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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

May 20, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 7:32 p.m. On roll call, nine (9) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted


	Minutes of May 6, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of May 6, 2010; Councilor Tacy seconded. The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Resolution: Northampton City Council endorses the 2011-2015 Consolidated Plan and the CDBG Year 27/FY11 Action Plan to be submitted to U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Program Year Beginning July 1, 2010 (Needs 2ND Reading)
Enrolled
	Resolution: Northampton City Council endorses the 2011-2015 Consolidated Plan and the CDBG Year 27/FY11 Action Plan to be submitted to U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the Program Year Beginning July 1, 2010 (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Resolution passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,
the City of Northampton receives Community Development Block Grant funds from the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); and

WHEREAS,
the Community and Economic Development Office has prepared a Five-Year Consolidated Plan for the fiscal years 2011 through 2015 consistent with the Sustainable Northampton Comprehensive Plan and taking into consideration community consultation; and   

WHEREAS,
the City’s entitlement grant amount for the Program Year 27/FY11 commencing on July 1, 2010 is approximately $821,633; and

WHEREAS,
a needs assessment and review of the draft Action Plan has been conducted over the course of three public hearings in order to solicit public comment on utilization of CDBG resources; and 

WHEREAS,
Requests for Proposals have been issued to identify programs and service providers to undertake eligible CDBG activities; and

WHEREAS,
an annual Action Plan has been developed for FY11 to address needs within the City which the CDBG Program can address;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northampton City Council 

Hereby endorses the 2011-2015 Consolidated Plan and the CDBG Year 27/FY11 Action Plan to be submitted by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for the program year beginning July 1, 2010.  

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	LATE FILE:

Proclamation – Safe Prom and Graduation Season May-June 2010


	LATE FILE:  Proclamation – Safe Prom and Graduation Season May-June 2010

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Mayor Higgins read the Proclamation.  Michael Bardsley, on behalf of the Northampton Prevention Coalition, was present to accept the proclamation.

Councilor Plassmann suggested that this proclamation be done earlier in future years, as some proms have taken place already; Mayor Higgins agreed it was a valid point.  Councilor Plassmann would like to see this proclamation posted in the schools, as well.



	Appointment to Planning Board as an Associate Member – Debin Bruce, to replace Paul Voss, Term to Expire March 2012 

Approved


	Appointment to Planning Board as an Associate Member – Debin Bruce, to replace Paul Voss, Term to Expire March 2012 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments & Evaluations May 10, 2010)

Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Appointment to Board of Public Works – James M. Dostal, to replace David Reckhow, Term to Expire March 2012 

Approved


	Appointment to Board of Public Works – James M. Dostal, to replace David Reckhow, Term to Expire March 2012 (Recommended by Committee on Appointments & Evaluations May 10, 2010

Councilor Spector moved approval of the appointment; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 1 No (Councilor Plassmann) and 1 Abstention (Councilor Tacy).

	LICENSES – 2010 Renewals
Approved


	LICENSES – 2010 Renewals *
· Weekday Bowling License for Northampton Bowl, 525 Pleasant Street

· Sunday Bowling License for Northampton Bowl, 525 Pleasant Street

*There are no outstanding taxes for any bill in the Collector’s office that is over one year delinquent as of May 13, 2010.

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the license renewals; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Committee Report– Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of April 12, 2010

Approved


	Committee Report - Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims minutes of April 12, 2010

Councilor Tacy moved approval of the Committee Report; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Committee Report - Committee on Appointments and Evaluations minutes of April 5, 2010 and April 13, 2010

Approved
	Committee Report - Committee on Appointments and Evaluations minutes of April 5, 2010 and April 13, 2010

Councilor Tacy moved approval of the Committee Reports; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	PETITION FOR STREET ACCEPTANCE

Referred
	PETITION FOR STREET ACCEPTANCE
Petition for Street Acceptance for Moser Street, Olander Drive, and Musante Drive (Please refer to Office of Planning and Development and to Department of Public Works)

Councilor LaBarge moved to refer to the Office of Planning and Development and to Department of Public Works; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Items Out of Agenda Order
	Councilor Narkewicz moved to take Items out of Agenda Order; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).



