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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA
April 2, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Higgins at   8:00 p.m. On roll call, all nine Councilors were present:

 Councilor James M. Dostal

       “          Michael R. Bardsley

        “         Maureen T. Carney      

        “         Paul D. Spector

        “         Robert C. Reckman

        “         David J. Narkiewicz

        “         Marianne L. LaBarge

        “         Raymond W. LaBarge

Councilor David A. Murphy was absent.

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Elections – 8:00 PM- One Member of Board of Assessors, Two Members of Board of Almoners, One Member of Trust Fund Committee, and One Member of Board of Health


	Elections – 8:00 PM

One Member of Board of Assessors, Two Members of Board of Almoners, One Member of Trust Fund Committee and One Member of  Board of Health
Mayor Higgins handed the gavel to Council President Dostal.

Board of Assessors

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to open nominations for 1 member of Board of Assessors; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz nominated Margo Welch to Board of Assessors; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to recognize Margo Welch; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Ms. Welch spoke to Council and praised Joe Cross and Joan Sarafin on the Board of Assessors; she said it is a pleasure to work with this Board.

Councilor Reckman moved to close nominations for the Board of Assessors; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The vote on the nomination of Margo Welch to the Board of Assessors for a three-year reappointment passed unanimously (8-0).

Board of Almoners

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to open nominations for 2 members of Board of Almoners; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz nominated Susan Stubbs to the Board of Almoners; Councilor Reckman seconded.  

Councilor Reckman nominated Andrea Murray; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Reckman moved to close nominations for the Board of Almoners; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The vote on the nominations of Susan Stubbs and Andrea Murray to the Board of Almoners, each for three-year appointments, passed unanimously (8-0).

Trust Fund Committee

Councilor Narkewicz moved to open nominations for 1 member of Trust Fund Committee; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Reckman nominated Gerald Budgar to Trust Fund Committee; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to recognize Gerald Budgar; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Mr. Budgar spoke to Council and stated that it is an honor to serve with George Zimmerman, City Treasurer, and the whole Trust Fund Committee.

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close nominations for the Trust Fund Committee; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The vote on the nomination of Gerald Budgar to the Trust Fund Committee for a three-year reappointment passed unanimously (8-0).

Board of Health 

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to open nominations for 1 member of Board of Health; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Reckman nominated Donna Clarke Salloom to Board of Health; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close nominations for the Board of Health; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The vote on the nomination of Donna Clarke Salloom to the Board of Health for a three-year reappointment passed unanimously (8-0).

 Council President Dostal handed the gavel back to Mayor Higgins.



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of March 19, 2009

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of  March 19, 2009; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Presentation – Deputy Chief Chris Norris presented City of Northampton with HeartSafe Designation 
	Presentation –

Deputy Chief Chris Norris will present to the City of Northampton the HeartSafe Designation from Western Massachusetts EMS

Deputy Chief Chris Norris stated that early access and early CPR are excellent tools in saving lives in case of sudden cardiac arrest.  Steve Cote, of Western Massachusetts EMS HeartSafe Program, presented a certificate to the City of Northampton and signs to display this designation. 

	Presentation – Deputy Chief Chris Norris presented AED Defibrillator to the City of Northampton for use at City Hall


	Presentation –

Deputy Chief Chris Norris will present an AED Defibrillator to the City of Northampton for use at City Hall

Deputy Chief Chris Norris introduced Paul Weinberg, who presented the AED Defibrillator to the City of Northampton for use at City Hall.

Deputy Chief Norris emphasized that this AED Defibrillator is to be kept at City Hall to be used by city employees and for public access in the community.

