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(Meeting of April 16, 2009)  


	
	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA
April 16, 2009

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Higgins at 9:15 p.m. On roll call, eight Councilors were present:

 Councilor James M. Dostal

       “          Michael R. Bardsley  

        “         Paul D. Spector

        “         Robert C. Reckman

        “         David J. Narkiewicz

        “         David A. Murphy

        “         Marianne L. LaBarge

        “         Raymond W. LaBarge

Councilor Maureen Carney was absent.

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Proclamation – Week of the Young Child

April 19 – 25, 2009


	Proclamation – Week of the Young Child April 19 – 25, 2009

Barbara Black and students were present to accept the Proclamation.  The students sang the Proclamation.  Each student was given a copy of the Proclamation.

	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of April 2, 2009

Councilor Bardsley moved to approve the minutes of April 2, 2009; Councilor Reckman seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointment – Application to Zoning Board of Appeals – Elizabeth Silver – Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations

Referred


	Appointment – 

Application to Zoning Board of Appeals – Elizabeth Silver, 67 Willow Street, Florence to replace Roisin Quinn, Term to Expire March 2010 (Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations)

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to Refer to Committee on Appointments and Evaluations; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointment – Application to Agricultural Commission – Ben James – Refer to Committee on Appointments and Evaluations

Referred


	Appointment –

Application to Agricultural Commission – Ben James, 8 Pomeroy Terrace, Northampton, Replacing Bernie Smiarowski, Term to Expire September 2010 (Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations)

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to Refer to Committee on Appointments and Evaluations; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Reappointment to Conservation Commission – Downey Meyer

Approved


	Reappointment to Conservation Commission –

· Downey Meyer, Term to Expire March 2012

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to suspend Rule 31; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Dostal moved approval of the reappointment; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Reappointments to Agricultural Commission – Earle Parsons, John Szafranski, John Bobala

Approved
	Reappointments to Agricultural Commission –

· Earle Parsons, Term to Expire September 2010

· John Szafranski, Term to Expire September 2011

· John Bobala, Term to Expire September 2011

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to suspend Rule 31; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval of the reappointments; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Reappointments to Historical Commission – Kimball Howes, Bruce Kriviskey

Approved
	Reappointments to Historical Commission –

· Kimball Howes, Term to Expire October 2011

· Bruce Kriviskey, Term to Expire October 2010

Councilor Reckman moved to suspend Rule 31; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Dostal moved approval of the reappointment; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Reappointments to Board of Public Works

Continued to May 7, 2009 City Council meeting 


	Reappointments to Board of Public Works –

· Susan DeMaria, Term to Expire March 2010

· Terrence Culhane, Term to Expire March 2010

Mayor Higgins asked the Clerk to check the terms of Ms. DeMaria and Mr. Culhane.  These will be continued to May 7, 2009 City Council meeting.



	Reappointments to Board of Public Works – Gary Hartwell, Rosemary Schmidt

Approved
	Reappointments to Board of Public Works –

· Gary Hartwell, Term to Expire March 2012

· Rosemary Schmidt, Term to Expire March 2011

Councilor Reckman moved to suspend Rule 31; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Reckman moved approval of the reappointments; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointment to Community Preservation Committee as the Historical Commission Representative

Approved
	Appointment to Community Preservation Committee as the Historical Commission Representative – David Drake (voted by Historical Commission to be their representative – replacing Craig Della Penna)

Councilor Reckman moved to suspend Rule 31; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Reckman moved approval of the reappointment; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Order – Appropriation of $4,348,000, In Addition to $13,600,000 Previously Appropriated for the Construction of a Police Facility

Tabled until May 7, 2009 City Council meeting

	Appropriation of  $ 4,348,000, In Addition to $13,600,000 Previously Appropriated for the Construction of a Police Facility (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor Reckman seconded. 

Councilor Dostal moved to Table until May 7, 2009 City Council meeting; Councilor Marianne LaBarge seconded.  The vote to Table passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of May 7, 2009 for second reading.



