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David Narkewicz <dnarkewicz@northamptonma.gov> Tue, Sep 13, 2016 at 11:00 AM
To: "William H. Dwight" <wdwight@northamptonma.gov>
Cc: Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>, Lyn Simmons <lsimmons@northamptonma.gov>

Dear President Dwight,

Please find enclosed three proposed ordinance changes related to downtown parking. I would respectfully request that they 
be placed on your September 15, 2016 City Council agenda for referral to the Transportation and Parking Commission and 
Committee on Legislative Matters.

These proposed downtown parking changes are the first of several that I will be submitting over the next few months as I 
outlined at the June 28, 2016 meeting of the Committee on City Services. These and subsequent ordinance changes - 
together with planned downtown signage and technology upgrades - are based on recommendations contained in the 
Downtown Northampton Parking Management Study prepared for the city by Walker Parking Consultants. 

The ordinance changes enclosed are specifically designed to implement the recommendation that Class 1A on-street 
parking along Main Street in downtown be extended from one-hour to two-hours with the hourly fee increased from $0.75 to 
$1.00. 

I am not proposing implementation of the study's additional recommendation to extend the hours of Main Street parking 
enforcement from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. My decision is based on both feedback from downtown merchants and a concern 
that creating varying hours of enforcement for on-street parking in our relatively compact downtown will 
create confusion and frustration for parking customers. 

I had originally indicated to the Committee on City Services that our plan was to time the implementation of all proposed 
downtown parking changes with the deployment of upgraded pay station technology that will include the ability to pay with 
credit cards or a smartphone application. Because the procurement and installation of this technology will not be complete 
by the end of the year, I am putting forward these enclosed ordinance changes now so that 2-hour parking on Main Street 
could be in place for the benefit of downtown merchants by the start of the holiday shopping season in November. 

The three enclosed ordinance also include additional changes designed to ensure system-wide consistency with the 
changes occurring on Main Street, They also contain the creation of a new, three-hour off-street parking lot classification 
that I will later propose be applied to two of our downtown lots (Masonic and Armory) when the aforementioned new 
parking technology is ready for deployment.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
David

-- 
David J. Narkewicz
Mayor, City of Northampton
210 Main Street, Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060
(413) 587-1249
www.northamptonma.gov
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