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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

November 5, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 7:47 p.m. On roll call, eight (8) Councilors were present:

Councilor James M. Dostal

Councilor Michael R. Bardsley

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Robert C. Reckman

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of October 15, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of October 15, 2009; Councilor Dostal seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointment to Conservation Commission – Valerie J. Vignaux

Approved
	APPOINTMENT to Conservation Commission of Valerie J. Vignaux, 88 Front Street, Leeds, Term to Expire March 2012, replacing Paul Wetzel (Committee on Appointments & Evaluations October 19, 2009 forwards to full City Council with recommendation of approval)

Councilor Dostal moved approval of the appointment; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Reappointments to Recreation Commission –

· Michael Flynn

· Thomas Parent

Approved
	REAPPOINTMENTS to Recreation Commission – 

· Michael Flynn, (Served since 2004)  - Term to Expire June 2012

· Thomas Parent, (Served since 1982) - Term to Expire June 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 31; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Dostal moved approval of the reappointments; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointment to Recreation Commission – David Cronin

Referred
	APPOINTMENT to Recreation Commission – David Cronin, 103 Pioneer Knolls Ext., Florence, Term to Expire June 2011, replacing James Gladden (Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations)

Councilor LaBarge moved to refer; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointment to Agricultural Commission – John Kelly

Referred
	APPOINTMENT to Agricultural Commission – John Kelly, Term to Expire September 2011, to replace John Szafranski  (Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations)

Councilor Dostal moved to refer; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of September 21, 2009

Approved


	Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of September 21, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report– Transportation & Parking Commission minutes of September 8, 2009

Approved


	Transportation & Parking Commission minutes of September 8, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Order- Amounts Transferred within the Community Preservation Fund Reserve Accounts 

First Reading


	Order – Amounts Transferred within the Community Preservation Fund Reserve Accounts (Needs 1ST Reading)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of November 19, 2009 for second reading.



	Order – Appropriation of $37,018.80 for Smith Vocational Agricultural High School Shop and Facilities Equipment and Materials

First Reading


	Order - Appropriation of $37,018.80 for Smith Vocational Agricultural High School Shop and Facilities Equipment and Materials (Needs 1ST Reading)
Councilor Dostal moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of November 19, 2009 for second reading.



	Order – Special State Primary to be held on Tuesday, December 8, 2009

Enrolled
	Order- Special State Primary to be held on Tuesday, December 8, 2009 (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Dostal moved approval in first reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Dostal moved approval in second reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, November 5, 2009
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MASSACHUSETTS
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Upon the recommendatlon of City Clerk Wendy Mazza

Oﬂlerea/ anf the meeting of the members of the Political Parties in the City of
Northampton, qualified to vote, in the Special State Primaries will be held on

- Tuesday, December 8, 2009, in the several polling places designated for the
purpose by the City Council, as follows:

WARD 1, Precinct A - In Jackson Street School Auditorium

WARD 1, Precinct B - In Jackson Street School Auditorium

WARD 2, Precinct A - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School

WARD 2, Precinct B - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School

WARD 3, Precinct A - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street
WARD 3, Precinct B - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street
WARD 4, Precinct A - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street
WARD 4, Precinct B - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street ,
WARD 5, Precinct A - In Florence Civic and Business Building, 90 Park Street
WARD 5, Precinct B - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School

WARD 6, Precinct A - In Robert K. Finn Ryan Road School

WARD 6, Precinct B - In Robert K. Finn Ryan Road School

WARD 7, Precinct A - In John F. Kennedy Middle School, Community Room
WARD 7, Precinct B - In Leeds School Gymnasium, Lower Level

The polls will be opened at seven o clock in the forenoon and closed at eight o’clock in the
evening of the said day, and all such members will in the several wards and precincts in
which they are individually entitled to vote between said hours give in their votes for the
nomination of candidates for Senator in Congress.





Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Ordinance- Amend §312-102 Schedule 1 Parking Prohibited All Times

Referred


	Ordinance - Amend §312-102 Schedule 1 Parking Prohibited All Times (Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Councilor LaBarge moved to refer; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	8:00 p.m. – Public Hearing – Tax Classification Hearing and First Reading on Tax Rate for FY2010

First Reading
	8:00 p.m. – Public Hearing- TAX CLASSIFICATION HEARING and First Reading on Tax Rate for FY2010
Tax Assessor Joan Sarafin stated that this is a certification year for the Assessors.  The MA DOR has done a complete audit of the income and expense and system of assessment of the City.  On October 6, 2009, the assessors voted to recommend a factor of one.  The assessors’ office has calculated that the tax rate for FY2010 will increase from current $11.48 per $1,000 assessed property value to $12.64 per $1,000.  This increase reflects the $2million override passed in June 2009.  Debt exclusions still reflected in this rate are for the JFK Middle School, high school and fire station.

Councilor Dostal moved to open the public hearing; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Suzanne Beck, Executive Director of the Greater Northampton Chamber of Commerce, spoke in favor of the factor of one.  She stated that the BID is bringing a vitality of downtown.  

Gene Tacy, resident, spoke in favor of the factor of one, stating a 43% commercial growth.

Mr. Leslie Fraidstern, resident, stated that the Assessors and their valuations of properties should be audited, studied and evaluated.  He questioned the new growth of “small commercial” property in the report.  He stated that more detailed information should be given in the report. 

Teri Anderson, Northampton Community and Economic Development Office, spoke in support of the factor of one.  She stated that the cost of doing business is high in Massachusetts, and the City needs to compete with local and state.  This is intricately linked to the Tax Incentive Program, with the City’s TIF lower than most other communities.

There was a further discussion of how properties are valued.  Joan Sarafin also stated that Purple Heart recipients could receive exemptions of $1500.

Councilor Murphy moved to approve the Factor of One (enclosed Tax Levy is not finalized to date) in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of November 19, 2009 for second reading.



	Appointment of Teri Anderson, Director, Northampton Community and Economic Development Office

Approved
	APPOINTMENT of Teri Anderson, Director, Northampton Community and Economic Development Office (Committee on Appointments & Evaluations October 19, 2009 forwards to full City Council without a recommendation)

Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 6 Yes, 2 No (Councilors LaBarge and Bardsley voting No)

Teri Anderson spoke of her duties and responsibilities and many accomplishments for the City of Northampton.  Councilors Reckman, Carney, Dostal, and Spector spoke in support of this appointment.  Councilors LaBarge and Bardsley both stated that the position should have been posted.  Mayor Higgins stated it was her decision not to post the position, and that Teri Anderson is the best qualified for the position.



	New Business


	None



	
	


At 9:07 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Dostal and seconded by Councilor Reckman.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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