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CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS
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l

Marissa Elkins, At-Large

l

Jamila Gore, At-Large

l

Stanley W. Moulton, III, Ward 1

l

Karen Foster, Ward 2 - Vice President

l
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l
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l
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l

Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6

l
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Meeting Agenda
On-line Video Conference
Meeting Date: February 3, 2022
Meeting Time: 7 p.m.
The February 3, 2022 City Council meeting will be held by remote participation. The
public can follow the council's deliberations by watching the meeting live on Comcast
channel 15, live-streaming it on YouTube or joining the virtual meeting by phone or
computer. For the active YouTube link, please see Northampton Open Media's
website: http://northamptonopenmedia.org/
Live public comment will be available using telephone call-in or video conferencing
technology beginning at 7p.m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CALLING IN OR JOINING THE MEETING
Join the meeting: https://bit.ly/35BOHd3
For telephone call-in, call:
+929 436-2866 US
MEETING ID: 870 2862 4726
PARTICIPANT #: #
PASSCODE: 806865

For telephone call-in, call:
+929 436-2866 US
MEETING ID: 870 2862 4726
PARTICIPANT #: #
PASSCODE: 806865
1.

Roll Call

2.

Announcement that Meeting is Being Audio/Video Recorded
This meeting is being audio and video recorded.

3.

Public Hearings

4.

Public Comment

5.

Announcements from Councilors and the Mayor

6.

Presentations

7.

Consent Agenda
Rule 4.4.4 There shall be no debate or discussion by any City Council member regarding
any item on the Consent Agenda, beyond asking questions for simple clarification.
Rule 4.4.5 Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda upon the request of any
City Council member prior to the taking of a vote on the motion to approve it. All such
items will be considered individually, in the order in which they were removed, immediately
following consideration of the Consent Agenda.

A.

Minutes of January 20, 2022
Documents:
01-20-2022_City Council Minutes.pdf

B.

22.012 An Order to Grant Utility Easement to National Grid for
54 Clark Street Well
Documents:
22.012 An Order to Grant Utility Easement to National Grid for 54 Clark Street
Well.pdf
22.012 54 Clark Street Easement Sketch.pdf
22.012 Grant of Easement.pdf

C.

22.014 An Order to Accept a Gift for Replacing Sidewalk
Sections Adjacent to 109 Main Street
Documents:
22.014 An Order to Accept a Gift for Replacing Sidewalk Sections Adjacent

C.

22.014 An Order to Accept a Gift for Replacing Sidewalk
Sections Adjacent to 109 Main Street
Documents:
22.014 An Order to Accept a Gift for Replacing Sidewalk Sections Adjacent
to 109 Main Street.pdf

D.

22.016 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for IT
Services Department Equipment and Software
Documents:
22.016 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for IT Services
Department Equipment and Software.pdf

E.

22.028 Appointment to the Board of Health - for referral to
City Services
Board of Health
Dallas Ducar, 4 Sunhill Drive, Florence
Term: January 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Documents:
22.028 Appointment to the Board of Health.pdf

8.

Financial Orders (on 1st reading)
Rule 2.6.1.1.1 Process. Financial orders will be introduced and discussed at a full City
Council meeting and referred to either the consent agenda of a future meeting or the
Finance Committee for more public input, discussion and recommendation.

A.

22.026 An Order to Appropriate $45,000 in Whiting Street
Trust Funds - 1st reading
Documents:
22.026 An Order to Appropriate 45,000 in Whiting Street Trust Funds.pdf

9.

Financial Orders (on 2nd reading)

10.

Orders

11.

Ordinances (Not yet Referred)
Rule 5.2.3 provides that no ordinance shall be voted on by the City Council until it has been
considered by the Committee on Legislative Matters.

11.

Ordinances (Not yet Referred)
Rule 5.2.3 provides that no ordinance shall be voted on by the City Council until it has been
considered by the Committee on Legislative Matters.

A.

22.024 An Ordinance Relative to Stop Signs in the Village Hill
Neighborhood
Documents:
22.024 An Ordinance Relative to Stop Signs in the Village Hill
Neighborhood.pdf
22.024 Village Hill Road Diagram.pdf

12.

Ordinances

13.

