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	MEETING  MINUTES

Citizens Advisory Committee

for Village Hill Northampton
 

Thursday, June 23, 2011
5:00 pm

City Council Chambers
Present:  Members of the Citizens Advisory Committee

Name:

As representative of:

Mayor Mary Clare Higgins

City of Northampton

Jami Albro-Fisher

Route 10 Neighborhood

Joseph Blumenthal

Route 66 Neighborhood

Francis A. Johnson

Northampton Planning Board

Rev. R. Leroy Moser

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill

Rutherford Platt

National Alliance for the Mentally Ill

Michael Rabourn

Northampton Labor Council

Pamela Schwartz

Ward 4 City Councilor

Edward Skroski

Northampton Development Corporation

Christopher Zabik

Department of Mental Health

Absent:  Members of the Citizens Advisory Committee

Name:

As representative of:

Martha Ackelsberg

Northampton Housing Partnership

Charles DeRose

Northampton Development Corporation

Harriet Diamond

Grove Street Neighborhood

David Drake

Historical Preservation

Bruce Fogel, Esq.

Northampton Chamber of Commerce

Daniel Yacuzzo

Northampton Chamber of Commerce

City Staffers Present:

Teri Anderson

Director of Community and Economic Development
Carolyn Misch

Senior Land Use Planner/
Permits Manager


	
	


Development Team Present:
	MassDevelopment
	

	Elizabeth Murphy
	Vice President, Real Estate Development; 
Project Manager of Village Hill

	Richard Henderson 
	Executive Vice President, Real Estate



	Andrew Crystal
	Vice President, Daniel O’Connell’s Sons


Others Present:

	Barbara Blumenthal
	Chapel Street resident

	Marie Frank
	Chapel Street resident

	Benjamin Spencer
	Rust Avenue resident

	Thomas Riddell
	Aldrich Street resident

	Judy & Orville Pierson
	Future Village Hill residents

	Kathy Lewis
	Village Hill resident


1.
Call to Order

Mayor Higgins called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 
2.
Approval of Minutes


A motion to approve the minutes of the 03/23/11 meeting of the CAC was moved by Joseph Blumenthal, seconded by Councilor Pamela Schwartz, and voted unanimously in the affirmative (Mayor Higgins, Albro-Fisher, Blumenthal, , Johnson, Moser, Platt, Rabourn, Schwartz, Skroski and Zabik).
3.

Public Comment
· Marie Frank, Chapel Street
Marie Frank lives adjacent to Kollmorgen Electro-Optical. She addressed the sound pollution produced by the plant. Requested that it be made clear as to who has the ultimate authority re sound levels and what monitoring/enforcement processes will be in place once the project is granted its permits.
4.

Residential and Commercial Project Update
Beth Murphy of MassDevelopment reported on the residential piece: 
· The 11 single family LEEDS certified homes built by Wright Builders all have been sold;
·  4 single family homes built by Agora Homes, at 1,800-1,900 sq. ft and priced in the low $300K range, go before Planning Board on July 14; and
· Moser Street Development has 24 lots for small highly energy efficient homes built by the The Pecoy Companies from West Springfield.
Beth Murphy of MassDevelopment reported on the commercial piece: 
· Kollmorgen is fully moved in on Village Hill as of April 2011;
· Website will be updated to better market the site;
· With Kollmorgen in business on site lots 1 and 18 will draw more interest;
· Interest in the Coach House continues;

· MassDevelopment has been saying throughout this process that the Master Plan is a concept; it must be translated into realistic lots and roadways;

· Reviewing the upper North Campus, and with an eye to reduce the amount of pavement there, we are reviewing lot layout and whether each lot is realistic for people to buy.
Beth Murphy of MassDevelopment reported on the 3 buildings slated for reuse: 
· Male Attendants Building is not garnering interest; it will take $4 million to renovate its narrow footprint and short height, and it will have to be mixed use to be eligible for tax credits;

· Coach House is garnering interest;

· North Employees Homes present even more challenges: a deteriorated roof requires $120K to fix, being out of scale for a residential use, and at least 4 years before utilities are installed;

· Thus back to CAC in September 2011 to discuss how these buildings can be developed according to the Master Plan.
Joseph Blumenthal, CAC:  Since it likely will be four years before utilities are in place, does this mean any memorial in its proposed place must wait four years before being installed?

Beth Murphy, MassDevelopment:  We may wish to move the location of the memorial park.

Joseph Blumenthal:  I will inform the memorialization subgroup that another meeting to discuss a possible change of location is in order.

Councilor Pamela Schwartz, CAC:  Does your use of the term commercial include retail as well as office space?
Beth Murphy, MassDevelopment:  Yes.

Rutherford Platt, CAC:  I see no signs of the promised tot lot.

Carolyn Misch, Senior Land Use Planner/Permits Manager: The tot lot already is in place between the apartments section and the Coach House.

Rutherford Platt:  Thank you, I will take another look on campus. 

Rutherford Platt, CAC:  On another matter, I will pose for the group the question I emailed to DMH: 

Could you possibly give us an update on how many DMH clients are at VH and how they receive daily meds and other services? Some of us have long been concerned about the lack of any community space at VH, even in the apartment complex -- contrary to the original purpose of the development.  I am one of the NAMI reps. on the CAC (dating back to when my wife,  Barbara Kirchner, was president of NAMI WM.
Christopher Zabik, CAC:  Because of the damage done in Springfield by the tornado, I am unable to have phone calls returned about who is filling the subsidies. I can’t provide an exact count tonight.
5.
New Business

New CAC Chair:
Mayor Higgins will leave City employment on Friday, September 9, 2011. Therefore, at the next meeting CAC members must elect a new chair.

6.
Adjournment
There being no more questions, Mayor Mary Clare Higgins, CAC chair, entertained a motion to adjourn. 
Motion to adjourn was moved by Councilor Schwartz, CAC, seconded by Joseph Blumenthal, CAC, and voted unanimously in the affirmative (Mayor Higgins, Albro-Fisher, Blumenthal, Johnson, Moser, Platt, Rabourn, Schwartz, Skroski and Zabik). 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Corinne Philippides

Mayoral Aide

July 21, 2011
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