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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

January 21, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by City Council President David J. Narkewicz at 9:00 p.m. On roll call, eight (8) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Absent: Mayor Mary Clare Higgins, Councilor Paul D. Spector

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of January 4, 2010 and January 7, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of January 4, 2010 and January 7, 2010; Councilor Plassmann seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Appointments – Announcements of Committee Assignments by City Council President Narkewicz


	Appointments – Announcements of Committee Assignments by City Council President Narkewicz

Council President Narkewicz announced that there are 37 slots on 15 Committees.  There will also be slots for a Charter Review Committee, which has been publicly noticed on the City website with an invitation to residents who wish to submit a letter of interest by February 26, 2010.  Councilors should communicate and let the Clerk know their choice of day and time for meetings of Committees.



	Five –Minute Recess


	At 9:20 p.m., there was a five-minute recess.

	Finance Committee


	Finance Committee:

At 9:25 p.m. City Council recessed into Finance Committee.



	Financial Order – Transfer $134,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to Parking Division Capital Vehicle account


	Financial Order – Transfer $134,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to Parking Division Capital Vehicle account

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Chris Pile, Finance Director, explained that these are designated funds for parking purposes.

Request was made that Mr. Ned Huntley provide information regarding DPW equipment and purchases to Councilors for the February 4, 2010 meeting.

See meeting of February 4, 2010 for second reading.

	Order – Acceptance of Zimmerman Conservation Restriction adjacent to Fitzgerald Lake Conservation Area


	Order – Acceptance of Zimmerman Conservation Restriction adjacent to Fitzgerald Lake Conservation Area  

Councilor Carney moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of February 4, 2010 for second reading.

	Order – Authorization to Purchase All or a Portion of Bean Farm


	Order – Authorization to Purchase All or a Portion of Bean Farm

Councilor Tacy previously recognized Wayne Feiden, Director of Planning, in Finance Committee; Councilor Murphy seconded.  The vote passed in Finance 4 Yes, 0 No.

Councilor Plassman moved to recognize Kevin Lake of the Conservation Commission, Carol Bertrand of the Recreation Commission, and Richard Jaescke of the Agricultural Commission; Councilor LaBarge seconded.

Councilor Schwartz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of February 4, 2010 for second reading.



	Motion to Extend Meeting past 11:00 p.m.


	Councilor Plassmann moved to Suspend Rule 27 Ending Time of Meeting; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

	Order – Amend 2010-2011 City Council Rules


	Order – Amend 2010-2011 City Council Rules

Councilor LaBarge moved to refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote to refer passed unanimously (8-0).

	Ordinance- 

Amend §350-3.4 & Attachment 1:1 Rezone Residential Areas of Watershed Protection (WP) to Special Conservancy and Drop WP in Areas Outside of Floodplain 

	Ordinance -

Amend §350-3.4 & Attachment 1:1 Rezone Residential Areas of Watershed Protection (WP) to Special Conservancy and Drop WP in Areas Outside of Floodplain (Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use voted Approval of Amended on October 5, 2009; Planning Board Approved with Amended Changes-See Memo of October 5, 2009; Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims Approval of Amended on Dec 14, 2009)

Councilor Carney moved approval, as amended, in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  After a lengthy discussion, Councilor Carney changed the motion to Table until February 4, 2010; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote to Table until February 4, 2010 passed unanimously (8-0).

Wayne Feiden explained the Ordinance and proposed changes.  Councilors asked many questions regarding how these changes affect residents and present and future land use.  It was requested that Mr. Feiden bring more information to the February 4, 2010 meeting.

Tabled to February 4, 2010 for first reading.



	UPDATES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
	UPDATES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Council President Narkewicz announced the City Council meeting workshop would be held on Tuesday, January 26, 2010, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in City Council chambers.  

The City Solicitor will review petitions presented at this meeting. The Mayor will be advised of these petitions.

	New Business


	Councilor Plassmann referred to her letter to fellow Councilors regarding a one-day, Neighborhood Watch program seminar on Friday, February 26, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Blue Bonnet Diner. 

Councilor LaBarge announced a Ward 6 Community Hearing of Overview of Fire Safety to be held on Wednesday, February 10, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the Ryan Road School Gymnasium.  This hearing is open to the public and all are encouraged to attend.



	
	


At 11:50 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Murphy and seconded by Councilor Carney.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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