Zoning Ordinances (Not yet Referred)
Process Note: M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 5 requires the City Council to submit zoning
ordinances to the Planning Board for review within 14 days of receipt and for the Planning
Board and City Council or a committee designated for that purpose to hold public hearings
thereon, together or separately, prior to adoption.

14.

Resolutions

A.

22.023 A Resolution in Support of Student Loan Debt
Cancellation - 1st reading
Documents:
22.023 A Resolution in Support of Student Loan Debt Cancellation.pdf

B.

22.027 A Resolution to Form a Select Committee to Study
Barriers to Service on City Boards and Commissions - 1st
reading
Documents:
22.027 A Resolution to Form a Select Committee to Study Barriers to Service
on City Boards and Commissions.pdf

15.

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study
Requests

16.

New Business
Rule 4.9 NEW BUSINESS. Any Councilor may introduce any written proposed order,
ordinance, or resolution to be considered by the Council at the next meeting, but not to be
debated during new business.

17.

ordinance, or resolution to be considered by the Council at the next meeting, but not to be
debated during new business.

17.

Adjourn

Contact: Jim Nash, Council President
jimnashcitycouncil@gmail.com
(413) 582-0637
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CONDUCTED AS AN ON-LINE ZOOM MEETING
Northampton, MA
_______________
Announcement of
Audio/Video
Recording
Roll Call

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Council President Jim Nash at
7 p.m.
At 7 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were present:
At-Large Councilor Marissa Elkins
At-Large Councilor Jamila Gore
Ward 1 Councilor Stanley W. Moulton, III Ward 5 Councilor Alex Jarrett
Ward 2 Councilor Karen Foster
Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge
Ward 3 Councilor James B. Nash
Ward 7 Councilor Rachel Maiore
Ward 4 Councilor Garrick Perry

Public Hearings

Public Hearings
None

Public Comment

Councilor Nash announced that the meeting was being audio and video recorded. He
explained the procedure he would use in conducting public comment and opened the floor
to comments.
Joshua Yearsley of Northampton made a comment about COVID mitigation and health
policy. Specifically, he advocated for city officials to give local businesses grants to install
air filters to improve air quality in local businesses, since COVID is an air-borne illness.
Megan Paik of Northampton, Vice President of the Northampton High School PTO,
spoke in support of the ordinance banning U-turns at the intersection of Elm Street and
North Elm Street.
Jordan Abbott of Gleason Road also spoke in support of the ordinance prohibiting Uturns in front of the Northampton High School.
Downtown Northampton Association (DNA) Executive Director Amy Cahillane spoke
in support of the order temporarily suspending the effect of certain ordinances to allow
restaurants to continue to offer outdoor dining in downtown Northampton and Florence for
the upcoming season.
George Kohout of Northampton, a resident associated with Friends of Northampton
Trail, also spoke in support of the ordinance abolishing U-turns in front of the high school.

Announcements
from Councilors
and the Mayor

Announcements from Councilors and the Mayor
Councilor Jarrett announced a Planning Board public forum next Thursday, January 27,
2022 at 7 p.m. on a zoning proposal for a form based code for downtown Northampton and
Florence Center, also called character-based zoning. The forum will include a discussion
about the future of 33 King Street, the former Probate Court, he said. Details will be posted
on the city website.
Council President Nash informed councilors of the requirement to review information
related to the Conflict of Interest (COI) Law. Every two years, city employees are required
to complete on-line COI training and forward documentation that this training has been
completed to the Human Resources Department, Clerk Pamela Powers advised.

Presentations

Presentations
COVID-19 Update
At Mayor Sciarra’s request, Health Department Director Merridith O’Leary gave an update
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on the COVID-19 situation in Northampton. Her comprehensive presentation included a
timeline of the pandemic to date, vaccination rates, hospitalizations and illness, discussion
of variants, and a look towards what’s to come. (See Powerpoint presentation entitled
“COVID-19 in Northampton, Massachusetts, attached.)
Following her presentation, Director O’Leary fielded questions and comments from
councilors.
22.021 Appointment of Attorney
Alan Seewald as
City Solicitor

