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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA
October 1, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 8:13 p.m. On roll call, eight (8) Councilors were present:

Councilor James M. Dostal

Councilor Michael R. Bardsley

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Robert C. Reckman

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Proclamation – World Sight Month October 2009
	Proclamation – World Sight Month October 2009 – accepted by Matt Peterson, president of the Northampton Lions Club

	A Fifteen-Minute Recess for City Councilors to Attend the Lighting of the New Academy of Music Marquee


	A Fifteen-Minute Recess for City Councilors to Attend the Lighting of the New Academy of Music Marquee.

	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of September 17, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of September 17, 2009; Councilor Dostal seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Proclamation – Polish Heritage Month October 2009
	Proclamation – Polish Heritage Month October 2009 – accepted by Stanley Lakota, representative of the Polish Heritage Committee

	Pole Petition – 8:00 p.m. Pole Re-Location King Street

Approved
	Pole Petition – 8:00 p.m. – Petition for Pole Re-Location – National Grid/Verizon New England, Inc. – King Street

Councilor LaBarge moved to open the Public Hearing; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Bob Celucci, representative of National Grid/Verizon New England, Inc. was present as proponent.

Councilor LaBarge noted the special notes from DPW at P64, i.e., “Existing Highway Bound Must Be Protected or Replaced If Damaged”; Mr. Celucci agreed to the notes.

There were no opponents.

Councilor Dostal moved to close the Public Hearing; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the Petition; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Resolution – Promotion of Air-Drying of Clothes

First Reading


	Resolution – Promotion of Air-Drying of Clothes

Councilor Dostal moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of October 15, 2009 for second reading.

	Reappointments – Special Police Officers for Calendar Year 2010 

Reappointed


	Reappointments – Special Police Officers for Calendar Year 2010

Councilor Dostal moved approval of the reappointments; Councilor Murphy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

	Committee Report - Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of August 10, 2009

Approved


	Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of August 10, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved approval; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report - Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of August 31, 2009

Approved


	Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of August 31, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved approval; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report– Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of August 17, 2009

Approved


	Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of August 17, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved approval; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Order – The Sum of $360,000 be and hereby is Raised and Appropriated from FY2010 Revenues to the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574)

First Reading
	Order – The Sum of $360,000 be and hereby is Raised and Appropriated from FY2010 Revenues to the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574)

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of October 15, 2009 for second reading.

	Order – The Sum of $137,817 be and hereby is Raised and Appropriated from FY2010 Revenues to General Fund Departmental Budgets

First Reading


	Order – The Sum of $137,817 be and hereby is Raised and Appropriated from FY2010 Revenues to General Fund Departmental Budgets

Councilor Dostal moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of October 15, 2009 for second reading.

	Order - Biennial Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2009

(Late File)

First Reading


	Order - Biennial Municipal Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2009 (Late File)

Councilor Murphy moved to Suspend Rule 39; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of October 15, 2009 for second reading.

	Ordinance – Amend §22-1B Overview of City Council and City Council Committees; Establishment of Committees 

First Reading


	Ordinance – Amend §22-1B Overview of City Council and City Council Committees; Establishment of Committees 

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of October 15, 2009 for second reading.

	Ordinance- Amend §350-8.8 Standards for Private, Individual Driveways 

First Reading


	Ordinance- Amend §350-8.8 Standards for Private, Individual Driveways 

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Murphy voting No).

See meeting of October 15, 2009 for second reading.

	New Business


	Councilor Reckman stated that the City Council should have a special meeting to discuss Best Practices.  City Council President Dostal stated that we must get dates and times for all Councilors’ conveniences.  It was agreed that the meeting would be after the November 3, 2009 election, but be held before this City Council ends in December 2009.  

Councilor Spector stated that there is a vacant opening on the Community Preservation Committee, and he encouraged residents to apply.

Councilor Narkewicz stated that there would be ribbon cuttings at 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 4, 2009 for the Bike Trail.

Mayor Higgins stated that Sunday, October 4, 2009 is also Shelter Sunday.

Councilor Bardsley stated that Saturday, October 3, 2009 is the date of the New England Transgender Pride March.

	
	


At 9:10 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Dostal and seconded by Councilor Reckman.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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