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ity of Northampton

MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year Two Thousand éind

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF........ Transportation.& Parking. Commission

.................................

ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section332.332-., of said Code;
providing that Church Street becomes a one-way street in the easterly direction '

Be it ordained by the City gli)gnlcillzof the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:
Section 1. That section ... of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:
312-112 Schedule XI: One Way Streets

RN YST01 110 WSO

DELETE:

Location | Direction From To

Church Street Westerly A point 15 feet A point 30 feet
from King Street from King Street

Church Street Easterly A point 15 feet King Street
from King Street

ADD:

Location Directi.on From To

Church Street Westerly A point 63 feet A point 88 feet

from King Street

from King Street





	CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

WALLACE J. PUCHALSKI MUNICIPAL BUILDING

212 MAIN STREET, NORTHAMPTON 

Northampton, MA

September 2, 2010

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Mayor Mary Clare Higgins at 8: 27 p.m. On roll call, eight (8) Councilors were present:

Councilor Jesse M. Adams

Councilor David J. Narkewicz

Councilor Maureen T. Carney      

Councilor Angela D. Plassmann

Councilor Pamela C. Schwartz

Councilor David A. Murphy

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Councilor Eugene A. Tacy

Absent:  Councilor Paul D. Spector

Roll called by Mary L. Midura, Clerk of the Council



	Minutes Accepted


	Minutes of August 19, 2010

Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes of August 19, 2010; Councilor Adams seconded. 

Councilor Plassmann indicated a grammatical error on page 135.  (The Clerk has corrected this on the official copy for audit purposes.)

The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Resolution of the City Council on the Preservation of the Upper Roberts Meadow Dam 

Postponed
	Resolution of the City Council on the Preservation of the Upper Roberts Meadow Dam (Needs 1st Reading – Postponed from August 19, 2010)

Councilor LaBarge moved to Postpone to October 7, 2010; Councilor Tacy seconded.  

Councilor LaBarge stated that the Order should be postponed until the report from Chris Mason, Energy Officer, is ready and reviewed.  Councilor LaBarge also stated that the BPW should be told to hold a public forum with more information for the public.  

Mayor Higgins stated that the BPW is not required to hold a public forum.  Mayor Higgins offered to hold a meeting at her office with an invitation to the BPW, Energy and Sustainability Commission, Friends of the Upper Roberts Meadow Dam group and Mr. Huntley.  Mayor Higgins again stated that the City Council couldn’t order a Board to hold a public forum.

Councilor Plassmann asked the status of the grant application.  Mayor Higgins replied that the grant will most likely be funded, and the Board of Public Works has responsibility for the assets.  Upon further questioning by Councilor Plassmann, Mayor Higgins stated that the director of the BPW would be at the next City Council meeting with an update.

Councilor LaBarge then asked Council President Narkewicz to hold a forum, such as the recently-held forum on the Resolution: Bring War Dollars Home.  

Councilor Plassmann stated that she was concerned that the grant would be approved, and that she hoped the City would hold off on the tearing down of the dam until all information is shared.

Councilor Tacy stated that he also would not wish to see this done too quickly until all information is in: the news at the September 2, 2010 meeting of the $100,000 cost was new information.

Councilor LaBarge implored the Mayor to use her power to tell the BPW to halt and not tear down the dam until hearings were held.

Mayor Higgins stated that the City needs to hear from FEMA, and if FEMA says the City cannot hold funds on the process, it must be done or the DPW would have to pay the full costs.  Mayor Higgins stated that this issue must be brought to a decision.

Councilor Narkewicz stated that the Federal fiscal year has not begun, and there should be some time to have all information submitted by Chris Mason.  Councilor Narkewicz stated that previous reports have similarities and differences, and Mr. Mason’s report would be welcome.  Mayor Higgins noted that the Resolution is non-binding, and considered as an advisory, but the City Council cannot usurp the authority of the BPW.

The vote to Postpone first reading to October 7, 2010 passed unanimously (8-0).