22.021 Appointment of Attorney Alan Seewald as City Solicitor
Councilor Nash read the memo from Mayor Sciarra recommending the appointment of
Alan Seewald, Esq. as City Solicitor.
Mayor Sciarra said she was very happy and quite proud for this to be her first appointment.
The city solicitor’s appointment runs concurrently with the Mayor’s term, so, following
Mayor Narkewicz’s departure, he is presently serving on an interim basis, she explained. In
support of the appointment, she mentioned Attorney Seewald’s status as a foremost expert
in Massachusetts municipal law and his unparalleled wealth of experience and expertise.
Councilor Jarrett moved to refer the appointment to the City Services Committee.
Councilor Foster seconded.
Several councilors described their experience working with Attorney Seewald in glowing
terms. The council discussed whether it was appropriate to refer his appointment to the
City Services Committee, since the charter (Section 2-10 City Council Confirmation of
Certain Appointments) only requires appointments of ‘department heads’ and members of
multi-member boards to be referred to this standing committee. Attorney Seewald himself
acknowledged that he is ‘a little bit of fish and a little bit of fowl’ since he doesn’t actually
have a department but said he was happy for his appointment to be handled by whatever
process the council deems appropriate. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll
call vote.

Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda
Councilor Nash reviewed the items on the consent agenda, offering to remove any item for
separate consideration upon request.
Councilor LaBarge moved approval of the consent agenda as presented. Councilor
Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following items were approved as part of the consent agenda:
A. Minutes of January 3, 2022 organizational meeting and January 6, 2022
B. 22.006 An Order to Authorize Fire Department to Accept Gifts of Tangible
Personal Property
C. 22.007 An Order to Reprogram Funds for Central Services Projects
D. 22.008 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash to NPS for Federal Foster Care
Transportation Reimbursement
E. 22.009 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash to NPS for McKinney Vento
Transportation Reimbursement
F. 22.010 An Order to Appropriate Free Cash for Furniture and Acoustical Panels
G. 22.111 An Order to Appropriate $1.5 Million Free Cash to Various Stabilization
Accounts
H. 22.017 Application for Business Owner's Permit - Charles Bandoh Ackeifi,
Hampton Taxi Service LLC
New License for:

Charles Bandoh Ackeifi, Hampton Taxi Service LLC
Business Address: 19 Maple Street, Easthampton, MA

I. 22.018 Application for One (1) Taxicab License, Charles Bandoh Ackeifi Hampton Taxi Service LLC
New Taxicab License for the following vehicle:
- 2010 Chrysler Town & Country – Silver
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J. 22.020 Appointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions- for referral to
City Services.
Arts Council
Garrett Williams, 4 Sunhill Drive, Florence
Term: January 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Parks and Recreation Commission
Kelsey Flynn, 15 Edwards Square, Northampton
Term: January 2022- June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Planning Board
Chris Tait, 46 Upland Road, Leeds
Term: January 2022– June 2025
To Full Member from Associate Member to fill a vacancy
Trust Fund Committee
Jacob Dissinger, 8 Stowell Street, Leeds
Term: June 2021- June 2024
Reappointment
See Financial Orders (on 2nd reading) below for the text of the financial orders
approved as part of the consent agenda.
Financial Orders
(On 1st reading)
22.016 Order
Authorizing a FiveYear Contract for
IT Services
Department
Equipment and
Software - 1st
reading

