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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA
March 19, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Higgins at 8:20 p.m. On roll call, all nine Councilors were present:

 Councilor James M. Dostal

       “          Michael R. Bardsley

        “         Maureen T. Carney      

        “         Paul D. Spector

        “         Robert C. Reckman

        “         David J. Narkiewicz

        “         David A. Murphy

        “         Marianne L. LaBarge

        “         Raymond W. LaBarge

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of March 5, 2009

Councilor Dostal moved to approve the minutes of March 5, 2009; Councilor Reckman seconded. The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Resolution – The Council of Governments Wishes to Sell Property at Private Sale, Land Located at 222 River Road, Leeds, MA (Northampton Assessors Map 5, Parcel 1)

Enrolled


	Resolution – The Council of Governments Wishes to Sell Property at Private Sale, Land Located at 222 River Road, Leeds, MA (Northampton Assessors Map 5, Parcel 1)

Councilor Narkewicz moved second reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, March 19, 2009

Upon the Recommendation of Council President James Dostal

Whereas: The Council of Governments wishes to sell property at Private sale land located at 222 River Road, Leeds, MA, (Northampton Assessors Map 5, Parcel 1) in the City of Northampton hereinafter referred to as the “River Road Land”;

Whereas: Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 34 Section 14 requires the County to give the City Council of the City of Northampton 90 days Notice of its planned sale of the premises when such land is located within the City;

Whereas, the City of Northampton wishes to acknowledge receipt of Notice of this Sale which was delivered to the Mayor and the City Council Offices on February 2,2009;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED

That the City Council hereby authorizes the Mayor to execute any and all documents acknowledging that the City Council has received the Notices required by M.G.L. Chapter 34, Section 14 regarding the above-described “River Road Land” and further, the City Council authorizes the Mayor to execute any and all documents necessary to waive any and all rights that the City Council may have to contest this notice or to purchase this property.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Appointment – Northampton Arts Council – Eva Weber

Appointed


	Appointment –

Northampton Arts Council - Eva Weber, 117 Riverbank Road, Northampton – Term to Expire January 2011, replaces Joyce Rosenfeld

Councilor Dostal moved the appointment; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Appointment – Northampton Arts Council – Mary Clark

Appointed


	Appointment –

Northampton Arts Council - Mary Clark, 183 Riverside Drive, Florence – Term to Expire July 2011, replaces Lu Stubbs

Councilor Dostal moved the appointment; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Appointment – Northampton Arts Council – Janet Beattie

Appointed


	Appointment –

Northampton Arts Council - Janet Beattie, 9 Hayward Road, Florence – Term to Expire July 2011, replaces Irene Kubert

Councilor Dostal moved the appointment; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Appointment – Northampton Arts Council – Marvin Cable

Appointed


	Appointment –

Northampton Arts Council - Marvin Cable, 73 Bridge Street, Unit#6, Northampton- Term to Expire October 2011, replaces Hilary Emerson Lay

Councilor Dostal moved the appointment; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Appointment – Central Business Architecture Committee – Barry Steeves

Appointed


	Appointment –

Central Business Architecture Committee -  Barry Steeves, 16 Grand View Lane, Florence – Term to Expire April 2012, replaces David Murphy

Councilor Reckman moved the appointment; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Application to Northampton Arts Council – Stephen Petegorsky

Referred


	Application to Northampton Arts Council – Stephen Petegorsky, 172 North Farms Road, Florence – Term to Expire August 2011, to replace Paul Lieberman – REFER to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations

Councilor Dostal moved to refer to Committee on Appointments and Evaluations; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Committee Report – Transportation and Parking Commission minutes of December 16, 2008

Approved


	Committee Report -Transportation and Parking Commission minutes of December 16, 2008

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to approve Committee Report minutes; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of February 9, 2009

Approved


	Committee Report - Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of February 9, 2009

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to approve Committee Report minutes; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Committee Report – Committee on Appointments and Evaluations minutes of March 9, 2009

Approved


	Committee Report - Committee on Appointments and Evaluations minutes of March 9, 2009
Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to approve Committee Report minutes; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).


	Committee Report– Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of February 9, 2009

Approved


	Committee Report - Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of February 9, 2009

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to approve Committee Report minutes; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).


	Order – The Petition Pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40 O to Establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008.

