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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

April 8, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by City Council President David J. Narkewicz at 7:50 p.m. On roll call, nine (9) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Mayor Mary Clare Higgins arrived at 7:40 p.m. from Northampton School Committee meeting.

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of March 18, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes of March 18, 2010; Councilor Plassmann seconded. The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Proclamation: Week of the Young Child April 11-17, 2010 


	Proclamation: Week of the Young Child April 11-17, 2010 –

At 7:15 p.m. before Public Comment, Councilor Carney moved to read the Proclamation; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0). 

City Council President David J. Narkewicz read the Proclamation – copies were presented to Barbara Black, Early Childhood Education Coordinator, and four children and their parents.



	
	City Council President Narkewicz handed the chair over to Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 7:52 p.m.

	Proclamation: National Telecommuni-cators Week April 11-17, 2010


	Proclamation: National Telecommunicators Week April 11-17, 2010

Mayor Higgins read the Proclamation.  The Clerk will deliver the Proclamation and copies to Dispatch.

	Appointment to Planning Board as Full Member – Mark Sullivan, to replace Kenneth Jodrie, Term to Expire March 2015 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Approved


	Appointment to Planning Board as Full Member – Mark Sullivan, to replace Kenneth Jodrie, Term to Expire March 2015 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).
Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Reappointment to Planning Board – Katharine Baker, Term to Expire March 2015 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Approved


	Reappointment to Planning Board – Katharine Baker, Term to Expire March 2015 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).
Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Appointment to Tree Committee – Katharine Baker, as Planning Board member, Term to Expire October 2012  (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Approved


	Appointment to Tree Committee – Katharine Baker, as Planning Board member, Term to Expire October 2012  (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).
Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Reappointment to Northampton Energy and Sustainability Commission - Scott Silver, Term to Expire November 2012  (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Approved


	Reappointment to Northampton Energy and Sustainability Commission - Scott Silver, Term to Expire November 2012  (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).
Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Appointment to Board of Public Works – David Shearer, to replace Susan DeMaria, Term to Expire March 2013 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Approved


	Appointment to Board of Public Works – David Shearer, to replace Susan DeMaria, Term to Expire March 2013 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).
Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Appointment to Board of Public Works – David Shearer, to replace Susan DeMaria, Term to Expire March 2013 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Approved


	Appointment to Capital Improvements Committee – William Grinnell, Term to Expire January 2013 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments and Evaluations April 5, 2010) LATE FILE
Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).
Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Application to Human Rights Commission – Robyn Linde

Referred
	Application to Human Rights Commission – Robyn Linde, to replace Wendy Berg, Term to Expire December 2010 (Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations)

Councilor Spector moved to refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote to refer passed unanimously (9-0).



	8:00 p.m. Elections:

Board of Assessors

Board of Almoners

Trust Fund Committee

Board of Health


	8:00 p.m. Elections:

Board of Assessors
Councilor Narkewicz moved to open nominations for 1 member of Board of Assessors; Councilor Murphy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Murphy nominated Timothy R. Fullam to serve a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013; Councilor LaBarge seconded.

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close nominations for the Board of Assessors; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Murphy moved to recognize Timothy R. Fullam; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).  Mr. Fullam thanked the City Council for allowing him to serve on the Board of Assessors.

The vote to elect Timothy R. Fullam to serve on the Board of Assessors for a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013 passed unanimously (9-0).
Board of Almoners
Councilor Narkewicz moved to open nominations for 1 member of Board of Almoners; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz nominated Patricia Ahearn to serve a 3-year term to expire the first Monday in March 2013; Councilor LaBarge seconded.

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close nominations for the Board of Almoners; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Mayor Higgins announced that Ms. Ahearn is out-of-town and unable to attend this meeting.

The vote to elect Patricia Ahearn to serve on the Board of Almoners for a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013 passed unanimously (9-0).

Trust Fund Committee
Councilor Narkewicz moved to open nominations for 1 member of Trust Fund Committee; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor LaBarge nominated David Herships for a 3-year term to expire the first Monday in March 2013; Councilor Murphy seconded. 