	Licenses – 2009 Renewals - Truck, Dealers in Second Hand Articles, Junk Dealers, Billiards Licenses

2009 Licenses Renewed


	Licenses – 2009 Renewals

The following licenses were renewed:

Truck License – Bill Willard, Inc., 1010 Ryan Road, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles – Jack Speyer Antiques, 416 North Main Street, Leeds

Second-Hand Articles – Kids Stuff, 90 Maple Street, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles - New York Shop Exchange, 32 Masonic Street, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles – Edward T. Hardy, 9 Corticelli Street, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles – Uncle Margarets, 9R Market Street, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles – The Family Jewels, Inc., 56 Green Street, Northampton

Second- Hand Articles – Memory Lane Antiques, 376 Pleasant Street, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles – Urban Exchange, 233 Main Street, Northampton

Second-Hand Articles – Modern Myths, LLC, 34 Bridge Street, #4, Northampton

Second –Hand Articles – Stuart F. Solomon Antiques, 9 ¾ Market Street, Northampton

Junk Dealer and Second-Hand Articles – Normand E. Menard, 25 Garfield Avenue, Northampton

Sunday and Weekday Billiards – Packards, 14 Masonic Street, Northampton

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to renew the listed licenses;  Councilor Reckman seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report– Committee on Public Safety minutes of February 3, 2009

Approved


	Committee Report - 

Committee on Public Safety minutes of February 3, 2009

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Order – Adopt the Order of Taking, Parcel (Assessors’ Map ID 015-018-001) of estate of Robert E. Houle

First Reading


	Order – Adopt the Order of Taking, Parcel (Assessors’ Map ID 015-018-001) of estate of Robert E. Houle (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to recognize Wayne Feiden, Planning Director; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of May 7, 2009 for second reading.



	Order – Adopt the Order of Taking, Parcel (Assessors’ Map ID 039-028-001) of estate of Phyllis P. and Norman W. Rogers

First Reading


	Order - Adopt the Order of Taking, Parcel (Assessors’ Map ID 039-028-001) of estate of Phyllis P. and Norman W. Rogers (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Reckman moved approval in first reading; Councilor Mariannne LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed one a Roll Call Vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of May 7, 2009 for second reading.



	Order – Adopt the Order of Taking, Eminent Domain on May 2, 2002 of an Easement from a Point Located Just North of Route 10/Easthampton Road and Extending Northeasterly to Earle Street and Beyond (Book 6661, Page 92)

First Reading


	Order - Adopt the Order of Taking, Eminent Domain on May 2, 2002 of an Easement from a Point Located Just North of Route 10/Easthampton Road and Extending Northeasterly to Earle Street and Beyond (Book 6661, Page 92) (Needs 1ST Reading)
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 7 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Marianne LaBarge voting No).

See meeting of May 7, 2009 for second reading.

	Order – Transfer of $12,000 from Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to the Treasurer’s Office Legal Services account (11452-530002)

First Reading
	Order -Transfer of $12,000 from Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to the Treasurer’s Office Legal Services account (11452-530002) (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Reckman moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of May 7, 2009 for second reading.



	Order – Transfer of $2,000 from Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to License Commission Professional Services account (11652-530000)

Enrolled


	Order - Transfer of $2,000 from Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to License Commission Professional Services account (11652-530000)  (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Dostal moved to suspend Rule 14; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Bardsley moved approval in second reading; Councilor Dostal seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, April 16, 2009

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Finance Committee

Ordered, that the sum of $2,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Undesignated Fund Balance (0100-359100) to the License Commission Professional Services account (11652-530000).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Proposition 2 ½ Override Question

First Reading
	Order - Proposition 2 ½ Override Question (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Dostal moved approval in first reading; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 7 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Raymond LaBarge voting No).

Upon the suggestion of Mayor Higgins, the City Council agreed to hold a special City Council meeting on April 30, 2009 for informational purposes to the public.  Time and place to be determined.
See meeting of May 7, 2009 for second reading.



	Motion to Extend Meeting

To 11:30 p.m.


	At 11:00 p.m., Councilor Dostal moved to extend the City Council meeting to 11:30 p.m.; Councilor Reckman seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

	Ordinance – Amend Section 116-8 Municipal Life Safety Alarm System

Ordained and Enrolled


	Ordinance – Amend Section 116-8 Municipal Life Safety Alarm System (Needs 1ST Reading ) (LATE FILE)

Councilor Reckman moved to suspend Rule 39; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in First Reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  Councilor Reckman moved to recognize Deputy Chief Nichols; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in First Reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Murphy moved to suspend Rule 14; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Dostal moved approval in Second Reading; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, April 16, 2009

In the Year Two Thousand and Nine

Upon the Recommendation of Fire Department

ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section 116-8, of said Code; providing that Municipal Life Safety Alarm System.  Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:

Section 1.  That section 116-8 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:

“Section 116-8 Municipal Life Safety Alarm System”

DELETE

Section 116-8 in its entirety.