	Resolution: Bring the War Dollars Home 

Postponed
	Resolution: Bring the War Dollars Home (Needs 1ST Reading)

Mayor Higgins read aloud a letter from Councilor Spector in which he asked for the postponement of the first reading of the Resolution.
Councilor Narkewicz moved to Postpone to September 16, 2010; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  

Councilor Plassmann stated that she was absolutely opposed to postponement; and that she was ready to vote.  

Councilor LaBarge stated that she was willing to wait two weeks, but Councilors know when they will be on vacation.  Councilor Tacy stated that he was also ready to vote on this Resolution.

The vote passed on a Roll Call vote of 5 Yes, 3 No (Councilors Murphy, Plassmann and Tacy voting No), 1 Absent (Councilor Spector absent).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for first reading.



	Resolution of the Northampton City Council Supporting Extended Producer Responsibility 

Enrolled
	Resolution of the Northampton City Council Supporting Extended Producer Responsibility (Needs 2nd Reading)

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, September 2, 2010

Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Maureen T. Carney and Councilor David J. Narkewicz

RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL SUPPORTING EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY

WHEREAS, the municipal waste management system was established a century ago to manage far simpler and more homogeneous wastes like ashes, food scraps and horse manure, rather than the manufactured goods and packaging which dominate today’s municipal waste; and

WHEREAS, manufactured goods and packaging constitute approximately 75% of the materials managed by cities and towns, based on figures reported by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; and
WHEREAS, hazardous and hard-to-recycle product management costs are expected to increase substantially in the short term unless policy changes are made; and

WHEREAS, there are significant environmental and human health impacts associated with improper management of hazardous products; and

WHEREAS, products and packaging are often toxic or disposable by design, and local governments have no input into the design or marketing of products, make no profit from the products, and do not have the resources to adequately address the rising volume of discarded products and associated packaging; and

WHEREAS, costs paid by citizens and local governments to manage products are in effect subsidies to producers that enable and encourage producers to design products for disposal and without regard to end-of-life product management costs and hazards; and

WHEREAS, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR; also called Product Stewardship) is an environmental policy approach in which producers (brand owners and first importers into the state) accept responsibility for the end-of-life management of their products, so that those who produce and use products bear the costs of recycling and responsible disposal; and

WHEREAS, when producers are responsible for ensuring their products are reused or recycled responsibly, and when health and environmental costs are included in the product price, there is an incentive to design products that are more durable, easier to repair and recycle, and less toxic; and

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts legislature has enacted producer responsibility programs for certain mercury-containing products; and 

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts legislature has committed to achieving greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and EPR policies are important strategies for achieving this goal through reduction of manufacturing and disposal emissions; and

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s Draft 2010-2020 Solid Waste Master Plan: A Pathway to Zero Waste includes EPR among its waste reduction strategies with the following objectives: (1) advance producer responsibility for specific product categories through a combination of pilot projects, business sector partnerships, and legislative and regulatory requirements, (2) develop consistent regional approaches to extended producer responsibility systems and requirements, and (3) advance product stewardship responsibility initiatives on a national level; and

WHEREAS, jobs in disassembly, reuse, repair, and recycling are generated by EPR, offering significant local economic development opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton can advance EPR through a variety of mechanisms including requiring the manufacturers of products sold to Northampton departments to take financial responsibility for collecting and recycling their products at the end of their useful life; by incorporating EPR policies into the City of Northampton’s product procurement practices; and by favoring vendors and manufacturers that take back their product and associated packaging at end-of-life; and

WHEREAS, the Northampton City Council supports statewide legislations to hold producers responsible for hazardous product discard management and other product waste management costs; and