	Order - Add City Council Rules 2010-2011 Section 49 Executive Session Policy (Needs 2ND Reading)

Enrolled
	Order - Add City Council Rules 2010-2011 Section 49 Executive Session Policy (Needs 2ND Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims

The City Council Rules for the 2010-2011 Session are amended as follows:

ADD:

Executive Session

Section 49 MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION. The City Council shall create and maintain accurate minutes of all executive sessions in accordance with the following:

1. The minutes shall set forth the day, time and place, the members present or absent, a summary of the discussions on each subject, a list of documents and other exhibits used at the meeting, the decisions made and the actions taken at each meeting, including the record of all votes.

2. Any vote taken in an executive session shall be recorded by roll call and entered into the minutes.

3. The minutes of any executive session and the notes, or other materials used in the preparation of such minutes, and all documents and exhibits used at the session may be withheld from disclosure to the public in their entirety, according to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 4 § 7 (26) (a), as long as publication would defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session, but no longer.

4. The Council President, with the assistance of the Secretary to the Council, shall, at reasonable intervals, not to exceed three months, review the minutes of executive sessions to determine if the relevant statutory provisions warrant continued nondisclosure.  Such determination shall be announced at the City Council’s next meeting and such announcement shall be included in the minutes of that meeting.

5. Upon request by any person to inspect or copy the minutes of an executive session or any portion thereof, the Council shall respond to the request within 10 days following receipt and shall release any such minutes that would not defeat the lawful purposes of the executive session.

6. Any notes, documents or other exhibits used in the preparation of the minutes of executive sessions shall be retained for at least 60 days following the approval of the minutes of the executive session by the Council.  The Council President shall periodically review said notes and other documents prior to the discarding or destruction thereof.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Ordinance - Amend Chapter 174 §19 Miscellaneous Fees (Needs 2ND Reading)
Ordained and Enrolled
	Ordinance - Amend Chapter 174 §19 Miscellaneous Fees (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

[image: image1.png]ity of Northampton
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An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section].74.4.9........ , of said Code;
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Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:
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Section 1. That SecCtion ... of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,
Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:
“SeCtion e 174-19
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“for zoning change and” -





Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Ordinance - Amend 312-80 Bike Lanes Be Established on West Street, Prince Street, Chapel Street, Rocky Hill Road, and Westhampton Road (Needs 2ND Reading)

Ordained and Enrolled


	Ordinance - Amend 312-80 Bike Lanes Be Established on West Street, Prince Street, Chapel Street, Rocky Hill Road, and Westhampton Road (Needs 2ND Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010
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ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,
City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section...312:80....., of said Code; , ‘i

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:

Section 1. That section 312:80......of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton

?

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:

Westhampton Rd  North

Westhampton Rd ~ South

ADD:
Street Side  Location
West St North. Beginning at the intersection of Belmont Ave easterly to Prince St
West St South  Beginning at Prince St westerly to the intersection of ‘Belmont Ave
Prince St North  Beginning at West St westerly to Chapel St
Prince St South  Beginning at Chapel St easterly to West St
Chapel St North  Beginning at Prince St westerly to Rocky Hill Rd
Chapel St South  Beginning at Rocky Hill Rd easterly to Prince St
Rocky Hill Rd North  Beginning at Chapel St westerly to Westhampton Rd
- Rocky HillRd = South Beginning at Westhampton Rd easterly to Chapel St

Beginning at Rocky Hill Rd westerly to the Westhampton Town Line

B>e ginning at the Westhamptoﬁ Town Line easterly to Rocky Hill Rd




Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Order - City Council Rules 2010-2011 Amended  (Needs 1ST Reading)

Referred
	Order - City Council Rules 2010-2011 Amended  (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Waive Rule 30 Reference to Committees for purpose of discussion; Councilor Spector seconded.

