and that such resources and infrastructure
shall not be sold, leased or transferred into private ownership or control. The objective is
that the City shall maintain total control over the entire water system infrastructure. The
purpose of the ordinance in general is to make it unlawful to transfer control of the water
infrastructure to private ownership. When asked whether there were leasing
circumstances where the amendment applies, Councilor O’Donnell indicated that there is
currently no existing example in which this amendment would apply. The amendment,
however, looks to protect the City’s interests in the future should it be necessary.

Councilor Adams noted that sometimes the City does lease to private companies or
facilities, such as in the case of Ameresco leasing the former landfill station on Glendale
Road. This ordinance would present an obstacle to the City if it does look to find a
company to control the water infrastructure. Councilor O’Donnell noted that the intent
was for the City to retain control over the water infrastructure, unless otherwise decided
by voters.