WHEREAS, the Northampton City Council supports working with other Massachusetts communities and organizations to move EPR policy forward regionally and nationally, and supports the Framework Principles for Product Stewardship Policy adopted by six Product Stewardship Councils in North America including the Vermont and New York Councils; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Northampton City Council serves notice to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and to manufacturers and distributors of products and packaging sold in our jurisdiction that it supports transferring responsibility for the costs of managing products at end-of-life to producers (brand owners and first importers), under oversight of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Northampton City Council urges the Massachusetts legislature to join 23 other states in enacting EPR legislation for discarded electronic waste; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Northampton City Council urges the Massachusetts Legislature to enact comprehensive EPR legislation based on the Framework Principles for Product Stewardship Policy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Northampton will work with other Massachusetts municipalities and the Department of Environmental Protection to enact EPR legislation and regulation.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Appointment

Approved
	Appointment of David Shearer to Northampton Tree Committee, replacing Susan DiMaria as Board of Public Works representative

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 30, Reference to Committees; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the appointment; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Licenses

Approved
	LICENSES
Dealer in Second-Hand Articles: The Instrument Exchange, 13 King Street, Northampton*

*No Outstanding Taxes as of August 27, 2010 per Tax Collector

Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the license; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	RECESS FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE


	RECESS FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE

8:45 p.m. – 9:55 p.m.



	Financial Order:  To Authorize the City of Northampton to Apply for PARC Act Funding for Florence Recreation Fields at Allard Farm and Borrow $757,576 for that Purpose 

Enrolled


	Financial Order:  To Authorize the City of Northampton to Apply for PARC Act Funding for Florence Recreation Fields at Allard Farm and Borrow $757,576 for that Purpose (Needs 2nd Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading;

In City Council, September 2, 2010

Upon the recommendation of Planning and Development and Recreation Department

WHEREAS, On March 4, 2010 City Council approved the preservation of the Bean and Allard properties for recreation, conservation, and agricultural purposes; and

WHEREAS, The project includes acquiring  24.4± acres for recreation; and

WHEREAS, The March 4, 2010 Order remains in effect but to be eligible for a Massachusetts PARC grant for recreation, City Council must approve an Order specific to the recreation aspect of the project; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That City Council appropriates and authorizes the City Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, to borrow $757,576, over 15 years, under M.G.L. c.44B, §11, M.G.L c.44 §8C, or any other enabling authority, for the purpose of purchasing and improving for public parks and playgrounds purposes, a certain property together with buildings thereon consisting of 24.4± acres on the northerly side of Meadow Street essentially as shown on a plan of land entitled “Plan of Land in Northampton, MA, Hampshire Registry, Prepared for City of Northampton” and signed on 7/2/2010 by Daniel F. Stasz, RLS, Northeast Survey Consultants, subject to final minor revisions to the plan; 

That said land be conveyed to the City of Northampton under the provisions of M.G.L. c.45, §14, and as it may hereafter be amended and other Massachusetts statutes relating to public parks and playgrounds, to be managed and controlled by the Northampton Recreation Commission, and the said Recreation Commission be authorized to file on behalf of the City of Northampton any and all applications deemed necessary for grants and /or reimbursements from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts deemed necessary under the PARC Act (Chapter 933 Acts of 1977, as amended) and/or any others in any way connected with the scope of this Article, and the Northampton Recreation Commission be authorized to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the City of Northampton to affect said purchase.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Financial Order: Authorize Acquisition of Land Along the Connecticut River 
Enrolled
	Financial Order: Authorize Acquisition of Land Along the Connecticut River (Needs 2nd Reading – Postponed from August 19, 2010)
Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  

Councilor Tacy asked Wayne Feiden to explain the property ownership.  Mr. Feiden stated that the City would be purchasing a half-interest in the parcel.  Donations would pay for the Hatfield interest of the parcel.  The City portion is approximately 6-7 acres.  When asked by Councilor Tacy if this issue was time-sensitive, Mr. Feiden replied that it was time-sensitive only in that it would help to build up to the Rail Trail.

