Northampton Police Building & Site Committee

Initial Meeting; December 5, 2006

Minutes

Present: Mayor Clare Higgins, Chief Russ Sienkiewicz, Steven Carignan, Anthony Patillo, Jonathan Hite, Cpt. Joseph Koncas, Robert Ostberg, Susan Maguire, Juanita Forsythe, David Narkewicz, Jeanne Hoose

Detective David Vitkus, Staff Sergeant Scott Savino

Place: City Council Chambers

1. Call Meeting to Order 

Rob Ostberg called the meeting to order approximately 4:30 P.M.

2. Introductions were made.

3. Mayor Higgins: gave background on the project. She Informed committee of rules of public process (open meeting law), charged the committee, giving some information on how decisions had been made to this time and time lines for work

Rob Ostberg clarified committee structure and gave procedural clarification (Robert Rules employed loosely to keep agenda moving, prevent committee from becoming bogged down)

(Scott Savino arrived 4:55 and was introduced)

4. Review Northampton Police Department Needs Assessment and Facility Master Plan:

Chief Sienkewicz gave details and history of project. 

(Detective Vitkus arrived and was introduced at 5:00)

Curtis Edgin (of Caolo And Bieniek Associates, Chicopee, MA) introduced

 John Pepper (of Rebanks, Pepper, Littlewood Architects, Toronto), who commented on the severity of need for a new facility in Northampton that incorporated flexibility of design and allowed for future growth both in size and changes in policing.  His discussed the reasoning behind the suggested downtown location and size for the building.

5. Questions and Answers Session

Other questions were accepted and answered that offered further clarification on the Northampton Police Department Needs Assessment and Facility Master Plan prepared by Mr. Pepper’s agency.

Mr. Pepper clarified that he strongly recommended a firing range be included on site.

Rob Ostberg invited member to discuss the “core assumption” that the station be located downtown. Chief Sienkiewicz defined the area that would be most desirable as one in easy walking distance of the courthouse; this would offer cost savings because of time and money saved in transportation and staffing.

6. Establish Meeting Schedule
Subcommittees were established, and given the expectation that each would meet once before the end of the calendar year.  A goal to complete subcommittee work was set for end of February,  2007:

Site committee:

Robert Ostberg: Chair

Jonathan Hite

David Murphy

Scott Savino

RFP : Design

Chief Sienkiewicz: Chair

David Narkewicz

Jeanne Hoose

Susan Maguire

David Vitkus

RFP: Project Manager

Steve Carignan: Chair

Juanita Forsythe

Cpt. Koncas

Anthony Patillo

7. Next Steps

The next full committee meeting was scheduled for January 2, 2007 at 4:30

8. Meeting was adjourned at 5:50 P.M.

Submitted, pending committee approval, 

Jeanne Hoose

