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	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

November 18, 2010
A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 7:30 p.m. On roll call, eight (8) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Paul D. Spector

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Absent: Councilor David A. Murphy

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted


	Minutes of October 27, 2010 and November 4, 2010
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of October 27, 2010 and November 4, 2010; Councilor Carney seconded. The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	One-Minute Announcements
	One-Minute Announcements:

Councilor LaBarge announced a Ward 6 meeting on Thursday, December 9, 2010 at 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm in the Ryan Road School gymnasium regarding recent break-ins.  Councilor LaBarge distributed flyers with information on this meeting.
Councilor Tacy stated that a meeting was held on November 16, and thanked Central Services and others present for a successful meeting.
Councilor Narkewicz announced the Charter Review Committee meeting of December 8, 2010 which will address proposed changes to the City charter.
Councilor Schwartz announced a Ward 4 meeting on Tuesday, December 14, 2010 at 7:00 pm which would address the State Street speed bump, now removed on schedule.  The DPW will hear resident feedback at this meeting.



	Recognition of 65th Anniversary of the World War II Club


	Recognition of 65th Anniversary of the World War II Club
Mayor Higgins read a Proclamation in recognition of the 65th anniversary of the World War II Club.  Jason Harder and William Magee accepted the proclamation.  Mr. Harder presented the Mayor with a check for $463 to the Northampton School library to purchase a video history of war.  

Councilor Plassmann moved approval of the gift to the schools; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Recognition of Award – Steve Connor, Director Veterans Services


	Recognition of Award – Steve Connor, Director Veterans Services

Councilor Carney moved to Suspend Rule 38: Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor Adams seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).
Earl Bonnet, Western Mass Chairman of Massachusetts Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), presented an award to Steve Connor, Director of Veterans Services.  Mr. Bonnet volunteers for Department of Defense, and explained that Master Sergeant Joseph Russo nominated Mr. Connor for this award.  The mission of the armed forced is a three-legged mission: home, employment, and the mission at hand.  Nomination means that a member of the armed forces is saying “This person helps make my life easier.”  

Mr. Connor stated that he was honored to receive this recognition.  He noted that Sgt. Russo retired two months ago, and thanked him for the nomination.


	Reappointment of Weighers of Hay, Coal, and Other Articles

Approved


	Reappointment of Weighers of Hay, Coal, and Other Articles

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the reappointments;

Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 1 Recused (Councilor Tacy).



	
	Late File: Appointment to Community Preservation Commission – William Breitbart (Refer to Committee on Appointments & Evaluations)

Councilor Spector moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Tacy moved to refer to Committee; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).


	License – Said Lmaalem/Grab a Cab, 93 Main St, Florence, MA

Approved


	License – Said Lmaalem/Grab a Cab, 93 Main Street, Florence, MA

*There are no outstanding taxes for any bill in the collector’s office as of November 9, 2010.
Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the license; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).


	Transportation & Parking Commission Minutes of September 21, 2010


	Transportation & Parking Commission Minutes of September 21, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; 

Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee on Cultural and Recreation Services Minutes of October 4, 2010


	Committee on Cultural and Recreation Services Minutes of October 4, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; 

Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee on Public Safety Minutes of October 4, 2010


	Committee on Public Safety Minutes of October 4, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; 

Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims Minutes of October 12, 2010

	Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims Minutes of October 12, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the minutes; 

Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).


	Pole Petition Hearing Announcement


	Council President Narkewicz announced that a Pole Petition Hearing would be held at the next City Council meeting on December 2, 2010 at 8:00 p.m.



	Council President Updates
	Council President Narkewicz announced that the next meeting of the Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims on December 13, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. would have a workshop on the subject of City Council rules and meeting protocols.  All Councilors are invited to attend this meeting. 


	Financial Order: Appropriation of $180,000 for Development of Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan


	Financial Order: Appropriation of $180,000 for Development of Comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan (Needs 2nd Reading)

Councilor Adams moved approval in second reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, November 18, 2010
Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Board of Public Works

Ordered, that the sum of $180,000 be and hereby is appropriated for the development of a comprehensive Stormwater Management Plan; that to meet such appropriation $135,280 be transferred from the Capital Stabilization Fund (5000-340616) to the Capital Fund (3000-340641) and that $44,720 be transferred from the Capital Fund FY2007 DPW Drains Engineering and Construction account (3000-350705-07). 