The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, September 2, 2010

Upon the recommendation of the Office of Planning and Development and Councilor Maureen Carney

WHEREAS,
the Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2005-2010 and the Sustainable Northampton Comprehensive Plan recommend expanding rail trails and non-motorized vehicle opportunities and preserving open space along the Connecticut River; and

WHEREAS,
as a long term goal, there is an opportunity to build a rail trail from Damon Road to North Hatfield the Norwottuck Rail Trail in Leeds dead-ends at the Northampton/ Williamsburg town line; and

WHEREAS,
the City has an option to purchase a parcel of land that would bring the trail part way to a Haydenville surface road; and

WHEREAS, 
the City’s hopes to transfer said parcel to the Town of Williamsburg when they are willing to accept it and has discussed this approach  with the Williamsburg Selectman; and

WHEREAS, 
private fundraising will pay for the acquisition with no cost to Northampton taxpayers and no new appropriation;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED

City Council authorizes the Mayor to accept a deed or deeds for land on or adjacent to the current or former Massachusetts Electric and railroad right-of-way to provide opportunities to extend the Norwottuck Rail Trail; and

Further, the City Council declares such land surplus and authorizes its donation to the Town of Williamsburg, subject to the City of Northampton retaining permanent rights-of-way for pedestrian and non-motorized vehicular traffic.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Financial Order: Demand Fee Increase to $25 

Enrolled
	Financial Order: Demand Fee Increase to $25 (Needs 2nd Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, September 2, 2010

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Finance Committee

Ordered, that the City of Northampton, charge for each written demand issued by the collector a fee of $25 to be added to and collected as part of the tax, as authorized by M.G.L. Chapter 60, Section 15, effective as of September 1, 2010.

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Financial Order: Appropriation of $60,000 from Community Preservation Act Funding to the Garfield Avenue Habitat for Humanity Project 


	Financial Order: Appropriation of $60,000 from Community Preservation Act Funding to the Garfield Avenue Habitat for Humanity Project (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor Narkewicz moved approval in first reading; Councilor Murphy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: Accept a Deed in Lieu of Foreclosure for the Mill River Greenway/Norwottuck Rail Trail off-ramp in Leeds 
	Financial Order: Accept a Deed in Lieu of Foreclosure for the Mill River Greenway/Norwottuck Rail Trail off-ramp in Leeds (Needs 1st Reading)

Mayor Higgins noted that Councilor Tacy was recused from discussion.

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  

Councilor Narkewicz noted that he had asked, during the Finance Committee meeting, for a list of tax title properties.

The vote passed on a voice vote of 7 Yes, 1 Recused (Councilor Tacy recused).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.


	Financial Order: Accept and Adopt Provisions of Chapter 131 of the Acts of 2010, Section 28, An Act to Increase the Benefit Paid to Surviving Spouses of Disabled Employees Under M. G. L. c. 32, § 101 from $6,000 to $9,000, To Become Effective January 1, 2011 


	Financial Order: Accept and Adopt Provisions of Chapter 131 of the Acts of 2010, Section 28, An Act to Increase the Benefit Paid to Surviving Spouses of Disabled Employees Under M. G. L. c. 32, § 101 from $6,000 to $9,000, To Become Effective January 1, 2011 (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Tacy seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: Appropriate $125,000 FY2011 Capital Plan For Pavement Resurfacing of the Bridge Street School Parking Lot 


	Financial Order: Appropriate $125,000 FY2011 Capital Plan For Pavement Resurfacing of the Bridge Street School Parking Lot (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  

Mayor Higgins noted that the Order allows borrowing for five years.

The vote passed on a voice vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: Appropriate $746,500 FY2011 Capital Plan for Departmental Equipment and Vehicle Replacements 


	Financial Order: Appropriate $746,500 FY2011 Capital Plan for Departmental Equipment and Vehicle Replacements (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  

Mayor Higgins noted that this Order also allows borrowing for five years.

Councilor Tacy questioned the surplus of police vehicles.  Mayor Higgins stated that all vehicles are surplussed out; the Board of Health uses a surplus vehicle, the Building Commissioner uses a surplus vehicle.  Mayor Higgins stated she had a discussion with Police Chief Sienkiewicz regarding the value of all vehicles.  The Police Department has a first, second and third line of vehicles.  