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close nominations for the Trust Fund Committee; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Murphy moved to recognize David Herships; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).  Mr. Herships spoke of the Home Rule Resolution that has allowed the Trust Fund Committee to invest in a higher rate of return.

The vote to elect David Herships to serve on the Trust Fund Committee for a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013 passed unanimously (9-0).

Board of Health 

Councilor Narkewicz moved to open nominations for 1 member of Board of Health; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector nominated Dr. Joanne Levin to serve a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013; Councilor LaBarge seconded.

Councilor Tacy nominated Alisa Klein to serve a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.

Councilor Narkewicz nominated Mark Stambovsky to serve a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013; Councilor Carney seconded.

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close nominations for the Board of Health; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector stated that the Committee on Appointments & Evaluations had interviewed all candidates, and unanimously recommends Dr. Joanne Levin.

Councilor Murphy moved to recognize Dr. Levin; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).

Dr. Joanne Levin stated that she specializes in infectious diseases, has worked at Cooley Dickinson Hospital as Medical Director of Infection Prevention, and has almost ten years’ experience on a private school Board of Directors.  Dr. Levin has lived in Northampton for 20 years and welcomes the opportunity to serve the City of Northampton.
On a Roll Call vote, the vote to elect Dr. Joanne Levin to serve on the Board of Health for a 3-year term to expire on the first Monday in March 2013 passed unanimously (9-0).



	8:00 P.M. Public Hearing for Consideration of Energy Stretch Code


	8:00 P.M. Public Hearing for Consideration of Energy Stretch Code

Councilor Narkewicz moved to open the public hearing; Councilor Murphy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Mayor Higgins introduced Chris Mason, Energy and Sustainability Officer, and Louis Hasbrouck, Interim Building Commissioner to give the City Council and the public the background of the Energy Stretch Code (attached information).  

Mr. Hasbrouck stated that he believes the Energy Stretch Code will help builders and homeowners more easily through an often-confusing process.  He is concerned about administrative aspects of the Code as written.  Many standards are already in place, and have been followed on projects such as Ford Hall and Kollmorgen.  

Catharine Ratte, chair of the Energy and Sustainability Commission, stated that the City can choose to start July 1, 2010 or January 1, 2011, and will be eligible for Green Community status, opening the possibility for grants and funding.

Adin Maynard, Zoning Revisions Committee member, urged the Council to adopt the Stretch Energy Code, for reasons as stated in the April 8, 2010 memo from the Northampton Zoning Revisions Committee (attached).

Steve Susco, resident, spoke of the effects of this Code on citizens and his concerns regarding renovations and retrofits, replacements, and the use of a smart energy code.

Walt Tomala, a builder for over 16 years expressed concerns of the current market and the effect on remodeling.  He asked the Council to think and look at the impact on renovation and remodeling industries.

Gary Wilson, resident, stated his concerns of no HVAC performance testing requirements.  

Bic Corseff, a Ward 7 resident, stated that Massachusetts is taking a lead in renewable energy, and the Stretch Code will pay for itself.  

Adin Maynard stated that the Stretch Code looks at building as a system, with Massachusetts #2 in the country (California is #1) for efficiency.

Councilor Narkewicz moved to close the Public Hearing; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings to Move the Order onto the Agenda; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed on a Voice Vote of 8 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Adams voting No).

There was a lengthy discussion in which Councilors asked many questions of Mr. Hasbrouck.  In answer, Mr. Hasbrouck stated that a premise of existing work is that something is not a threat to life and safety.  The Stretch Code cannot require that something be changed out, but a builder can have options on how to renovate and/or correct items.  Mr. Hasbrouck stated that 100 new single-family homes have been built in the past few years in Northampton, and this is a small portion of construction.   The Stretch Code will be implemented into Massachusetts’ Code by 2012.  Benefits to adopt this now for City of Northampton include increased efficiency and Green Communities Funding, dollars stay in the local economy, and reduces dependence on foreign resources.

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in First Reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 6 Yes; 2 No, 1 Abstention (Councilors Plassmann and Tacy voting No; Councilor LaBarge abstaining).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.



