LICENSE COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

Extracts of Law, Rules and Regulations Governing

Licenses for Sale of Alcoholic Beverages to be DRUNK on Premises as authorized by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 138 § 12

HOURS

1. RESTAURANTS, CLUBS, HOTELS AND GENERAL-ON-PREMISES
Sundays – 11:00 A.M. to 1:15 A.M.*

Weekdays – 8:00 A.M. to 1:15 A.M.*

 *Sale of alcoholic beverages are to cease at 1:00 A.M.

All patrons must be off the premises by 1:15 A.M.

Employees must be off the premises by 2:00 A.M., but can remain after 2:00 A.M. only when notification is given to the Police Department.

2. All liquor licenses must be posted under glass on the premises specified so that same may be easily observed.

3. Sale to or purchases by persons under twenty-one years are punishable by a fine or imprisonment or both. Licensee may employ any person eighteen years of age or older for the direct handling and selling of alcoholic beverages. No one under eighteen may be employed for the direct handling and selling of alcoholic beverages or alcohol. (M.G.L., Chapter 138 § 34, as amended.)

4. Each Corporate license must appoint a manager satisfactory to the Commission by a written vote of their directors, giving such manager full authority and control of the premises. Immediate notice of an appointment or vacancy of the manager position must be made to the Commission in writing. 

5. The licensed premises shall be subject to inspection by the Police, the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, the Northampton License Commission and their authorized agents, the Health Department and Building Department to ascertain the manner in which the licensee conducts his/her business.

6. No alcoholic beverage shall be sold or kept for sale on premises not specified on the license.

7. No alcoholic beverages shall be sold to a person who is intoxicated or known to have been intoxicated within six months. (M.G.L., Chapter 138 § 69, as amended.)

8. Owners and/or managers of all licensed liquor establishments will be responsible for all violations or infractions of the law occurring on the premises whether present or not. 

9. Membership lists of club licenses are to be available at all times. Guest books must be maintained open for inspection at any time. Admittance to members and their guests only. All guests must be accompanied by the member listed at sponsoring them.

10. No gambling permitted on the premises whatsoever. Any use of a coin operated amusement device or other means for gambling purposes shall result in suspension and/or revocation of both the liquor license and any amusement device licenses in addition to charges filed in a court of law. 

11. Weekday entertainment within the licensed premises must be approved and licensed by this Commission. After written application, the License Commission shall grant such license upon such terms and/or conditions as it may prescribe or may deny such license upon finding that issuance of such license would lead to the creation of a public nuisance or would endanger the public health, safety or order. The License Commission may revoke or suspend a license granted pursuant to the provision of this rule after written notice to the Licensee and a hearing thereon and upon finding that conditions exist upon or about the licensed premises that would have justified denial of the original application for such license.

ALL LIQUOR LICENSES ARE SUBJECT TO SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION FOR ANY VIOLATION OF CONDITIONS OR ANY LAW OF THE COMMONWEALTH OR REGULATION OF THE NORTHAMPTON LICENSE COMMISSION OR THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES CONTROL COMMISSION.

For Further information regarding alcoholic beverage laws, rules and regulations refer to:

1. Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 138

2. Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, 100 Causeway Street, Boston MA (617) 727-3040

3. Northampton License Commission, 210 Main Street, Northampton, MA (413) 587-1210 

