Village Hill CAC – Amenity Subcommittee (AS) 

Meeting at City Hall March 10, 2009

Present:  Mayor Higgins, R. Platt, D. Narkowicz, D. Modzelewski, Beth Murphy (MassDevelopment)

The meeting convened at 11 AM

Beth Murphy stated that all three historic buildings at Village Hill (VH) now owned by MassDevelopment will be saved. The Male Attendants Building is served by existing roads and is being marketed presently – there have been 4-5 prospective buyers. It comprises 22,000 sq. ft. on 3 floors. Arrowstreet has estimated it would cost $3 million to renovate it. Goggins is the realty agent. 

The North Attendants building currently has no road access but is also available for sale. 

The Coach House will have a new roof installed this summer pending further renovation by a future buyer. It also lacks road frontage presently but that will be available with next building phase. Platt asked about how coach house in present condition will affect marketing of bungalows to be built near it. Murphy said it can be secured with new plywood over openings painted to match brick walls. 

Discussion ensued about a possible community room to be provided as part of a potential assisted living facility near Rt. 66. Interaction between residents of that facility and the larger community was viewed as desirable. 

Similarly, a potential co-housing facility might have a shared space that could be made available for larger community activities possibly on a fee basis.

DM suggested we need to know more about how community facilities are used in other developments. Mayor Higgins mentioned that community spaces at Laurel Park are used infrequently. Platt said that there are few if any close examples of developments similar to Village Hill. “We are making it up as we go”.

Discussion of the potential DMH client population at VH followed. Mayor Higgins and DM said that the “15%” DMH quota could be partially met through new DMH units elsewhere in the four western MA counties. RP expressed surprise to learn that and asked about the procedure for approving off-site units that are counted towards the VH 15% quota. 

[RP later reviewed the statute which appears to require the entire 15% quota to be located at VH:

Ch. 86 Mass. Acts of 1994, Sec. 2:"It shall be the policy of the commonwealth to stimulate the reuse of Northampton state hospital in an effort to create jobs and new economic opportunities in the Northampton area. Further, the policy of the commonwealth shall be, to the maximum extent feasible, to promote a mix of low income, affordable and market rate housing on the site, up to fifteen percent of which will be prioritized for clients of the department within Region One to be funded and developed under the provisions of ch. 52 of the acts of 1993."]
Access to downtown was discussed. Mayor Higgins observed that bus service will encourage VH residents to use downtown facilities as much as possible without using a car. VH is also within walking or biking distance of downtown, although it of course sits on top of a hill. 

RP asked DM where services would be provided to DMH clients at VH. The Haskell Building is closed at night and weekends, but that could change. Also that building could be made less forbidding with landscaping, window replacement, and other “facelift” treatment. RP observed that Servicenet operates offices at some of its community residential facilities such as Colonial Village apts. in Amherst. He suggested that such on-site offices help to encourage DMH clients to socialize with each other, share meals, plan outings etc. – beyond simply receiving their medications. 

All agreed that DMH clients should not be “ghetto-ized” at VH. They should be spread throughout the community and interact with other residents to maximum extent possible. 

DM suggested that we should listen to present tenants of Hilltop Apts to learn about their interest and need for community facilities. DN agreed to set up a meeting with Andrea Pichette, the manager of Hilltop Apts. for Community Builders. That meeting might also include a closer look at the three historic buildings on the site. 

Respectfully submitted,

Rutherford H. Platt