Councilor Tacy questioned the use of the Recreation vehicle.  Mayor Higgins stated it was a wheelchair bus, and the yearly lease is $33,000.  It is more economical for the City to buy the vehicle at $100,000 than to lease, as the vehicle will pay for itself in three years.  

Councilor Murphy noted that the Recreation van couldn’t be used in school.  Mayor Higgins stated that the Recreation van is a safety issue.

Councilor Plassmann questioned the $141,000 item for four police vehicles. 

Councilor Murphy stated that all Capital Plan requests were skipped last year.

Mayor Higgins explained that three vehicles are administrative for use by detectives, one is for the supervisor.  Councilor Plassmann questioned the rotation plan, and requested an updated list of the police vehicles.  Mayor Higgins and Chris Pile read from a listing, and stated a comprehensive list would be provided to Councilors.

The vote passed on a voice vote of 8 Yes, 0 No.

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.


	Financial Order: Transfer $145,000 from Capital Stabilization Fund to General Fund FY2011 Capital Program for Capital Items 


	Financial Order: Transfer $145,000 from Capital Stabilization Fund to General Fund FY2011 Capital Program for Capital Items (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in first reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  

Councilor Tacy asked if the figures were estimates; Mayor Higgins responded yes, as some items are structural and may come in at lower costs.

Councilor Plassmann asked for an update from the Mayor when concrete figures have been obtained on expenditures.

The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: FY2011 Budgetary Transfers 


	Financial Order: FY2011 Budgetary Transfers (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.


	Financial Order: Appropriate $60,500 from Fire Department Revolving Fund to FY2011 Capital Program for Fire Department Capital Items 


	Financial Order: Appropriate $60,500 from Fire Department Revolving Fund to FY2011 Capital Program for Fire Department Capital Items (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  

Councilor Tacy questioned who does the inspections; Mayor Higgins answered that Larry Therrien is the Fire Safety Inspector.  

Councilor Plassmann asked for maintenance records of the fire vehicle; Councilor Tacy stated he would also like to see this information.

The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.



	Financial Order: Appropriate $560,500 from Ambulance Receipts Reserved Fund to FY2011 Capital Program for EMS and Ambulance Capital Items 


	Financial Order: Appropriate $560,500 from Ambulance Receipts Reserved Fund to FY2011 Capital Program for EMS and Ambulance Capital Items (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  

Councilor Tacy questioned the items and previous EMS transfers; Chris Pile explained that these are lease payments, with the last FY2010 transfer on June 3, 2010, and the first FY2011 transfer on July 8, 2010.  

Mayor Higgins explained that the City is on a pay-as-you-go plan with ambulances.  

Councilor Tacy questioned that Deputy Norris stated at a previous meeting that there would be no replacements for 1-½ years.  Chris Pile stated that the Fire Department presented their requests to the Capital Improvements Committee on July 14, 2010, and the Committee agreed with these requests.

Councilor Plassmann asked for follow-up as to what the rotations are for police and fire, every year or every other year?  Councilor LaBarge asked for the full record of the $220,000 item for Ambulance Rotation.

The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.


	Financial Order: Transfer $340,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to General Fund FY2011 Capital Program for Parking Division Capital Items 


	Financial Order: Transfer $340,000 from Parking Meter Reserve Fund to General Fund FY2011 Capital Program for Parking Division Capital Items (Needs 1st Reading)

Councilor Murphy moved approval in first reading; Councilor Adams seconded.  

Mayor Higgins noted that Parking does all the plowing of downtown lots with one sander and plow, and this should be equipped before winter.  Councilor Plassmann asked if older vehicles would be off the road; Mayor Higgins stated the hope is to have those older vehicles off the road and auctioned.  Councilor Tacy asked if the Parking Director would be asked to come to the next City Council meeting? Mayor Higgins stated it was not required.  Councilor Tacy stated he would call the Parking Director.

The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

See meeting of September 16, 2010 for second reading.


