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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

January 7, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 7:30 p.m. On roll call, nine (9) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of December 17, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of December 17, 2009; Councilor Spector seconded. The vote passed on a voice vote of 8 Yes, 1 Abstention (Councilor Plassmann abstaining).



	Proclamation – Calvin Coolidge Mayoral Centennial


	Proclamation – Calvin Coolidge Mayoral Centennial

Mayor Higgins read the proclamation.  No one was present to accept.

	Appointments– Swearing In of New Police Captain, Lieutenant & Sergeant

Appointed
	Appointments– Swearing In of New Police Captain, Lieutenant & Sergeant

· Captain Scott A. Savino (replacement for Captain Kenneth Patenaude, now Retired)
· Lieutenant Dorothy Clayton (replacement for Lieutenant Scott Savino)
· Sergeant Craig Kirouac (replacement for Sergeant Dorothy Clayton)
Police Chief Sienkiewicz thanked Captain Patenaude for his service and dedication to the City of Northampton.  
Police Chief Sienkiewicz introduced each appointee.  Wendy Mazza, City Clerk, administered the oath of office to Captain Savino, Lieutenant Clayton, and Sergeant Kirouac.



	Presentations –

Regarding Open Meeting Law and Ethics Reform Law (Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2009, An Act to Improve the Laws Relating to Campaign Finance, Ethics and Lobbying) – Presentation by City Solicitor Elaine Reall

Information Updates:

December 27, 2009 Fires

Roundhouse Hotel Project

Bean Farm Task Force


	Presentations 

· Regarding Open Meeting Law and Ethics Reform Law (Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2009, An Act to Improve the Laws Relating to Campaign Finance, Ethics and Lobbying) – Presentation by City Solicitor Elaine Reall

City Solicitor Elaine Reall presented materials to all Councilors regarding the State Ethics Commission Conflict of Interest Law Online Training Program, Open Meeting Law changes, and Mandatory Training for all Municipal Employees (Attached).  City Councilors have 30 days from the date they were sworn in to complete this training.  Wendy Mazza, City Clerk, has agreed to be repository for the receipts of Councilors’ training.  All employees, including Councilors, must also sign the Acknowledgment of Receipt of the Summary of Conflict of Interest Law and return the acknowledgment to Wendy Mazza.  City Solicitor Reall stated that Councilors could contact the Mayor’s or City Solicitor Reall’s office or HR to set up time to use City computers, if they do not have access to a computer.  

City Solicitor Reall also noted the Executive Session Quick Index Guide included in the packets given to Councilors.  
· Information Updates

· December 27, 2009 Fires

Fire Chief Brian Duggan and Captain John Garriepy gave an update regarding the fires of December 27, 2009.  Chief Duggan stated that the fires were of a complexity not seen in decades in the City.  From Dispatch to fire and police personnel, all gave exceptional effort of emergency operations, advanced life support, and first response.  

Captain Garriepy stated that the Police Department was a huge asset, and firefighters took no breaks, with an “all-hands-on-deck” effort by all.

Police Chief Russell Sienkiewicz stated that the Police and Fire Departments, investigators, and department personnel all did a stellar job in a very compressed amount of time.  Further details will be part of the prosecution and trial.

· Roundhouse Hotel Project

Mayor Higgins updated the City Council regarding the hotel project.  The City Council previously gave the Mayor authorization to grant extensions at her discretion.  Mayor Higgins has granted an extension to the Pioneer Valley Hotel Group to February 15, 2010.  At this time, the PVHG is working on securing a bond for the hotel.  A separate bond for the parking garage will need to be secured when the garage is scheduled to be built.

Wayne Feiden, Director of Planning Department, gave a PowerPoint presentation and history of the project.

· Bean Farm Task Force

Councilor Tacy gave an update regarding the Bean Farm Task Force.  A working meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 8, 2010 at 8 a.m., and an open meeting on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  Another working meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 8:00 a.m.  Councilor Tacy will present a report to the City Council at the City Council meeting of January 21, 2010.



