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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

March 4, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 8:10 p.m. On roll call, eight (8) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Councilor David A. Murphy was absent.

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted

Approved


	Minutes of February 18, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of February 18, 2010; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Plassmann requested a correction to include her request during New Business for an update regarding Green Street Café; to which Councilor Plassmann requested that Teri Anderson should meet and reach out to the owners and Smith College regarding the situation.  The Clerk will make the corrections to the record of February 18, 2010.



	Approval of Release of Executive Session minutes

Released
	Approval of Release of Executive Session minutes of February 2, 2006, December 6, 2007 and June 19, 2008 – Recommended by City Solicitor Elaine M. Reall

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the release of Executive Session minutes of February 2, 2006, December 6, 2007 and June 19, 2008; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Proclamation – Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month – March 2010


	Proclamation – Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month – March 2010

Victoria Regish was present to accept the proclamation.

	Resolution of the City Council on the Direction of Solid Waste Management Policy in Northampton


	Resolution of the City Council on the Direction of Solid Waste Management Policy in Northampton (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Schwartz seconded.  

Councilor Narkewicz stated that the city needs to focus on how to manage solid waste without the landfill, to determine what programs go forward, and have that conversation regarding alternatives.  Councilor Schwartz stated that the Resolution is that step to move forward, to get to the next stage, to look past the expansion issue and how to have the debate and do it wisely.

Councilor Carney stated that the focus should be on “what do we do with solid waste in the City of Northampton” and the City Council can demonstrate leadership on this issue with a public discussion regarding recycling, composting and other ideas on a neighborhood level and city level.  Councilor Carney stated that this Resolution is symbolic, as the City Council does not rule over the BPW.

Councilor Adams stated that City Council did not vote on the “gag order” on whether to expand the landfill, and it would be a good thing to turn the page.

Councilor Tacy stated that the “gag order” stated “you can speak, as long as you keep a record” to the council clerk.

Councilor LaBarge asked the need for a Resolution, as the BPW has a committee on recycling and alternatives.  Councilor LaBarge stated that Attorney Pill had advised the City Council not to talk about the landfill expansion.

Councilor Spector stated that this Resolution gives a sense of the Council and direction and leadership, as the BPW has clearly stated it does not support moving forward with expansion.

Councilor Plassmann stated that she would like to hear from Attorney Pill and the City Solicitor on this Resolution.

Councilor Narkewicz stated that the City Solicitor was provided with copy of the Resolution.  This Resolution requires two readings, so there is time to do further review with the City Solicitor.

Mayor Higgins stated that Councilors are welcome to review the tape of the meeting with Attorney Pill.

The City Council discussed several motions with language changes, and rescinded each.

Councilor Carney moved to amend language of the Resolution to “begin planning for closure of Glendale Road landfill”; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote failed on a Roll Call vote of 4 Yes 2 No, 2 Abstentions (Councilors Spector and Tacy voting No, Councilors LaBarge and Plassmann abstaining)

Councilor Spector moved to amend language of the Resolution of “suspend” to “to terminate”; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 7 Yes, 1 Abstention (Councilor LaBarge abstaining).

Councilor Spector moved approval, as amended, in first reading; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 7 Yes, 1 Abstention (Councilor LaBarge abstaining).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Application to Human Rights Commission – Pauline Ovens

Referred
	Application to Human Rights Commission – Pauline Ovens, to replace Heather Johnson, Term to expire December 2010

Councilor Spector moved to refer the application to the Committee on Appointments and Evaluations; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Application to Human Rights Commission – Richard Hernandez

Referred


	Application to Human Rights Commission – Richard Hernandez, to replace Syed Iqbal, Term to expire December 2011

Councilor Spector moved to refer the application to the Committee on Appointments and Evaluations; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Finance Committee


	Finance Committee – 9:10p.m. – 9:35 p.m.