	Order: Accept Provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 138 §33A and §33B, Amended 

Enrolled
	Order: Accept Provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 138 §33A and §33B, Amended (Needs 2nd Reading)

Councilor LaBarge moved approval in second reading; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Order passed second reading:

In City Council, September 2, 2010

Upon the recommendation of Mayor Mary Clare Higgins

Ordered, that the City Council of the City of Northampton accepts the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 138, §33A, which authorizes local liquor licensing authorities (“LLA”) to permit M.G. L. Chapter 138, §12 licensees to sell alcoholic beverages on Sundays and certain legal holidays; sales between 1:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m.  

Further ordered, that the City Council of the City of Northampton accepts the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 138, §33B as amended effective July 1, 2010, which authorizes local liquor licensing authorities (“LLA”) to permit M.G. L. Chapter 138, §12 licensees to sell alcoholic beverages at 10 a.m. on Sundays.  

Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled.



	Ordinance: Amend 312-112 Church Street becomes a One-Way Street in Easterly Direction 
Enrolled
	Ordinance: Amend 312-112 Church Street becomes a One-Way Street in Easterly Direction (Needs 2nd Reading)
Councilor Murphy moved approval in second reading; Councilor Narkewicz seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

The following Ordinance passed second reading:

In City Council, September 2, 2010

[image: image3.png]



Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Ordinance: Amend Chapter 325, Water – Add Article III Drinking Water Protection 
Enrolled
	Ordinance: Amend Chapter 325, Water – Add Article III Drinking Water Protection (Needs 2nd Reading – Postponed from August 19, 2010)
Councilor Murphy moved approval in second reading; Councilor Carney seconded.  

Councilor Carney stated that the expansion of the landfill is dead and understood.  Councilor Carney noted that the Resolution passed three months ago was also clear; this Ordinance is unnecessary and premature, “not a discussion on what we will do”.  Councilor Carney stated she would, therefore, oppose the passage of this Ordinance.

Councilor LaBarge noted her agreement to this Ordinance: it is time to end the landfill discussion and support the quality of life.  This is a historic vote.

Councilor Narkewicz gave an overview of how the City Council came to discuss this Ordinance.  There was to be a special permit for which the BPW and DPW completed the process.  Studies on environmental and fiscal issues were done.  A decision on the special permit was to be made.  The Stantec study was completed with letters to the BPW to evaluate the options.  Once the decision was made not to file for the permit, things changed.  The Resolution was a step forward in the role of City Council, a change from 3-4 years ago.  The City Council asked to amend the Ordinance regarding WSP, with an exemption if there were a landfill; then restoring the Ordinance back to protecting the water.  The alternatives are what the City now needs to focus on.  This is the step forward to make this happen.  Councilor Narkewicz commended Ms. Mimi Odgers for her offer, during public comment, to work with City officials on the alternatives.

Mayor Higgins stated that there would be an announcement at the end of the month regarding a Task Force, and interested citizens may contact the Mayor’s office.  Mayor Higgins stated that the “disposal of trash is a Citywide issue.”

Councilor Narkewicz stated that this vote is the start of the process of alternatives.  More than 90% of communities in Massachusetts do not have landfills.  The City needs solutions and plans to deal with our trash locally.

Councilor Tacy stated he supports this Ordinance 100%, although this hurts him as a businessman.

Councilor Murphy stated he would not support this Ordinance as the process has not been handled well.

Councilor Plassmann stated that the voters spoke in November, and she would not insult the voters, and will support the Ordinance.

