     NORTHAMPTON STATE HOSPITAL FOUNTAIN COMMITTEE
                                P.O. Box 60392 Florence, MA 01062

Minutes of Fountain Committee meeting Jan 3, 2010

Present:  Kim Howes (KH), Jackie Duda (JD), Dave Stevens (DS)

Absent:  Mary Pelis (MP), Joe Blumenthal (JB), Barbara Blumenthal (BB), Anna Schuleit (AS)

This is the first meeting of the appointed committee.

* David Stevens has been appointed by Mayor Higgins to serve on the committee.  We will announce this at the next Community Advisory Committee (CAC) meeting for their formal approval.  David worked on the Northampton 350 Committee and has substantial experience to offer the group.

* Ideas for fundraising, design of the site, and next steps were discussed.

* The application for Determination of Applicability for Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding is due on January 8. JD presented ideas for wording, which the group discussed.

* Discussion of CAC committee oversight: we will send notes of our meetings to their staffer, Teri Anderson, for distribution to members. We will ask that we be placed on the agenda of each CAC meeting henceforth.

* Discussed The Community Builder’s responsibility, if any, toward funding the memorialization project. 

* Discussed the chosen location of the fountain. 

* We need a letter of support from the Northampton Historical Commission (NHC); either BB of KH will oversee the presentation at the NHC meeting on Jan 25; JD will be away.

* The first round of funding from CPA, if granted, will be used to hire a firm to oversee the project, and for initial fundraising expenses.

* Ideas for kiosks at the memorialization site were discussed. Emphasis is placed on telling the stories of patients and employees in their voices. 

* NEXT STEPS

Call design firm to get a rough estimate of a contract to oversee the project, so we will ask for enough funding (JD assigned)

Contact Community Builders to clarify their responsibility (JD)

Complete the Determination of Applicability and mail by deadline (JD)

Contact BB to discuss presentation to NHC at Jan 25 meeting (KH)

Discuss location of fountain with Mayor Higgins (DS)