Order – The Petition Pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40 O to Establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008. (Continued)

Enrolled


	Order –
The Petition Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 O to Establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008. 

Councilor Dostal moved second reading; Councilor Murphy seconded. 

Councilor Bardsley moved to recognize City Solicitor Janet Sheppard; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Bardsley moved to recognize Dan Yacuzzo; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Bardsley moved to recognize Ann Burke; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).

There was discussion about principals of the BID, questions asked for clarification.  

The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 8 Yes, 1 No ( Councilor Raymond LaBarge voting No).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, March 19, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Order –
The Petition Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 O to Establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008.  (Continued)

Ordered, that the Petition Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 O to establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008, satisfies the purposes set forth and the establishment criteria of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 O; and

That the Northampton Business Improvement District is hereby declared established and organized pursuant to the Petition and pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 O to establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008, with those boundaries and service area as specifically set forth in Exhibit “A” and Exhibit “B” to said Petition (a copy of said Petition together with all Exhibits is attached as a part of this order).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order- To Authorize Mayor Higgins to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Northampton Business Improvement District

Enrolled


	Order - 
To Authorize Mayor Higgins to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Northampton Business Improvement District.

Mayor Higgins presented a document with breakdown of costs and definitions of the Memorandum of Understanding(Attached).

Councilor Dostal moved second reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 7 Yes, 2 No (Councilor Michael Bardsley and Councilor Raymond LaBarge voting No).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, March 19, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that to Authorize Mayor Mary Clare Higgins to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding including those terms and obligations as is set forth in that certain Northampton Business Improvement District, Improvement Plan, Exhibit “C” to Petition pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40 O to establish the Northampton Business Improvement District, filed December 10, 2008.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Transfer of $152,000 from Undesignated Fund Balance to Veteran’s Services Benefits

Enrolled
	Order –
Transfer of $152,000 from Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to Veteran’s Services Benefits (15432-577000). 

Councilor Dostal moved second reading; Councilor Murphy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, March 19, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Finance Committee

Ordered, that the sum of $152,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to Veteran’s Services Benefits (15432-577000).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

	Order – Appropriation of $310,000, In Addition to $350,000 Previously Appropriated, for Purpose of Financing Waste Water Treatment Plant Effluent Pump Replacement and Upgrades

First Reading


	Order –
Appropriation of $310,000, In Addition to $350,000 Previously Appropriated, for Purpose of Financing Waste Water Treatment Plant Effluent Pump Replacement and Upgrades.

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 2, 2009 for second reading.

	Order – Appropriation of $695,000 for Well Chlorination and Upgrades

First Reading
	Order –
Appropriation of $695,000 for Well Chlorination and Upgrades

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved first reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 2, 2009 for second reading.



	Ordinance- Amend § 44-5, Bonds and Executive of Contracts

Referred to Finance Committee


	Ordinance -
Amend §44-5, Bonds and Execution of Contracts (Refer to Finance Committee)
Councilor Reckman moved to refer to Finance Committee; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote to refer passed unanimously (9-0).



	New Business


	New Business –

Councilor Dostal again announced elections to be held on April 2, 2009 at City Council meeting of One Member of Board of Assessors, Two Members of Board of Almoners, One Member of Trust Fund Committee, and One Member of Board of Health.  Applications can be sent to the Council Clerk office.

Councilor Murphy announced that the Mayor will meet Ward 5 residents for a Budget presentation on March 24, 2009 at 6:00 PM.

Councilor Marianne LaBarge announced that the Mayor will meet Ward 6 residents for a Budget presentation at Ryan Road School on March 23, 2009 from 6:00 –8:00 pm.

Councilor Spector announced that the Mayor will meet Ward 2 residents for a Budget presentation at Little Theatre, Northampton High School on April 7, 2009 from 6:00 –8:00 pm.



	Executive Session – For the Purpose of discussing Collective Bargaining and Real Estate MGL Chapter 29 § 23B (3,6)
	EXECUTIVE SESSION - For the Purpose of discussing Collective Bargaining and Real Estate M.G. L. Chap. 39 § 23B (3,6)

At 9:30 PM, Councilor Dostal made the motion to go into Executive Session; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously on a Roll Call Vote (9-0).



At 10:55 PM, a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Bardsley and seconded by Councilor Carney.  The vote to adjourn passed on a Roll Call Vote unanimously (9-0).
Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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