The vote passed on a voice vote of 6 Yes, 2 No (Councilors Carney and Murphy voting No), 1 Absent (Councilor Spector absent)

The following Ordinance passed second reading:
In City Council, September 2, 2010
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MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year Two Thousand and Ten

........................ Councilor Marianne L. T aBarge, Councilor
UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF...pyavid-: Narkewicz; Gowneflor Pamela G-

Schwartz, and Councilor Eugene A. Tacy
ORDINANCE

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances,

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section........... 3 25, of said Code;

Providing that .............. Amend Chapter.325, Water.~.Add. Article IIL Drinking Water. ...
Protection

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council asserhbled, as follows:

Section 1. That section ... 325 ........ of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton,
Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:
“SECLLOTT woveerrevecrecremnemens 325

ADD:

Article III Drinking Water Protection
§ 325-18 Landfills Prohibited Over Aquifers or in Water Supply Protection Districts

No new sanitary landfills or open dumps as defined in 310 CMR 19 as amended, or
expansions of existing facilities or new landfill cells, shall be allowed over aquifers, or in
the Zone II protection area of an aquifer, or any area zoned as a Water Supply Protection
District.





Rules suspended, passed two readings, ordained and enrolled.



	Ordinance: Amend §350-15.4 per Citizens’ Petition 

	Ordinance: Amend §350-15.4 per Citizens’ Petition (1st Reading Postponed to September 2, 2010 at Request of Petitioners – Requires New Public Hearing Under M.G.L.)

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Postpone to September 16, 2010 per email request of Petitioners; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote to Postpone to September 16, 2010 passed unanimously (8-0).



	Ordinance: Amend §337-6,8, and 13 Change Wetlands Public Notice, Recording, and Appeals Process 

	Ordinance: Amend §337-6,8, and 13 Change Wetlands Public Notice, Recording, and Appeals Process (Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims)
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer to Committee; Councilor Plassmann seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Ordinance: Amend§316-28 Add Article IV Pedicabs 

LATE FILE
	Ordinance: Amend §316-28 Add Article IV Pedicabs (Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims and to Transportation & Parking Commission)

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to refer to Committees; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	Ordinance: Amend §174-16 Fees – Chapter 316,Vehicles for Hire

LATE FILE
	Ordinance: Amend §174-16 Fees – Chapter 316, Vehicles for Hire (Refer to Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims and to Transportation & Parking Commission)

Councilor Narkewicz moved to Suspend Rule 38 Time for Filing Business Transacted at Meetings; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).

Councilor Narkewicz moved to refer to Committees; Councilor LaBarge seconded.  The vote passed unanimously (8-0).



	UPDATES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS


	UPDATES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Council President Narkewicz noted that the agenda for the Committee on Elections, Rules, Ordinances, Orders and Claims for September 13, 2010 would have an item for discussion regarding the issues around City Council agendas, possible consent agenda, time of meetings, etc.



	New Business
	New Business

Councilor LaBarge stated that the Ward 6 picnic was rescheduled for Saturday, October 16, 2010, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and would not be rescheduled if it rained.

Councilor Tacy noted a Ward 7 neighborhood meeting on September 8, 2010 at 7:00 pm at Leeds school.  Captain Savino or Captain Koncas would attend.  There have been break-ins in the neighborhood.

Councilor Plassmann stated that there were two presentations at the last City Council meeting: one was timed to 15 minutes, the other was not, and this was not fair.  

Councilor President Narkewicz answered that there was a written request for the first presentation for a time of 10-15 minutes.  The presentation by Clean Water was long.  Presentations are not usually timed, but presenters are asked to be concise.  The issues of these presentations were separate.  

Mayor Higgins noted that the meeting was not well run, and stated she is glad that the Ordinance Committee would be discussing these issues.
Councilor Schwartz stated that a Ward 4 meeting would be held on Tuesday, September 14, 2010 at the World War II Club.

Councilor LaBarge questioned Councilor Plassmann as to what occurred recently on the street.  Mayor Higgins told Councilor LaBarge that criticism of a fellow Councilor is out of order.  Councilor LaBarge stated she was misunderstood, and did not intend any criticism of a fellow Councilor.

	
	The next City Council meeting is September 16, 2010.

	
	


At 10:58 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Murphy and seconded by Councilor LaBarge.  The vote to adjourn passed unanimously (8-0). 

Attest: _________________________________________, Clerk of Council
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