Village Hill CAC – Amenity Subcommittee (AS)
Meeting at City Hall Feb. 17, 2009

Minutes

Present:  Mayor Higgins, R. Platt, H. Diamond, D. Narkowicz, A.-M. Moggio, D. Modzelewski

The meeting convened at 11 AM

RP opened the meeting with announcement that NAMI-WM Walkathon will be held in Look Park on May 31 (instead of Forest Park)

Re question as to contractual responsibilities of MassDevelopment for VH amenities (indoor and outdoor), Mayor Higgins said their only responsibility under the RFP is to provide a memorial site, involving a site for the fountain and possible memorial trail with plaques. They are not obligated to provide a community facility. 

The open spaces to be provided on VH North Campus are stipulated by the VH Master Plan (as revised) and by city zoning. Management of those spaces will devolve to the property owner association (POA).  The Mayor stated that the city will not take responsibility for community spaces and facilities at VH. 

RP asked when the POA is due to be established and with what initial membership. Mayor Higgins replied that that is not known at this time. (Question for Beth Murphy?)

DM said that the type of facilities to be provided should be a question for the VH residents when they are known. RP pointed out the “chicken and egg” problem – that prospective home buyers may not be interested in investing unless the common amenities are in place and costs of maintaining them are known. 

AM asked about playing fields at VH. The Mayor said that no general playing fields were to be provided within the VH 90 acres but there are other open spaces and fields nearby across from the Community Gardens that were part of the original 500 acre Hospital property. The Community Gardens have been protected as permanent open space next to VH.  

Re indoor community meeting room, two possibilities, according to the Mayor, would be the eventual assisted living facility near the entrance to VH and the co-housing project near the back. Rental of such spaces by the POA or revenue-generating uses would be expected.

RP asked about the status of the Coach House. It is owned by MassDevelopment which hopes to market it. An architectural survey was conducted in the late 90s by Kerry Dietz. RP again noted that the Coach House is decrepit and a deterrent to potential investors looking at homes in its vicinity. 

The reuse of the old fire house in town was discussed as a desirable model for the Coach House.

DM and the Mayor discussed the need to improve the appearance and, if possible, access to the Haskell Building which currently is ominous looking and closed after office hours. They intend to meet with Liz Sullivan of DMH to discuss possible change of windows to save energy and improve appearance – using Stimulus money?  

Ideally, MassDevelopment should be commissioned by the state to rehab the Haskell Building as they have 100 Cambridge in Boston. 

HD suggested that a resident of VH should be invited to join the amenity SC, The Mayor suggested she contact Andrea Pichette at Hilltop Apts. to ask for recommendations from among their tenants. (There is only one VH homeowner now in residence). 

RP asked about Kollmorgen and its interest in amenities. Mayor Higgins said that their facility would be strictly off-limits due to security, but they would like to see restaurant and other commercial development across the street in VH to serve their own employees and the public. 

DN offered to set up the next meeting with Beth Murphy. 

The meeting adjourned at noon. 
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