	Finance Committee 9:50 pm – 10:50 pm


	Finance Committee – 9:50 pm – 10:50 pm



	Suspend Rule 27
	Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 27 Ending Time of Meeting; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Committee Report– Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of February 22, 2010

Approved


	Committee Report– Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of February 22, 2010

Councilor Plassmann moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Committee Report – Transportation & Parking Commission minutes of February 16, 2010

Approved


	Committee Report – Transportation & Parking Commission minutes of February 16, 2010

Councilor Plassmann moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector 

 seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Financial Order – Appropriation of $6,500,000 for the Purpose of Financing Costs of Energy Conservation Improvements to Public Buildings and/or Facilities Owned by the City of Northampton


	Order – Appropriation of $6,500,00 for the Purpose of Financing Costs of Energy Conservation Improvements to Public Buildings and/or Facilities Owned by the City of Northampton

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call Vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.

	Order – Acceptance of Donation as Gifts to the City of Northampton

Per MGL Chapter 44 §53A ½  (Gifts of Tangible Personal Property; Acceptance)


	Order - Donation as Gifts to the City of Northampton

Per MGL Chapter 44 §53A ½  (Gifts of Tangible Personal Property; Acceptance)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Surplus and Authorization for Sale of Parcel Map ID 39-62 on Atwood Drive


	Order – Surplus and Authorization for Sale of Parcel Map ID 39-62 on Atwood Drive

Councilor Plassmann moved to recognize Wayne Feiden; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Refer to Finance Committee; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for first reading.



	Order – The City of Northampton Waives Right of First Refusal to Four Lots on Bean Farm Adjacent to Spring Street


	Order – The City of Northampton Waives Right of First Refusal to Four Lots on Bean Farm Adjacent to Spring Street

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.

	Order – Authorize Conservation Commission to Accept Deed for Humphreys Parcel Map ID 12C-102


	Order – Authorize Conservation Commission to Accept Deed for Humphreys Parcel Map ID 12C-102

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Schwartz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy


	Order – Fuel Efficient Vehicle Policy

Councilor Narkewicz moved to amend the Order to include “School Buses”; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval, as amended, in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Acquisition of Land for Norwottuck Rail Trail


	Order – Acquisition of Land for Norwottuck Rail Trail

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of April 15, 2010 for second reading.



	Updates from Council President and Committee Chairs


	Updates from Council President and Committee Chairs

Councilor Spector stated that, as chair of the Committee on Appointments and Evaluations, he would like to discuss elections such as those held tonight, and the procedures for interviews, at a future date, especially when there are several applicants for an elected position.  



	New Business


	New Business:

Set Public Hearing for Petition for Pole Relocation – Verizon New England, Inc. and Massachusetts Electric Company – North Main Street -  8:00 p.m., Thursday, April 15, 2010 – LATE FILE, PER REQUEST OF DPW DIRECTOR NED HUNTLEY

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transactions; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to set the Public Hearing for the Pole Petition of North Main Street for 8:00 pm on Thursday, April 15, 2010; Councilor Schwartz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor LaBarge stated that it is her opinion that Councilors in subcommittee meetings should have the right to say what their ideas are for improving the City of Northampton.  Councilor LaBarge stated that it is difficult for Councilors to conduct a meeting and take minutes.  

Mayor Higgins stated that history shows that Councilors were responsible for their own minutes in subcommittees in past years.

City Council President Narkewicz answered Councilor LaBarge’s concern by stating that, beginning July 1, 2010, there are new rules for agendas and minutes of meetings.  The Attorney General’s office will take over the monitoring of meetings.  The City liaison, Glenda Stoddard, should receive information from the Attorney General’s office regarding these new rules and regulations.  At present, each subcommittee must submit minutes that list who is in attendance, brief summary of items discussed, and all votes taken.  

Councilor Murphy added that, under the new regulations, subcommittee agendas would have to state expected topics to be discussed under New Business, as well.

Councilor Plassmann announced her office hours on April 24, 2010 from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Councilor Plassmann attended a recent event in honor of returning veteran U. S. Marine Sgt. Joshua J. Bouchard.  Councilor Plassmann praised Sgt. Bouchard for his service.

	
	


At 11:30 pm, a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Murphy and seconded by Councilor Schwartz.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (9-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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