	10 Minute Recess


	10 Minute Recess – 9:35 p.m. – 9:45 p.m.

	Committee Report– Transportation & Parking Commission minutes of November 17, 2009 and December 15, 2009


	Committee Report – Transportation & Parking Commission minutes of November 17, 2009 and December 15, 2009

Councilor Carney moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

	Committee Report – Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of October 19, 2009 (No December meeting)


	Committee Report – Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs minutes of October 19, 2009 (No December meeting)

Councilor Carney moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee Report – Joint Meeting of Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs, Board of Health, Committee on Public Safety, and Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of November 23, 2009


	Committee Report – Joint Meeting of Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs, Board of Health, Committee on Public Safety, and Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of November 23, 2009

Councilor Carney moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

	Committee Report - Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of November 30, 2009 and December 14, 2009


	Committee Report - Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use minutes of November 30, 2009 and December 14, 2009

Councilor Carney moved approval of the minutes; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Ordinance- Amend 128-8 Annual Licensing; Late Charge

Ordained and enrolled
	Ordinance – Amend 128-8 Annual Licensing; Late Charge (Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Councilor Narkewicz moved to recognize Nancy Graham, Dog Officer, and Police Captain Joseph Koncas; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Ms. Graham explained that the City Clerk and Chief of Police recommend this Ordinance change to encourage residents’ compliance with licensing and rabies certification. 

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, March 4, 2010

[image: image1.png]ity of Northampton

MASSACHUSETTS

ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section........ 128-8.., of said Code
providing that 128-8, Annual licensing; late charge.

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:
Section 1. That section...]28-8.... of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,
Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:

“Séétion ................. 1288
DELETE IN ITS ENTIRETY

D. Beginning May 1 and on first of each succeeding month, weekends and holidays excluded,
the owner or keeper of any dog six months old or older owned or kept within the City, who has
not obtained the required license shall be assessed an administrative late charge by the City Clerk
as set forth in Chapter 174, Fees, for each and every month that the dog remains unlicensed. All
such fees must be paid before a license can be issued for any subsequent year.

ADD IN PLACE THEREOF

D. Beginning May 1 and on the first day of each succeeding month, weekends and holidays
excluded, the owner or keeper of any dog six months old or older owned or kept within the City,
who has not obtained the required license shall be assessed an administrative late charge by the
City Clerk as set forth in Chapter 174, Fees, for each and every month that the dog remains
unlicensed. All such fees must be paid before a license can be issued for any subsequent year.
However, in no case shall the owner or keeper be assessed late charges for a period exceeding
eleven (11) months in the aggregate.





Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Order – Transfer $134,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to Parking Division Capital Vehicle Account

Postponed Indefinitely


	Order – Transfer $134,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to Parking Division Capital Vehicle Account (Postponed from February 4, 2010 – Needs 2ND Reading)

Mayor Higgins handed the gavel to City Council President Narkewicz. Mayor Higgins and Chris Pile, Finance Director, moved to the podium to answer questions from City Councilors.

Councilor Carney moved approval in second reading; Councilor Spector seconded.

Councilor Carney moved to recognize William Letendre, Parking Director, and Joe Cook, Procurement Officer; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (8-0).

Mayor Higgins stated that departments share equipment.  Mayor Higgins apologized as some mistakes were made, but nothing illegal was done.

Chris Pile explained that this went out to bid in December with intention to put before new City Council and transfer of unexpended capital funds.  In past, Parking Meter Reserve Funds have been used, per DOR instructions, for items such as acquisitions, maintenance, and highway safety.

Joe Cook stated that only Schmidt Equipment answered the advertised bid.  Mr. Cook stated that the contract is still waiting and the city is not liable, but our best vendors are at risk for not getting paid.  The City cannot buy such items at auction because any expenditure over $25,000 must receive sealed bids.  Equipment of this size is not on State Bids.

