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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

January 4, 2010

The Organizational meeting of the 2010-2011 City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 3:00 p.m. On roll call, nine (9) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Appointment of Mary L. Midura as Clerk of the Council


	Appointment of Mary L. Midura as Clerk of the Council

Councilor LaBarge moved approval; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Wendy Mazza, City Clerk, admininistered the oath of office to the Council Clerk.

	Election of City Council President

Councilor David J. Narkewicz elected as City Council President for 2010-2011


	Election of City Council President

Councilor Narkewicz moved to open nominations for City Council President; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Tacy nominated Councilor LaBarge for City Council President; Councilor Plassmann seconded the nomination.

Councilor Murphy nominated Councilor Narkewicz for City Council President; Councilor Carney seconded the nomination.

Councilor Spector moved to close nominations for City Council President; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Mayor Higgins asked Councilor LaBarge and Councilor Narkewicz to give statements.

Councilor LaBarge stated that she has 12 years’ Council experience, and will be a strong, efficient and independent leader as City Council President.  Councilor LaBarge stated that her leadership would change the dynamics of the City Council, and the Council must be aware that it has been losing power as a Council.  Councilor LaBarge stated that she will do right and be fair to all Councilors.  Councilor LaBarge stated that she was born and raised in Northampton.  Councilor LaBarge stated that, as Council President, she would treat all Councilors with respect, aware that communication is very valuable.  If elected, Councilor LaBarge stated that she would make herself available to all businesses in Northampton, Florence and Leeds.  As a family business owner herself, Councilor LaBarge is aware and will work with businesses and address their concerns, bringing those concerns back to the City Council.  Councilor LaBarge stated that transparency must continue, and be open to all citizens.  Councilor LaBarge stated that the health and safety of all residents is a main concern, and Councilor LaBarge will not tolerate hate crimes.  Councilor LaBarge stated she has the time to devote to all the duties of City Council President and will willingly work closely with Mayor Higgins, whom she greatly respects.

Councilor Narkewicz stated that he has been on the City Council since 2005.  Councilor Narkewicz stated that the City Council is charged with oversight and accountability regarding policies and procedures of government.  Councilor Narkewicz noted his service and representation on many subcommittees, and has been a leader and volunteer on many committees including the Transportation & Parking Commission for five years and as a prior Vice-Chair of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Councilor Narkewicz stated that teamwork is needed to do the work of the Council, allowing for healthy differences of opinion. The Council must never lose sight that it is elected by the people and represents over 29,000 city residents.  If elected President of the City Council, Councilor Narkewicz stated he would be active in the process of Council agendas, and arrange informal workshops for Councilors regarding policies and procedures.  To the citizens of Northampton, Councilor Narkewicz stated that, as City Council President, he would work to make the City Council “your City Council” and continue to study and modernize the rules of City Council and the City Charter.  In keeping with Best Practices, Councilor Narkewicz stated he would work with the MIS department and Council Clerk to enhance the City Website and maintain a tracking system of all documents before City Council.  Councilor Narkewicz also stated he would start a City Council President blog, and his top goal is that the City Council performs with professional decorum.  Councilor Narkewicz stated that the new City Council call follow the inspirational lead of the community and give the citizens a City Council that citizens want and deserve.

Councilors Adams, Tacy, and Plassmann voiced their support for Councilor LaBarge.  

Councilors Spector, Schwartz, and Carney voiced their support for Councilor Narkewicz.

The vote to elect the City Council President for 2010-2011 passed on a Roll Call Vote of 5 for Councilor Narkewicz, 4 for Councilor LaBarge.  



	Appointment of Enrollment Committee


	Appointment of Enrollment Committee

Mayor Higgins appointed Councilor David Narkewicz and Councilor Maureen Carney as the Enrollment Committee for 2010-2011 City Council.

	Order- City Council Joint Rules and Orders for 2010-2011

Recommended Changes from 2008-2009 Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims

First Reading


	Order – Order- City Council Joint Rules and Orders for 2010-2011

Recommended Changes from 2008-2009 Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims

Councilor Narkewicz moved to accept the recommended changes to Sections 10, 22, and 46, for purposes of discussion; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector moved in first reading to amend the City Council Joint Rules and Orders for 2010-2011; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

See meeting of January 7, 2010 for second reading.

	Order – Setting date and time of 2010-2011 City Council Meetings

First Reading
	Order – Setting date and time of 2010-2011 City Council Meetings

Councilor Spector moved in first reading to approve the date and time of 2010-2011 City Council Meetings; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Plassmann requested that the dates be checked for Jewish holy days; Councilor LaBarge requested that the dates be check for Greek Orthodox holy days.

See meeting of January 7, 2010 for second reading.



	New Business


	City Council President Narkewicz stated that the Clerk of the Council has distributed a list of subcommittees to all Councilors.  Please indicate all subcommittees you are interested in serving on and return to City Council President Narkewicz.  He would like to assign these by the January 21, 2010 City Council meeting.

Councilor LaBarge stated that she would like to have training for all Councilors on Robert’s Rules of Order, the new State Ethics Law, and on Executive Session rules.

City Council President Narkewicz stated that he would ask City Solicitor Elaine Reall to attend the January 7, 2010 City Council meeting to speak on Open Meeting Law, Ethics Law and Executive Session rules.



	
	


At 3:53 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor LaBarge and seconded by Councilor Spector.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (9-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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