Councilor Narkewicz read the changes proposed and stated these changes are straightforward and for clarification.  Councilor Plassmann stated that these should be referred to Committee as follows Council procedures.  

Councilor Narkewicz withdrew the motion; Councilor Spector withdrew the second.

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

	Appointment –

Mayor’s Appointment as Building Commissioner, Louis Hasbrouck

Approved


	Appointment – Mayor’s Appointment as Building Commissioner, subject to confirmation by City Council – Louis Hasbrouck, 33 Laurel Park, Northampton, To Complete Three-Year Term Previously Held by Anthony Patillo, Term to Expire January 2012

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Louis Hasbrouck was hired many years ago as a zoning enforcement officer.  On his own initiative, he has completed all the necessary certifications as a Building Commissioner.  Mayor Higgins recommends Mr. Hasbrouck and stated that he will be good for the City of Northampton as Building Commissioner. Councilors individually congratulated Mr. Hasbrouck and welcomed him as Building Commissioner.



	8:00 p.m. – Pole Petition Public Hearing – Bridge Road

Approved


	8:00 p.m. – Pole Petition Public Hearing – Bridge Road

Councilor Spector moved to open the Public Hearing; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Proponents: Anthony Cruz, National Grid representative, was present for the petition.  These are three poles on Bridge Road at Look Park due to the roundabout.

There were no opponents to the petition.
Councilor Plassmann closed the Public Hearing; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote of approval of the pole petition passed unanimously (9-0).



	FINANCE COMMITTEE


	FINANCE COMMITTEE

Vote to Refer FY2011 Budget to the full City Council



	MAYOR’S PRESENTATION – FY2011 BUDGET – Vote to Refer Budget to Committee as a whole for further study


	MAYOR’S PRESENTATION – FY2011 BUDGET – Vote to Refer Budget to Committee as a whole for further study

Mayor Higgins read the FY 2011 Budget statement.

There was discussion regarding the proposed debt exclusion override to partially fund the building of a new police station.  



	Order - Appropriation of $450,000 for Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan (Needs 2ND Reading)

Enrolled


	Order –Appropriation of $450,000 for Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan (Needs 2ND Reading)

Councilor Tacy moved approval in second reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Board of Public Works

Ordered, that the sum of $450,000 is appropriated in addition to the $450,000 previously appropriated, for the Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $900,000 under M.G.L. c. 44, § 7(22) or any other enabling authority; and that the DPW Director is authorized to take any other action necessary to carry out this project.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Transfer of $160,053 from Capital Stabilization Fund to Snow and Ice Overtime and Supplies (Needs 2ND Reading)

Enrolled
	Order - Transfer of $160,053 from Capital Stabilization Fund to Snow and Ice Overtime and Supplies (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Finance Committee

Ordered, that the sum of $160,053 be and hereby is transferred from the Capital Stabilization Fund (5000-340616) to:

14231-513000

Snow & Ice Overtime

$   11,602

14232-553020

Snow & Ice Supplies

$ 148,451

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Appropriation of $150,000 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve Account to the Northampton Community Music Center Project for renovation of the lower level of the South Street building (Needs 2ND Reading)

Enrolled


	Order - Appropriation of $150,000 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve Account to the Northampton Community Music Center Project for renovation of the lower level of the South Street building (Needs 2ND Reading)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Clare Higgins and the Community Preservation Committee.

WHEREAS, the project restores and upgrades a municipal historical resource and adaptively reuses an historic site; 

WHEREAS, the project receives broad public support, contributes to the vitality of the community, and enhances the quality of life for its residents;

WHEREAS, the project places high value on sustainable, ecologically responsible, energy conserving structures, locations, and materials; and minimizes ecological footprint

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2010, the Northampton Community Preservation Committee, voted unanimously to recommend $150,000 in Community Preservation Act funds be used to support this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $150,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Northampton Community Music Center Project for renovation of the lower level of the South Street building.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions substantially approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council.