William Letendre apologized for mistakes made, and stated the need for this equipment as the bucket loader for Forbes Library is now broken.  In the past, the City hired privately, at a rate of $50,000 annually.  By going from private to public to save money, the City now expends $20,000 annually for two people who plow.  School, DPW and staff use the equipment throughout the year.

Councilor Tacy stated that “confidence in the chain of command is critical”.

Mayor Higgins stated that the DPW equipment fleet is aging, and to bring in one new piece is more sensible to buy and amortize.  Mayor Higgins stated that Mr. Letendre was doing what needs to be done.  Mayor Higgins stated that, in accordance with Chapter 90, the parking revenue is spent on parking items.

Councilor Plassmann questioned two different explanations given at two different City Council meetings, and stated that the public expects a process.

Mr. Letendre again apologized and stated that the main goal was to cover the City’s plowing needs during snowstorms.

Councilor Adams questioned how the City took possession, having not yet paid for the equipment.

Mayor Higgins stated that Mr. Letendre took possession, and insured the equipment to protect the City.

Councilor Schwartz stated that, in spite of procedural mistakes, this equipment is needed and is an appropriate use of meter funds.

Upon further discussion, Councilors Tacy and LaBarge suggested other uses for the Parking Meter Reserve Funds.  

Councilor Spector moved to postpone the Order indefinitely; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote to Postpone Indefinitely passed on a Roll Call vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

Postponed Indefinitely.



	Suspend Rule 27 Ending Time of Meeting


	At 11:00 p.m., Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 27 Ending Time of Meeting; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).




	NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That City Council appropriates $990,000 for the acquisition of fee or less than fee interests for all or a portion of the Bean and Allard Farms; 

And that to meet this appropriation $80,000 is appropriated from CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-3599300); 

And that the City Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $910,000, over 15 years, under G.L. c.44B, §11 or any other enabling authority, and the debt repayment is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-3599300); 

And that the Conservation Commission and Recreation Commission are authorized to contract for and expend any federal, state, or other aid available for this project, including but not limited to:

· Any grant from the Division of Conservation Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, under the Self-Help Act, Section 11 of Chapter 132A of the General Laws;

· Any Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund grants;

· Any Agriculture Preservation Restriction grants

And that the City of Northampton, acting through its Recreation Commission and Conservation Commission, is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation, passive recreation, and active recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, Section 8C, MGL Chapter 45, Section 45, and other applicable sections of General Laws, any fee, easement, and any conservation restriction and/or agriculture preservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, Section 31of the General Laws or any other interest in the above land and any immediately adjoining land and consistent with Article 97 of the amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution and the Community Preservation Act;

And that City Council approves such conservation and agriculture preservation restrictions.
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.


	

	Order – FY2010 Budgetary Transfers

Enrolled
	Order – FY2010 Budgetary Transfers (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Tacy moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, March 4, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Finance Committee

Ordered, that the following FY2010 budgetary transfer be and hereby is made:

Transfer FROM 

PS Account:
15111-511000

Health Dept. Salaries

$ 13,709

Transfer TO
     

OM Account:
15112-531007

Contracted Inspections
$ 11,734

OM Account:  15112-530005
            Training & Seminars

$   1,425

OM Account:
15112-550000

Medical & Surgical Supplies
$      550

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order – Amend Northampton Industrial Park Economic Opportunity Area


	Order – Amend Northampton Industrial Park Economic Opportunity Area (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Spector moved to recognize Teri Anderson, Director Community and Economic Development Office; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote to recognize passed unanimously (8-0).

Teri Anderson introduced Jim Lane, Plant Manager of Coca-Cola.  

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Designate Coca Cola Parcel Located at 45 Industrial Drive as an Economic Opportunity Area
	Order – Designate Coca Cola Parcel Located at 45 Industrial Drive as an Economic Opportunity Area (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Authorize Coca Cola TIF Agreement


	Order – Authorize Coca Cola TIF Agreement (Needs 1ST Reading)

Teri Anderson explained the TIF agreement, including the expectation of 40 new jobs.   Councilors expressed support for this agreement.