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Financial Order: Appropriation of $500,000 for Acquisition of Natural Resource of 127 Acres for Purpose of Watershed Protection


	Financial Order: Appropriation of $500,000 for Acquisition of Natural Resource of 127 Acres for Purpose of Watershed Protection (Needs 2nd Reading)

Mayor Higgins requested that the Order be postponed to the December 2, 2010 City Council meeting, as Mr. Pile and Mr. Huntley were unable to attend tonight’s meeting.
Councilor Narkewicz moved to Postpone 2nd Reading of the Order to December 2, 2010; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Order: Warrant of Special Election in Ward Three January 11, 2011


	Order: Warrant of Special Election in Ward Three January 11, 2011 (Needs 1st Reading)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Spector seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of December 2, 2010 for second reading.



	Order: Board of Health Charter Change


	Order: Board of Health Charter Change  (Refer to Board of Health, Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on Public Safety)
Council President Narkewicz stated that a joint public hearing may work best; Mayor Higgins stated that any changes would still go to the Legislature for approval.
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer to Committees; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Ordinance: Amend Chapter 55 Health Department


	Ordinance: Amend Chapter 55 Health Department  (Refer to Board of Health, Committee on Social Services and Veterans Affairs, Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, Committee on Public Safety, and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)
Councilor Spector moved to refer to Committees; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Ordinance: Amend §195-5 Historic District Project Categories


	Ordinance: Amend §195-5 Historic District Project Categories  (Refer to Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use, and Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer to Committees; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	8:00 Public Hearing – Tax Classification Hearing


	8:00 Public Hearing – Tax Classification Hearing

Mayor Higgins opened the Public Hearing.

There were no proponents or opponents wishing to speak.

Mayor Higgins closed the Public Hearing.  

Councilor LaBarge moved to close the Public Hearing; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Assessor Joan Sarafin and Assessor Margo Welch were present to speak to the Tax Classification report.  Ms. Sarafin noted Page 4 of the Tax Classification report states that a city could shift the tax rate up to 12%.  Breakdowns at 10% and 5% are on subsequent pages.  Ms. Sarafin stated that Avon was one of three towns to change the tax factor; Ms. Sarafin called the town of Avon and was told that the results were not as good as hoped.  The tax factor of 1 in Northampton will have a tax base of $12.96 per $1,000 of assessed property value for FY2011.


	Finance Committee
	Finance Committee

8:06 p.m. – 8:25 p.m.


	Order: Tax Rate of FY2011


	Order: Tax Rate of FY2011 (Needs 1st Reading)
Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Adams suggested that the City Council should look closely at the tax rate, with possible exemptions for small businesses and for some homeowners.  

Mayor Higgins stated that businesses such as Kollmorgen and Coca-Cola looked at the tax rate in their decisions to stay in Northampton.  Mayor Higgins suggested the City Council set up a Committee to study this before setting the tax rate next year.
Assessor Sarafin also stated that a small business exemption would be difficult to implement as every business would have to be surveyed for qualifications of employment of 10 or more people, and the business would have to be valued at less than $1 million.  Ms. Sarafin stated that a residential exemption would possibly mean an increase in rents for those who live in apartment complexes.  Landlords are allowed to pass on tax increases to renters under some leases.

Ms. Sarafin also noted that an extra person would be needed in the Assessor’s office to implement these changes; Councilor Schwartz stated that the implementation should not dictate policy.
See meeting of December 2, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: Accept Provisions of MGL Chapter 200A, § 9A for Alternative Procedure for Disposing of Abandoned Funds Held in the Custody of the City


	Financial Order: Accept Provisions of MGL Chapter 200A, § 9A for Alternative Procedure for Disposing of Abandoned Funds Held in the Custody of the City (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).
See meeting of December 2, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: The Sum of $37,700 Raised and Appropriated from FY2011 Revenues to General Fund Budget Items


	Financial Order: The Sum of $37,700 Raised and Appropriated from FY2011 Revenues to General Fund Budget Items (Needs 1st Reading)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).
See meeting of December 2, 2010 for second reading.



	Ordinance: Amend §350-10.12 (M) Make Home Occupation Special Permit process consistent with other Special Permits


	Ordinance: Amend §350-10.12 (M) Make Home Occupation Special Permit process consistent with other Special Permits (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).
Councilor Narkewicz stated that the Joint meeting of the Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims and Planning Board was held on November 8, 2010.  The Zoning Board of Appeals, Planning Board, Ordinance Committee and Committee on Economic Development, Housing and Land Use all voted unanimously in their respective Committee meetings to approve this Ordinance change.  
See meeting of December 2, 2010 for second reading.



	New Business


	New Business



	
	


At 8:53 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor LaBarge and seconded by Councilor Tacy.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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