Specifically, $150,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-359930).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Appropriation of $50,000 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve Account to the Conservation Fund for high priority, time sensitive open space acquisition and preservation projects (Needs 2ND Reading)

Enrolled
	Order - Appropriation of $50,000 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve Account to the Conservation Fund for high priority, time sensitive open space acquisition and preservation projects
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Clare Higgins and the Community Preservation Committee.

WHEREAS, the Fund makes possible time-sensitive acquisitions to protect open space;

WHEREAS, the Fund meets the goals of the Open Space and Recreation Plan and the Agricultural Commission;

WHEREAS, the Fund protects forever undeveloped land in Northampton

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2010, the Northampton Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously to recommend $50,000 in Community Preservation Act funds be used to support this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $50,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Conservation Fund for high priority, time sensitive open space acquisition and preservation projects.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions substantially approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council.
Specifically, $50,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-359930).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Appropriation of $6,350 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve Account to the Child’s Park Foundation for dredging of the Child’s Park North Pond (Needs 2ND Reading)

Enrolled


	Order - Appropriation of $6,350 from Community Preservation Act Budgeted Reserve Account to the Child’s Park Foundation for dredging of the Child’s Park North Pond 
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed on a voice vote of 8 Yes, 1 Recused (Councilor Murphy).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Clare Higgins and the Community Preservation Committee.

WHEREAS, the project supports passive recreation and environmental education; 

WHEREAS, the project provides open space opportunities in an urban neighborhood;

WHEREAS, the project contributes to the preservation of Northampton’s unique character

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2010, the Northampton Community Preservation Committee, voted unanimously to recommend $6,350 in Community Preservation Act funds be used to support this project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That $6,350 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Child’s Park Foundation for dredging of the Child’s Park North Pond.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions substantially approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council.

Specifically, $6,350 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-359930).

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.

	Order - Appropriation of $110,375 for Jackson Street School with Clean Renewable Energy Bonds or Other Manner of Borrowing (Request Two Readings)

Enrolled
	Order - Appropriation of $110,375 for Jackson Street School with Clean Renewable Energy Bonds or Other Manner of Borrowing (Request Two Readings)
Councilor Carney moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Spector moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Northampton Energy and Sustainability Commission

  Ordered, that
$110,375 is appropriated for the purpose of paying costs of making energy conservation and alternative energy improvements to the Jackson Street School, and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount and issue bonds or notes therefor under Chapter 44, Section 7(3B) of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling authority.



Further Ordered:  Any bonds or notes authorized by this Order may be issued in the form of Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (“CREBs”) under Section 54 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or in any other manner as the City Treasurer and the Mayor shall determine to be in the best interests of the City, and are hereby designated as tax credit bonds within the meaning of Chapter 44, Section 21B of the General Laws. 



Further Ordered:
That the City is authorized to accept and expend any grants, gifts, rebates or any other contributions from any source whatsoever that may be available to finance costs of the project described in this Order, the amount authorized to be borrowed by this Order shall be reduced to the extent of any such grants or gifts received by the City on account of the project authorized by this Order.



Further Ordered:
That the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with The Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Municipal Finance Oversight Board to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds or notes of the City authorized by this vote, and to provide such information and execute such documents as the Municipal Finance Oversight Board of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts may require.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Appropriation of $646,400 for Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School with Clean Renewable Energy Bonds or Other Manner of Borrowing (Request Two Readings)

Enrolled


	Order - Appropriation of $646,400 for Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School with Clean Renewable Energy Bonds or Other Manner of Borrowing (Request Two Readings)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Plassmann moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Northampton Energy and Sustainability Commission

 Ordered,  that
$646,400 is appropriated for the purpose of paying costs of making energy conservation and alternative energy improvements to the Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School, and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the City Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount and issue bonds or notes therefor under Chapter 44, Section 7(3B) of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling authority.



