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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA
September 24, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Higgins at   7:06 p.m. On roll call, seven (7) Councilors were present:

Councilor James M. Dostal

Councilor Michael R. Bardsley

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Robert C. Reckman

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Absent: Councilor David A. Murphy

Roll called by Karen Bellavance-Grace, Clerk to the Council Pro-Tempore



	Order – Non-Binding Question for Ballot for November 3, 2009 Election

Tabled
	Order - Non-Binding Question for Ballot for November 3, 2009 Election (Sponsored by Councilors Dostal, Reckman and Spector)   (Needs 2ND Reading) 
Discussion:

Councilor Spector asked his colleagues to explain why the proposed ballot question sponsored by Councilors Dostal, Reckman, and Spector might be considered biased.

Councilor Dostal stated he did not believe the proposed question was biased, but it reflected a series of facts that would inform the public’s decision.

Councilor LaBarge stated she had a problem with the Department of Environmental Protection and believes the public might also be concerned that the developers of the question had ties to the Department of Public Works.

Councilor Bardsley restated his comments from the previous meeting, specifically that he feels the second proposed question does not add to the initially proposed non-binding question. He feels it is unnecessary and confusing.

Councilor Reckman noted that the Council remains the body which will be called on to make the final decision and believes that more questions before the public will provide the Council with more information.

Councilor Carney noted that there are still many things the public does not know in the complex questions about the proposed landfill expansion.  She believes the facts included in the second question are facts that many in the public do not know.  She sees value in the second question.

Councilor Narkewicz restated his comments from the previous meeting that the proposed questions should bring attention to the probable landfill closure in 2011 and promote a strong debate in the city.

Councilor Dostal expressed his hope that the newspapers and the public would look into the reasons why the Department of Environmental Protection granted the City of Northampton a waiver.

Councilor Spector requested a 5 minute recess at 8:10 p.m.

The Council reconvened at 8:16 p.m.

Mayor Higgins reminded the Councilors of the question before the City Council.

Councilor Spector noted his belief that the proposed question is fair and valid and that the citizens’ question does not contain enough information.  But for the sake of continuing dialogue in the community, he moved to table the question.

Motion was made by Councilor Spector and seconded by Councilor LaBarge to table the motion.

Motion to table allows for no debate.  On a roll call vote the motion to table the question carried by a vote of 6 - 1, with Councilor Dostal voting No.

Tabled.




	He asked his colleagues to not move to take the proposed amendments off the table. 

Councilor Spector asked Councilor Narkewicz to clarify a point based on the conversation he had with the Planning Board since the last meeting, on which he was asked to report.

Councilor Spector moved to take the proposed amendment off the table for First Reading for the purpose of discussion.  Councilor Carney seconded the motion.

The motion to remove the amendment from the table for the purpose of discussion carried by a vote of 5 - 2, with Councilors Bardsley and LaBarge voting No.

A discussion on the merits of the proposed amendment followed.

At 8:36 Councilor Narkewicz made a motion to table the two items indefinitely.

Councilor Bardsley seconded the motion.

On a roll call vote, the motion carried by a vote of 6-1, with Councilor Spector voting No.

Tabled.


	

	New Business
	Councilor Dostal drew attention to the letter from Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School noting that the Council would be called on to vote to replace Trustee David Bourbeau, who recently passed.

Mayor Higgins briefed the Councilors on the event at the Treatment Plant this morning, where flooding occurred due to a failure of equipment.  She praised all the City personnel who worked during the emergency.



	
	


At 8:41 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Spector and seconded by Councilor Bardsley.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (7-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council Pro Tempore

Attest:________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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