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Accept Deeds and Easements for Edwards Square off ramp

LATE FILE


	Order – Accept Deeds and Easements for Edwards Square off ramp (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Plassmann explained that a Residents’ Meeting will be held on Monday, March 15, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 10, 2nd Floor, City Hall.  Residents are welcome to attend and ask questions. 

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Charter Review Committee – Special Municipal Employees 
	Order – Charter Review Committee – Special Municipal Employees (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Schwartz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Order – Elections April 8, 2010


	Order – Elections April 8, 2010 (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Spector moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of March 18, 2010 for second reading.



	Ordinance – Amend 312-80 Bike Lanes Be Established on West Street, Prince Street, Chapel Street, Rocky Hill Road, and Westhampton Road

Referred


	Ordinance - Amend 312-80 Bike Lanes Be Established on West Street, Prince Street, Chapel Street, Rocky Hill Road, and Westhampton Road (Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)

Councilor Narkewicz moved to refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	New Business


	City Council President Narkewicz announced that there would be an annual Joint Meeting of the School Committee and City Council on Thursday, May 27, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the JFK Community Room.

City Council President Narkewicz announced receipt of a Notice of Project Change (NPC) of Village Hill.  Public comment expires on March 30, 2010 for this project.

City Council President Narkewicz introduced, per a request from Councilor Plassmann, a Public Comment Question form for those at Public Comment with a specific question, issues or problem – to be logged in and assigned to a Councilor and/or Department Head for answer and review.  West Springfield uses this practice 

and finds it very helpful.  Councilor Plassmann thanked City Council President Narkewicz for implementing this. 

City Council President Narkewicz announced upcoming elections:

Announcement of Elections – Elections will be held on Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.-

Applicants may submit a letter of interest and/or resume by Wednesday, March 31, 2010 to City Council Office, 210 Main Street, Room 18, Northampton, MA 01060

· Board of Health – 1 Member – 3 Year Term to Expire March 2013 – Mr. Jay Fleitman will not be seeking re-election

· Board of Almoners – 2 Members – 3 Year Terms to Expire March 2013

· Trust Fund Committee – 1 Member – 3 Year Term to Expire March 2013 

· Board of Assessors – 1 Member – 3 Year Term to Expire March 2013

This information will also be posted to the City Website.

Councilor LaBarge read a prepared statement:

“There has been a lot of misunderstanding as what occurred at the most recent meeting of the Social Services Committee.  I want to clarify what we were doing and why we were doing it.  The members of the Committee were brainstorming which departments as well as which social service agencies that it wanted to meet with in the upcoming meetings in March, April, May and June.  

One issue that was identified was substance abuse, especially as it affects young people.  The various aspects of the drug abuse issue included education, prevention, treatment and enforcement.  In regarding to the law enforcement piece of substance abuse, members brainstormed what topics a member of the police department might be asked to discuss with us.  The intent here was to provide an outline of possible topics of concern for the police department should they agree to attend a meeting in the future.  Other departments or agencies involved with this issue might be invited.  This meeting could possibly be sponsored in conjunction with another committee such as Public Safety.  The topic of substance abuse was asked to be placed on the agenda of the Public Safety Committee, but this month’s meeting was cancelled.”

City Council President Narkewicz stated the importance that all Committees review Chapter 22 of the City Ordinances to stay in their Committee’s jurisdiction and charge of each Committee.  

Councilor Adams and Councilor Tacy congratulated the Northampton High Boys’ Basketball on a great season!

Councilor Plassmann announced open office hours on Saturday, March 13, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at the Walter Salvo House.

Councilor Schwartz announced the Ward 4 Association kick-off on Monday, March 15, 2010 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. with pizza and potluck during the first hour, and the meeting to follow.



	
	


At 11:58 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Spector and seconded by Councilor Carney.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council

Subject CR
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