Further Ordered:  Any bonds or notes authorized by this Order may be issued in the form of Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (“CREBs”) under Section 54 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or in any other manner as the City Treasurer and the Mayor shall determine to be in the best interests of the City, and are hereby designated as tax credit bonds within the meaning of Chapter 44, Section 21B of the General Laws. 



Further Ordered:
That the City is authorized to accept and expend any grants, gifts, rebates or any other contributions from any source whatsoever that may be available to finance costs of the project described in this Order, the amount authorized to be borrowed by this Order shall be reduced to the extent of any such grants or gifts received by the City on account of the project authorized by this Order.



Further Ordered:
That the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with The Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Municipal Finance Oversight Board to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds or notes of the City authorized by this vote, and to provide such information and execute such documents as the Municipal Finance Oversight Board of The Commonwealth of Massachusetts may require. 

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Transfer of $95,000 from Stabilization Fund to Veteran’s Services Benefits ($68,000) and to Veteran’s Medical Benefits ($27,000)   (Request Two Readings)

Enrolled
	Order - Transfer of $95,000 from Stabilization Fund to Veteran’s Services Benefits ($68,000) and to Veteran’s Medical Benefits ($27,000)   (Request Two Readings)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved to Suspend Rule 14 Number of Readings Required; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

Councilor Plassmann moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, May 20, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered, that the sum of $95,000 be and hereby is transferred from the Stabilization Fund (5000-340574) to Veteran’s Services Benefits (15432-577000) $68,000 and to Veteran’s Medical Benefits (15432-577004) $27,000.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Order - Appropriation of $800,000 for Cost of Architectural Services for Plans and Specifications for a New Department of Public Works Facility (Needs 1ST Reading)


	Order - Appropriation of $800,000 for Cost of Architectural Services for Plans and Specifications for a New Department of Public Works Facility (Needs 1ST Reading)
In Finance Committee, the Order was postponed to June 3, 2010.


	Order - Accept a Preservation Restriction from Historic Northampton for 46, 58 and 66 Bridge Street (Needs 1ST Reading)


	Order - Accept a Preservation Restriction from Historic Northampton for 46, 58 and 66 Bridge Street (Needs 1ST Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (9-0).


	Ordinance - Amend Chapter 325, Water – Add Article III Drinking Water (Postponed from May 6, 2010 to Set a Public Hearing)


	Ordinance - Amend Chapter 325, Water – Add Article III Drinking Water (Postponed from May 6, 2010 to Set a Public Hearing)
Councilor Narkewicz clarified that the 14-day rule of posting a public hearing is in effect for zoning changes to Ordinances, not this type of Ordinance.   Councilors discussed several dates and options.  Councilor Adams stated that it is his belief that an important issue as this should be on a separate date from a regular City Council meeting.  Councilor Murphy stated that the issue is not going anywhere, and at this time, the budget is more crucial.  Several more dates were discussed.  It was agreed that the public hearing would be on Thursday, July 1, 2010 at the JFK Community Room at JFK Middle School, 100 Bridge Road, Florence, and the meeting will be televised, if possible.



	Ordinance – Amend Chapter 241, Peace and Good Order, Add Article III, Delivery of Unsolicited Publications (Needs 1ST Reading)

	Ordinance – Amend Chapter 241, Peace and Good Order, Add Article III, Delivery of Unsolicited Publications (Referred by City Council April 15, 2010 to Board of Public Works, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims) Recommended by all Committees with Changes.  (Needs 1ST Reading)
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  Councilor Carney noted further scrivener’s errors.

