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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

November 19, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 8:45 p.m. On roll call, seven (7) Councilors were present:

Councilor Michael R. Bardsley

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Robert C. Reckman

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Absent: Councilor James M. Dostal

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Approval of Minutes of November 5, 2009

Approved


	Approval of Minutes of November 5, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of  November 5, 2009; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Proclamation – Family Literacy Month November 2009


	Proclamation – Family Literacy Month November 2009

Mayor Higgins read the proclamation; Kathleen Hasbrouck and three children and their father were present to receive the proclamation.

	Resolution – In Support of Updating the Massachusetts Bottle Bill

First Reading


	Resolution – In Support of Updating the Massachusetts Bottle Bill

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

It was requested that this be sent, upon passage, to Representatives, Senators, the Governor, and to Mass. Recycling.

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Resolution – In Support of the Living Wage

First Reading


	Resolution – In Support of the Living Wage

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Resolution – To Purchase Bean Farm for Recreation, Agriculture and Conservation Purposes

Tabled
	Resolution – To Purchase Bean Farm for Recreation, Agriculture and Conservation Purposes

Wayne Feiden, Director of Planning Department, gave a Powerpoint presentation regarding this property and this Resolution.  There will also be a community presentation and public forum on December 7, 2009 at the JFK Middle School.  

Councilor Reckman moved to recognize Anne-Marie Moggio, Recreation Director; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Table this Resolution to December 3, 2009 for first reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 6 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Reckman voting No).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for first reading.



	Resolution – To Accept Deeds and Easements for Multi-Use Village Hill Trail

First Reading


	Resolution – To Accept Deeds and Easements for Multi-Use Village Hill Trail

Councilor Reckman moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Resolution – To Accept Deeds to Preserve Open Space at Village Hill

First Reading


	Resolution – To Accept Deeds to Preserve Open Space at Village Hill

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Appointment - to Agricultural Commission – John Kelly

Approved
	APPOINTMENT to Agricultural Commission – John Kelly, Term to Expire September 2011, to replace John Szafranski  (Recommended by Committee on Appointments & Evaluations November 9, 2009)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Appointment to Energy and Sustainability Committee – John Kelly 

Approved
	APPOINTMENT to Energy and Sustainability Committee – John Kelly, Term to Expire November 2011, replacing John Szafranski as Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School Representative (Recommended by Committee on Appointments & Evaluations November 9, 2009)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Appointment to Recreation Commission – David Cronin
Approved


	APPOINTMENT to Recreation Commission – David Cronin, 103 Pioneer Knolls Ext., Florence, Term to Expire June 2011, replacing James Gladden (Recommended by Committee on Appointments & Evaluations November 9, 2009)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Application to Conservation Commission – Tim Parshall

Referred
	APPLICATION to Conservation Commission – Tim Parshall, 76 North Street, Northampton, Term to Expire March 2012, replacing Leslie King (Refer to Committee on Appointments and Evaluations)  LATE FILE
Councilor Reckman moved to Suspend Rule 39; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Spector moved to refer to committee; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Appointments and Evaluations minutes of June 8, 2009, September 14, 2009 and October 19, 2009

Accepted


	Committee on Appointments and Evaluations minutes of June 8, 2009, (no July or August meetings) September 14, 2009 and October 19, 2009
Councilor LaBarge moved to accept the minutes; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of October 5, 2009

Accepted


	Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of October 5, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to accept the minutes; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of October 5, 2009

Accepted


	Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of October 5, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to accept the minutes; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Public Safety minutes of October 6, 2009

Accepted


	Committee on Public Safety minutes of October 6, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to accept the minutes; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Order – Tax Classification and Tax Rate for FY2010

Enrolled


	Order - Tax Classification and Tax Rate for FY2010

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in second reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009

Upon recommendation of Mayor Mary Clare Higgins

Ordered, that the Northampton City Council approves for Fiscal Year 2010 a Residential Factor of One (1) and the enclosed tax levy percentages.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

	Order – Amounts Transferred within the Community Preservation Fund Reserve Accounts

Enrolled


	Order - Amounts Transferred within the Community Preservation Fund Reserve Accounts 
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Community Preservation Committee

Ordered, that the following amounts be transferred within the Community Preservation Fund Reserve Accounts:

$230,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Open Space Reserve Account to the Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve

$380,000 from the Community Preservation Fund Affordable Housing Reserve Account to the Community Preservation Fund Budgeted Reserve
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Appropriation of $ 37,018.80 for Smith Vocational Agricultural High School Shop and Facilities Equipment and Materials

Enrolled


	Order - Appropriation of $37,018.80 for Smith Vocational Agricultural High School Shop and Facilities Equipment and Materials
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Finance Committee

Ordered, that the sum of $ 37,018.80 is appropriated for Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School Shop and Facilities Equipment and Materials pursuant to a vote by the Trustees on June 16, 2009; and that to meet such appropriation the sum of $37,018.80 be and hereby is transferred from the Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School Stabilization Fund (5000-340520) to the General Fund (0100-340641).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Transfer the sum of $ 23,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to Parking Division OM Trash Removal account

First Reading


	Order - Transfer the sum of $23,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund (2312211-340660) to the Parking Division OM Trash Removal account (14812-529003)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.