	Committee Report– Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of November 9, 2009

Approved
	Committee Report– Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of November 9, 2009

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Order – City Council Joint Rules and Orders for 2010-2011

Enrolled


	Order -  City Council Joint Rules and Orders for 2010-2011

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 38 Late File; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Carney moved approval in second reading; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, January 7, 2010

Upon recommendation of the City Council

Ordered, that the attached Joint Rules and Orders be and hereby are adopted for the 2010-2011 City Council.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Setting date and time of 2010-2011 City Council Meetings

Enrolled


	Order - Setting date and time of 2010-2011 City Council Meetings

Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 38 Late File; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, January 7, 2010

Upon recommendation of the City Council

Ordered, that the attached City Council meeting schedule for 2010-2011 be and is hereby adopted.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Approve the Expenditure of Funds for the Purpose of Snow and Ice Removal in Excess of Funds Appropriated for Such Purposes in FY2010

Enrolled


	Approve the Expenditure of Funds for the Purpose of Snow and Ice Removal in Excess of Funds Appropriated for Such Purposes in FY2010

Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 38 Late File; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 29 Refer to Finance Committee; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Tacy moved to recognize Ned Huntley, DPW Director; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Ned Huntley explained that the total snow and ice budgetary amount is $335,366.  Vehicles are typically over 30 years old.  

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, January 7, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that Pursuant to Chapter 44, § 31D of the Massachusetts General Laws, the Northampton City Council approves the expenditure of funds for the purpose of snow and ice removal in excess of the funds appropriated for such purposes in FY2010.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Transfer of $120,000 from Stabilization Fund to Veterans’ Services Benefits

Enrolled


	Order - Transfer of $120,000 from Stabilization Fund to Veterans’ Services Benefits 

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 38 Late File; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 29 Refer to Finance Committee; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to recognize Steve Connor, Veterans’ Services Director; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Steve Connor gave an update of Veterans’ Services activities.  Northampton presently serves 137 veterans and their dependents, with 70 open claims, and many also being filed for Federal benefits.

Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Carney moved approval in second reading; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, January 7, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that the sum of $120,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574) to Veteran’s Services Benefits (15432-577000).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	New Business


	Councilor Plassmann submitted written suggestions for changes to Council rules (Attached) and stated that she would like to see protocol and policies in place for City Councilors to be notified when important events occur, such as the recent arrest of a suspect in the arson cases.  She suggested a phone tree would be appreciated.

Mayor Higgins clarified to the City Council that the District Attorney’s office was in charge of the release of all information relating to the arrest of the suspect in the arson cases.

Councilor Plassmann moved to Suspend Rule 27 Ending Time of Meeting to 11:30 p.m.; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Narkewicz announced that he would set up the first City Council workshop to address protocol and process.  He will send Councilors an email with possible dates and times convenient to all.  

Councilor Narkewicz also stated that he would appreciate all Councilors returning the form with choices for subcommittee appointments.  He would like to assign these by the last week of January or early February to begin the monthly meetings of the subcommittees.

Councilor LaBarge stated that she would like to see protocol and communication in place for City Councilors.



	EXECUTIVE SESSION – To Consider the Purchase, Exchange, Lease or Value of Real Property - M.G. L. Chap. 39 §23B (6)

	EXECUTIVE SESSION – To Consider the Purchase, Exchange, Lease or Value of Real Property - M.G. L. Chap. 39 § 23B (6)
At 11:10 p.m., Councilor LaBarge moved to adjourn into Executive Session; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.

No votes to be taken in Executive Session.  The City Council will not return to Regular Meeting.

At 11:45 p.m, Councilor Narkewicz moved to adjourn Executive Session; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.



	
	


At 11:45 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Narkewicz and seconded by Councilor Carney.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (9-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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