Councilor Narkewicz stated that the Ordinance is about the “purple bags”, as there have been numerous resident calls since late last fall.  The bags have been thrown around the city; many were not requested of residents.  The Ordinance is a result of working with the DPW, looking at existing Ordinances on the books, and finding Ordinances related to littering, trash and debris, but not to unsolicited publications, per se.  The City attorney wrote to The Republican, and received an answer that the company was converting to a new distributor, with a projected timeframe of 4-5 weeks to resolve the issue.  Resident calls continued, many called and cancelled, and the distribution of the “purple bags” resumed again.  The size and scope of the problem was difficult to resolve for the City Engineer.  The Ordinance will accomplish 1) if distributed, the publication must be placed in a proper place, and 2) there must be a system for residents to opt-out and for the company distributing a publication to honor the opt-out request.  The Ordinance is based on a similar Ordinance passed in Alexandria, VA.  The complaints range from that of nuisance, safety concerns, mail and paper complaints, to environmental concerns regarding use of plastics.

Councilor Plassmann stated that this issue was brought to her attention after the December 2009 fires, and she was inundated with requests by residents to deal with this problem.  This Ordinance gives rules to those who do not want these publications delivered.  

Councilor LaBarge voiced concerns and requested that the City Solicitor speak to the City Council in Executive Session.

Councilor Narkewicz stated that the City Solicitor reviewed the Ordinance, attended the meeting of the Ordinance Committee, and the City Solicitor has stated that the Ordinance is completely reasonable and does not infringe on any rights.  Councilor Narkewicz stated that The Republican requested the Ordinance be tabled in Ordinance Committee, but this is not allowed, and the full City Council must now consider the Ordinance as all committees to which it was referred have given their reviews.  

Councilor Adams stated that his constituents also inundated him with calls about this situation, and he will support the Ordinance in first reading.  Councilor Adams stated that he would like further research and wants to speak to other attorneys about this.

Councilor Carney stated that she did not support this Ordinance in the Ordinance Committee meeting.  While understanding the community outrage, Councilor Carney stated that she has concerns that the Ordinance is tailored to one publication and excludes others, for example, the phone book or junk mail.  Councilor Carney gave examples of a 99% success rate and other numbers, which still leaves 80 publications or more per week subject to fines.  Councilor Carney stated that while it would be tempting to want to bring in revenue to the City this way, she would rather see the company given time to fix the problems and for the complaints to be addressed or stopped.  Councilor Carney stated that some residents have complained because they do want the publication, and did not receive it.

Councilor Narkewicz answered that the Ordinance is constituent-driven, and the city will not be out actively enforcing this, but a resident must file a complaint.  The Ordinance is designed to benefit the residents.

Councilor Carney stated that if people know the law is on the books, it might become an impetus to get revenue.

Councilor Spector stated that the Ordinance gives redress to those who complain.

Councilor Plassmann agreed with Councilor LaBarge that it would be good to have the City Solicitor at the next City Council meeting to discuss this Ordinance with the City Council.  Councilor Plassmann stated that her constituents wanted her to be proactive about this issue, and she would be remiss if she did not try to resolve the problem.

The vote passed first reading on a Roll Call vote of 7 Yes, 2 No (Councilors Carney and LaBarge voting No).

See meeting of June 3, 2010 for second reading.



	UPDATES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS


	UPDATES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Council President Narkewicz gave dates of May 25, June 1 and June 8 for City Council Budget Hearings.  The Public Hearing on the Resolution: Bring War Dollars Home may be on June 23rd; Committee chairs should meet and set a definite date.

Council President Narkewicz asked which Councilors, by a show of hands, will attend the Memorial Day Parade?  All Councilors, except Councilor Carney, will attend.



	New Business


	NEW BUSINESS

Councilor Tacy stated that the Leeds Civic Association had a successful fundraiser, with kudos to the DPW.

Councilor Plassmann announced there was a productive meeting with the DPW regarding Conz Street.  An upcoming meeting regarding Edwards Square and North Street would be held on June 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Bridge Street School.  A very important meeting of the I-91 Public Meeting would be held on June 14, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the Bridge Street School.



	
	


At  10:38 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Plassmann and seconded by Councilor LaBarge.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (9-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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