




Minutes of November 5, 2008

The Ad Hoc Committee on Best Practices met on November 5, 2008 at the Board Room of the BPW. Present were committee members Wendy Foxmyn, Alex Ghiselin, Lisa DePiano and Bob Reckman,  Members of the Public present were Susan Enz, Jesus Leyva and Jendi Cohen who taped the meeting.  Committee members David Narkewicz and Jim Palermo were not present.

The minutes of October 23 and Sept. 3 were approved. 

Michael Bardsley arrived at 6:15.

The committee talked about Bob and Alex’s memo about PR.  The committee made minor modifications to Wendy’s press release which she will revise and distribute.  We agreed on  Jan. 5  for the public forum in response to our recommendations.  Wendy agreed to arrange with Mary Midura for widespread e-mail distribution on City Council letterhead. Lisa and Bob will talk to the local newspapers.  Wendy and Alex will be on Bill Dwight’s radio show two times.   Michael will talk to Kelsey Flynn about a podcast.  David will be arrange for any web based posting or electronic  outreach to be done. Wendy will do blogger outreach with the press release.  Alex has talked to the PCF about cosponsoring the public forum on Jan. 5. They are interested in principle. 

The committee talked about how to create our final report.  Lisa and Alex will plan a meeting of the whole committee on Nov. 12 in the library at JFK. The sole agenda item will be agreeing on the content of the final report and commissioning some committee members to draft language for the actual recommendations.   They and Jesus will try to identify common themes from the recommendations of the committee members and let the members know their observations before the meeting.  That meeting will begin at 6 PM and may be lengthy.  The committee will also meet on Nov. 19 at JFK at 6 PM to discuss the draft.  We expect that meeting to be short.  Wendy volunteered her time for the language drafting subcommittee for the big report. She thinks that David will be happy to work with her on that.  

  The committee talked about the deadline for our draft. Wendy expressed concern that our draft report be of good quality.  There is a meeting of the Council on Dec. 18. The committee agreed that at our next meeting we would revisit the timeline for the draft report.  

The committee will meet next on November 12 at 6 PM.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Bob Reckman