	Order – Appropriate $ 5,000 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve (2344930-359930) for Barrett Street Beaver Preservation

Enrolled
	Order - Appropriate $ 5,000 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve (2344930-359930) for Barrett Street Beaver Preservation (Needs 1ST Reading)   LATE FILE
Councilor Reckman moved to Suspend Rule 39; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in second reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor Mary Clare Higgins and the Community Preservation Committee

WHEREAS, Barrett Street Marsh Beaver Preservation saves wildlife resources and habitat that would otherwise be threatened and preserves surface water resources; and

WHEREAS, Barrett Street Marsh Beaver Preservation can be implemented expeditiously and within budget; and

WHEREAS, the final contract for such funds will include conditions to ensure the project is properly executed;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That City Council appropriates $5,000 from the Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve (#2344930-359930) for Barrett Street Beaver Preservation.
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Ordinance -Amend 312-67 A keep right sign be installed in the locations listed (Route9/Look Park)  

First Reading


	Ordinance - Amend 312-67 A keep right sign be installed in the locations listed (Route9/Look Park)  (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)  

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.

	Ordinance -Amend 312-112 A One-Way Street sign be installed at the locations listed (Route 9/Look Park)

First Reading


	Ordinance - Amend 312-112 A One-Way Street sign be installed at the locations listed (Route 9/Look Park) (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)  

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.

	Ordinance -Amend 312-113 A yield sign be installed at the locations listed (Route 9/Look Park)  

First Reading


	Ordinance - Amend 312-113 A yield sign be installed at the locations listed (Route 9/Look Park)  (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Ordinance -Amend 312-112 A Portion of Laurel Street Be Established as a One Way Street

Ordained and Enrolled


	Ordinance - Amend 312-112 A Portion of Laurel Street Be Established as a One Way Street (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)  
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Reckman moved to Suspend Rule 14; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in second reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009
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MASSACHUSETTS

ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section................ , of said Code;
A portion of Laurel Street be established as a one way street

providing that

Be it ordained by the C1ty Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:
Section 1. That section..... 312112 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:
312-112 Schedule XI: One Way Streets

S ECLLON vwrrrerrerrmsssssamerrsenees
ADD:
Location Direction From To
Laurel Street Northerly A point 25 feet Burts Pit Road
southerly from the
Southerly gutter line
of Burts Pit Road





Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Ordinance- Amend §312-113 A Stop Sign Be Installed on Laurel Street at Intersection with Grove Street

Ordained and Enrolled
	Ordinance - Amend §312-113 A Stop Sign Be Installed on Laurel Street at Intersection with Grove Street (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)  
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Reckman moved to Suspend Rule 14; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in second reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009
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MASSACHUSETTS

ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section.%..l..‘.z..:.l...lé ........ , of said Code;

- A stop sign be installed on Laurel Street at its intersection with Grove Street’
PIOVIAIIE TRAL e nnreeaseseesssess s sss o e 88185451 88 A 108

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:

Section 1. That section..... 3 12'113 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:

A. Isolated Stop Signs.

Location Direction of Travel At Intersection of

Laurel Street South Grove Street





Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Ordinance - Amend §312-64 For Obedience to Traffic Control Signals

First Reading


	Ordinance - Amend §312-64 For Obedience to Traffic Control Signals (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Ordinance- Amend 312-112 Belmont Avenue One-Way Street 
Tabled

	Ordinance - Amend 312-112 Belmont Avenue One-Way Street (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)  
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  No vote was taken.

Councilor Bardsley moved to Table to December 3, 2009 for first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 6 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Murphy voting No).



	Ordinance- Amend §312-110-A Off-Street Parking Areas

First Reading

	Ordinance - Amend §312-110-A Off-Street Parking Areas (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009)
Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	Ordinance- Amend §312-102 Schedule 1 Parking Prohibited at All Times

First Reading

	Ordinance - Amend §312-102 Schedule 1 Parking Prohibited at All Times (Approved by Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims November 9, 2009) 

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

See meeting of December 3, 2009 for second reading.



	New Business

Enrolled


	Councilor Bardsley introduced a Resolution:

Resolution 

The Northampton City Council strongly urges the Director of Northampton Community and Economic Development Office takes any and all reasonable actions to assist in resolving the current dispute between Green Street Café and Smith College in a good faith effort to retain a long standing local business.  The Director is requested to provide the City Council with an update at its next meeting, December 3, 2009. 

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded with a “friendly amendment” to “add the Mayor” to this Resolution.  Councilor Bardsley moved approval, with “friendly amendment” in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 5 Yes, 2 No (Councilors Murphy and Reckman voting No).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed on a Voice Vote of 5 Yes, 2 No (Councilors Murphy and Reckman voting No).

The following Resolution passed second reading:

In City Council, November 19, 2009

Sponsored by Councilor Michael R. Bardsley

Resolution 

The Northampton City Council strongly urges the Mayor and Director of Northampton Community and Economic Development Office take any and all reasonable actions to assist in resolving the current dispute between Green Street Café and Smith College in a good faith effort to retain a long standing local business.  The Mayor and Director of Community and Economic Development Office are requested to provide the City Council with an update at its next meeting, December 3, 2009. 

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	New Business
	Mayor Higgins announced that there would be a public meeting of the Housing Needs Assessment on Saturday, November 21, 2009 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at the Senior Center and on Monday, November 23, 2009 from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at the Senior Center.  This meeting is for the purpose of public input on housing needs and priority strategies to address affordable housing.  This relates to the Living Wage and Cost of Living.  

Councilor Spector announced that there is an opening on the Community Preservation Commission and that all are encouraged to apply.  This is a City Council appointed position.

Mayor Higgins encouraged any Councilors willing to assist in planning for the Inauguration to contact her office.



	
	


At 11:05 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Reckman and seconded by Councilor LaBarge.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (7-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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