	Committee Report– Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of February 23, 2009

Approved


	Committee Report - 

Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of February 23, 2009
Councilor Bardsley moved approval; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report- Transportation and Parking Commission minutes of January 20, 2009 and February 17, 2009 

Approved


	Committee Report –

Transportation and Parking Commission minutes of January 20, 2009 and February 17, 2009

Councilor Bardsley moved approval; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Order – Appropriation of $310,000, In Addition to $350,000 Previously Appropriated, for Purpose of Financing Waste Water Treatment Plant Effluent Pump Replacement and Upgrades

Enrolled
	Order –

Appropriation of $310,000, In Addition to $350,000 Previously Appropriated, for Purpose of Financing Waste Water Treatment Plant Effluent Pump Replacement and Upgrades (2nd Reading)

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved approval; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Councilor Murphy being absent).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, April 2, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Board of Public Works

 Ordered, that the sum of $310,000 is appropriated in addition to the $350,000 previously appropriated, for the purpose of financing the Waste Water Treatment Plant effluent pump replacement and upgrades; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $660,000 under M.G.L. c. 44, § 7(9) or any other enabling authority; and that the DPW Director is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order- Appropriation of $695,000 for Well Chlorination and Upgrades

Enrolled
	Order –

Appropriation of $695,000 for Well Chlorination and Upgrades (2nd Reading)
Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved approval; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Councilor Murphy being absent).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, April 2, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Board of Public Works

Ordered, that the sum of $695,000 is appropriated for the Well Chlorination and upgrades; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $695,000 under M.G.L. c. 44, § 7(9) or any other enabling authority; and that the Mayor is authorized to contract for and expend any federal or state aid available for this project; and that the DPW Director is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Appropriation of $4,348,000, In Addition to $13,600,000 Previously Appropriated for the Construction of a Police Facility

First Reading


	Order –

Appropriation of $4,348,000, In Addition to $13,600,000 Previously Appropriated for the Construction of a Police Facility (1ST Reading)

Councilor Spector moved approval; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Councilor Murphy being absent).

See April 16, 2009 for second reading.



	Ordinance- Amend 116-8 Municipal Life Safety Alarm System 

Referred to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims and Committee on Public Safety


	Ordinance -
Amend 116-8 Municipal Life Safety Alarm System – Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims and Committee on Public Safety

Councilor Dostal moved to Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims and Committee on Public Safety; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Councilor Murphy being absent).



	New Business


	Council President James Dostal announced that Drury Lane, Loudville Road, North Loudville Road, Ridgeview Road, and Westhampton Road will have power shut off on Wednesday, April 22, 2009 from 9:00 – 10:30 AM.  Residents have been sent letters of notification.

Council President James Dostal announces National Telecommunicators Week April 12-18, 2009:
This month, the City will honor its public safety Dispatchers during National Telecommunicators’ Week, April 12th through April 18th 2009.  This week is a celebration of our Nations’ “First” First-Responders.  In 1994, a permanent Congressional proclamation declared the second full week in April as National Telecommunicators’ Week, allowing us to place a special focus on our dispatch professionals for their contributions to the safety and security of our community.

2009 is an exceptionally special year for Northampton Public Safety, as we also celebrate our 10-year anniversary of service to the City.

Northampton’s eleven public safety dispatchers handle over 33,000 emergency and non-emergency calls each year for the City’s police, fire and emergency medical services.  They dispatch and coordinate our police officers, fire units and ambulances, as well as maintaining after hours contact with the DPW, animal control and all City buildings.

This week we will take a few extra moments to honor the dispatchers of Northampton Public Safety Communications Center for their constant devotion to public safety dispatching, consistent excellence in customer service, and the continued pursuit of the goal to protect life and property, while maintaining the highest level of professionalism.

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to the City, its residents’, and our emergency responders, both during Telecommunicators’ Week, and every week.



	Executive Session
	Executive Session – For the Purpose of discussing Litigation and Real Estate M.G.L. Chapter 39 § 23B (3,6)

Councilor Reckman moved to adjourn into Executive Session; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 1 Absent (Councilor Murphy being absent).

Mayor Higgins announced that no votes would be taken in Executive Session.



	
	


At 10:30 PM, a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Dostal and seconded by Councilor Spector.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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