ADD IN PLACE THEREOF

Section 116-8 Municipal Life Safety Alarm System

A
The City shall maintain a municipal life safety alarm system which shall be the sole life safety alarm system for the City of Northampton. The Life Safety Alarm system shall be UL listed and mirrors the requirements of CMR 780 (State Building) along with the ability to transmit data to a redundant or secondary location.  This equipment shall be maintained and operated in the Northampton Public Safety Communications Center. Secondary to a bid process, an Alarm Company authorized by the manufacturer of said equipment shall be selected, to maintain, service, repair, and/or upgrade the alarm receiving, communication equipment and billing for the alarm monitoring as requested by the Fire Chief.  

The bid process will be based on a firm’s ability to provide service, repair, response time, programming and maintenance of the system. The bid will be a percentage of revenue collected, which will be billed to the fire department quarterly. 

In consideration of this compensation, the firm selected will configure, program, test, inspect, maintain and repair said equipment for the duration of the agreement. All costs including replacement parts, and labor will be contained within the bid price. Any single repair exceeding $5000 of equipment will be the responsibility of the city. In this case, the vendor will bear the cost of the initial $5000 and the city will be invoiced for the amount exceeding $5000. Equipment to be maintained will include alarm system receivers, radio receivers, computer equipment and fire station alerting systems.

The municipal life safety alarm system will utilize current technology of digital dialers which transmits alarms over telephone lines, transitioning the system to wireless two-way transmitting of alarms. Alarms will be transmitted from subscriber’s location utilizing radio transceiver to transmit signals through a radio matrix back to Northampton Public Safety Dispatch Center. Current subscribers will still be able to utilize digital dialers utilizing telephone lines. Alarm system transition will be as follows; year 2009 to 2014 digital dialer and wireless transmitting will be accepted, in the year 2015 the entire system will transition to wireless transmitting of alarms.

 System components installed in all alarm systems or additions to existing systems shall conform to the written alarm specifications of the Northampton Fire Service and this ordinance. In addition, all systems shall be compatible with the alarm-receiving equipment and consist of equipment designed for the use for which it was intended and shall be approved for such use by an independent testing laboratory and the authority having jurisdiction. Existing alarm systems shall be maintained in accordance with current National Fire Protection Association standard 72. 

Bid specifications will outline response time for service, programming, maintenance and the billing parameters of alarm system.    

 Other methods of connection will be accepted provided they meet the requirements of CMR 780

Fees for this service is $260 (2009) and shall be adjusted annually by CPI unless said adjustment is waived by the Public Safety Committee, along with a percentage fee paid to an outside vendor as determined through the biding and negotiation process.

Billing for the monitoring service will be quarterly, billed in advance with proceeds deposited in the Fire Department Fire Alarm Revolving account The firm selected to do the billing will invoice all non-municipal alarm users one quarter in advance. Housing Authority properties will be billed at 50% of the current rate for monitoring. The billing firm will invoice the city for a percent bid of actual revenue collected on a quarterly basis. 

Rules suspended, passed two readings, Ordained and Enrolled.



	Ordinance – Amend Section 312-102 Parking Prohibited At All Times 

Referred


	Ordinance – Amend Section 312-102 Parking Prohibited At All Times – Refer to Transportation and Parking Commission and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims) LATE FILE

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to suspend Rule 39; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Marianne LaBarge moved to Refer to Transportation and Parking Commission and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims; Councilor Bardsley seconded.  The vote to refer passed unanimously (8-0).



	New Business


	Council President Dostal reminded Council and the public that Drury Lane, Loudville Road, North Loudville Road, Ridgeview Road, and Westhampton Road will have power shut off on Wednesday, April 22, 2009 from 9:00 – 10:30 AM. 

Councilor President Dostal also invited the Council to “Dollars for Scholars” on May 13, 2009.

Councilor Murphy thanked the Firefighters and all Emergency personnel for their work at the Meadowbrook Apartments’ fire on April 13, 2009.

Councilor Marianne LaBarge thanked Mayor Higgins for information she provided regarding Nancy Graham, Dog Officer, and all the work Ms. Graham does.  

Mayor Higgins thanked Ms. Graham for her work at the Meadowbrook Apartments’ fire on April 13, 2009 and for staying with residents and pets.  She further thanked Anthony Patillo, Louis Hasbrouck, Sgt. Trushaw and his wife, who took pets for care and came back to work traffic duty, Sgt. McMahon, Dispatchers, Ambulance and all those who worked as a team at the fire scene.

Councilor Marianne LaBarge stated that there are concerns for Wendy Mazza, City Clerk’s Department regarding preparation and planning for the Override vote.  Mayor Higgins stated that employees are being freed up to help to get ready and on the day of the vote.



	
	


At 11:20 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Bardsley and seconded by Councilor Reckman.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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