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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

February 18, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 7:43 p.m. On roll call, seven (7) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Absent: Councilor David J. Narkewicz

             Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes of January 26, 2010 and February 4, 2010 Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of January 26, 2010 and February 4, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of January 26, 2010; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed as 6 Yes, 1 Abstention (Councilor Spector abstaining).

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of February 4, 2010; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Application to Tree Committee 

Referred
	Application to Tree Committee – G. Jay Vinsky, 110 Jackson Street, Northampton to replace Deb Jacobs, Term to Expire October 2010

Councilor Spector moved to Refer to Committee on Appointments and Evaluations; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Reappointmentsto Agricultural Commission

Reappointed
	Reappointments to Agricultural Commission

· John Omasta, Term to Expire September 2012

· Robert Borawski, Term to Expire September 2012

· Richard Jaescke, Term to Expire September 2012

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 30 Reference to Committees; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved the reappointments; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	7:45 p.m. – 8:02 p.m. Finance Committee


	Finance Committee

	Committee on Public Safety minutes of November 10, 2009 (No December 2009 meeting)

Approved


	Committee on Public Safety minutes of November 10, 2009 (No December 2009 meeting)

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims of December 14, 2009

Approved


	Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims of December 14, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (7-0).




	Report of Human Rights Commission


	Heather Johnson, outgoing chair, and Carol Rinehart, incoming chair of the Human Rights Commission, gave an annual report to the City Council. 

	Complete Count Committee – Outreach Program – Report by Councilor Jesse M. Adams


	Complete Count Committee – Outreach Program – Report by Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor Jesse Adams moved to recognize Teri Anderson, Director, Community and Economic Development Office; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Teri Anderson explained the importance of all citizens to fill out and return the census.  Representation in Congress and funds allocated to cities and towns are dependent upon the accurate census.  The census will be mailed March 10, 2010, and should be received by March 15, 2010.  The census should be returned by April 1, 2010.  Banners have been placed at City Hall, Forbes Library and Florence Center.  Forms are also available at the Post Office, City Hall, and around town.



	Order – Authorization to appropriate $990,000 for the acquisition of fee or less than fee interests for all or a portion of the Bean and Allard Farms (Needs 2ND Reading)

Postponed to March 4, 2010

	Order – Authorization to appropriate $990,000 for the acquisition of fee or less than fee interests for all or a portion of the Bean and Allard Farms (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.

Councilor Tacy moved to Postpone to March 4, 2010; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed on a vote of 6 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Adams voting No).

See meeting of March 4, 2010 for second reading.

	Order - Transfer $1,000 from Stabilization Fund to License Commission OM Professional Services
Enrolled
	Order - Transfer $1,000 from Stabilization Fund to License Commission OM Professional Services
Councilor Plassmann moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, February 18, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Finance Committee

Ordered, that the sum of $1,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574) to License Commission OM Professional Services (11652-530000).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Transfer $90,000 from Stabilization Fund to Payroll Reserve account
Enrolled
	Order - Transfer $90,000 from Stabilization Fund to Payroll Reserve account (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, February 18, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Finance Committee

Ordered, that the sum of $90,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574) to the Payroll Reserve account (19491-519700).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Accept the Provisions of MGL Chapter 40, Section 8J Allocate Funds From Fines Assessed for Violations of Handicap Parking to the Commission on Disabilities in Accordance with MGL Chapter 40, Section 22G
Enrolled
	Order - Accept the Provisions of MGL Chapter 40, Section 8J Allocate Funds From Fines Assessed for Violations of Handicap Parking to the Commission on Disabilities in Accordance with MGL Chapter 40, Section 22G
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, February 18, 2010

Upon the recommendation of Councilors Eugene A. Tacy & Marianne  L.  Labarge

Ordered, that the City Council of the City of Northampton accept the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 40, § 8J to allocate all funds received from fines assessed for violations of handicap parking in the City of Northampton to the commission on disabilities in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 22G. 

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Transfer $156,000 from Stabilization Fund to Veterans’ Services Benefits 
Enrolled
	Order - Transfer $156,000 from Stabilization Fund to Veterans’ Services Benefits 

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

Councilor Plassmann moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, February 18, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that the sum of $156,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574) to Veteran’s Services Benefits (15432-577000).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Ordinance - Amend Chapter 174 §19 Miscellaneous Fees 

Referred


	Ordinance - Amend Chapter 174 §19 Miscellaneous Fees (Refer to Planning Board, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Councilor LaBarge moved to refer; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (7-0).



	New Business


	Councilor LaBarge announced the Ward 6 Overview of Fire Safety meeting would be held on February 24, 2010.  Councilor LaBarge expressed concerns regarding Green Street Café and concerns regarding a Gazette article about the bucket loader – Councilor LaBarge would like Joe Cook and William Letendre to attend the next City Council meeting to explain the process of this purchase.

Councilor Tacy presented a handout regarding the bucket loader and bid record.  Councilor Adams stated that this should be discussed at the next City Council meeting.

Councilors expressed their thanks and respect for Anthony Patillo, Building Commissioner, who has announced his retirement in March 2010.

Councilor Plassmann asked for an update regarding Green Street Café, and requested that Teri Anderson should meet and reach out to the owners and Smith College regarding the situation.

Mayor Higgins stated that she did not extend the requested 60-day extension to the Pioneer Valley Hotel Group.  Mayor Higgins has asked the Finance Committee to start discussion of next steps, inviting all Councilors to attend the Finance Committee meeting on Tuesday, February 23, 2010 at 5:00 p.m.


	EXECUTIVE SESSION – To Consider the Purchase, Exchange, Lease or Value of Real Property - M.G. L. Chap. 39 §23B (6)

	EXECUTIVE SESSION – To Consider the Purchase, Exchange, Lease or Value of Real Property - M.G. L. Chap. 39 §23B (6)
At 8:50 p.m., Councilor Tacy moved to adjourn to Executive Session; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously on a Roll Call Vote (7-0).


At 9:45 PM, a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Spector and seconded by Councilor Tacy.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously on a Roll Call Vote (7-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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