Financial Orders (On 1st reading)
22.016 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for IT Services Department
Equipment and Software - 1st reading
Information Technology Services (ITS) Director Antonio Pagan presented the request. The
department normally executes three-year contracts for ITS equipment, software and
support but the terms for a five-year contract are much better, he explained. After reviewing
several proposals, they decided to move forward with a five-year contract with Motorola
Solutions. City Council approval is required for contracts longer than three years.
The contract is for replacement of the in-car video systems for the police department, he
elaborated. The contract covers cloud-based software, equipment and service, support for
the software and equipment refreshes and replacement.
In response to various questions, Director Pagan explained that the system the city has
had for eight years is really unreliable. The ITS department accepted responsibility for
public safety IT services in 2018, he reminded. In some cases, the current system has had
problems producing video evidence the department critically needs.
Director Pagan shared a brief Powerpoint presentation in support of the request and fielded
questions and comments from councilors. (See document entitled “In Car Camera Systems
Implementation Considerations” attached.)
The ITS Department normally does not use capital improvement money for this but there
was a need because of the problems with the current vendor, Director Pagan advised. ITS
administrators transferred $50,000 from other accounts to buy cameras for four cruisers
then went to Capital Improvement to request $60,000 for next year to equip the rest of the
cruisers and replace the whole system altogether. The agreement with the company calls
for a payment of $49,000 this year and paying $21,000 per year thereafter, meaning the
department will effectively be using operating instead of capital funds for this expense per
its usual practice.
Councilor Quinlan asked if there would be a period of time without cameras while the
system is being replaced.
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They are planning to have both systems running at the same time initially, Director Pagan
indicated. They have not yet established a timeline since they don’t have a contract yet, but
it takes about half a day to install the system in each cruiser. He guessed the vendor would
come on site for two or three days to do a few cruiser installations. There will not be any
cruiser without service during the time of installation.
As a defense attorney, Councilor Elkins shared her opinion of how incredibly important this
facet of evidence gathering is to the police function in terms of its obligation to provide due
process and make evidence available for criminal prosecutions. She can say from
experience that the Northampton Police Department has always been among the leaders in
adopting dash cam technology and being forthcoming with this type of evidence, where
other jurisdictions have not always been. Some still to this day don’t have and use dash
cam technology because they don’t want the transparency and to be held accountable and
answerable. She thinks this is a very important expenditure and something they should
support, she said.
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer the order to the consent agenda. Councilor Jarrett
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of February 3, 2022 for second reading.
22.012 An Order to
Grant Utility
Easement to
National Grid for
54 Clark Street
Well - 1st reading

22.012 An Order to Grant Utility Easement to National Grid for 54 Clark Street Well 1st reading
The city operates two drinking water wells, one of which is on Clark Street, DPW Director
Donna LaScaleia presented. National Grid approached them because the electric utility
‘feed’ providing power to this well runs through a heavily-wooded, inaccessible area.
National Grid would like to bring the feed out to the road for better access in case work on it
is needed. Obviously, the reliability of pumps for critical infrastructure such as this is
important to all of them, so the DPW wholeheartedly supports this, she reported.
National Grid proposes installing poles along the driveway leading into the well which
would be easily accessible by trucks during a storm. Right now, it is definitely an off-road
situation, which could delay restoring power in the event of an outage.
Councilor LaBarge spoke in support but asked if residents would be notified of the work.
Director LaScaleia said she could ask National Grid for a schedule and let Councilor
LaBarge know when the work would take place.
In response to a question from Councilor Nash, Director LaScaleia confirmed that the work
will be done at no cost to the city.
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer the order to the consent agenda. Councilor
Moulton seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of February 3, 2022 for second reading.
The City Council recessed briefly at 9:07 p.m. The council reconvened at 9:13 p.m.

22.013 An Order to
Accept Gift of
Historic Marker
Honoring
Sojourner Truth 1st reading

22.013 An Order to Accept Gift of Historic Marker Honoring Sojourner Truth - 1st
reading
Councilor Nash read a process note requesting that council rules be suspended to allow
the order to be approved tonight.
Mayor Sciarra expressed gratitude to the Pomeroy Foundation for the generous gift of this
historic marker.
Director LaScaleia said she has been working with the Sojourner Truth Memorial
Committee and Suffrage100MA to facilitate the installation of this marker at the Sojourner
Truth statue in Florence. She read a brief statement from Carol Reinhardt, co-chair of the
committee. The Historical Commission is a cosponsor of the order and the marker will be
one of five in the state, Director LaScaleia added.
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Councilor Gore and LaBarge expressed enthusiastic support and commended the
Sojourner Truth committee and everyone who worked on this.
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend the rules to waive referral to either the
consent agenda or Finance Committee and allow a vote to be taken tonight.
Councilor Elkins seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Perry moved to approve the order in final reading. Councilor Gore
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following order passed final reading:

Rules suspended, passed final reading and enrolled.
22.014 An Order to
Accept a Gift for
Replacing
Sidewalk Sections
Adjacent to 109
Main Street - 1st
reading

22.014 An Order to Accept a Gift for Replacing Sidewalk Sections Adjacent to 109
Main Street - 1st reading
Mayor Sciarra thanked Trident Realty for this gift to make this section of sidewalk
accessible.
Director LaScaleia said the order may look familiar to returning councilors since a similar
order was approved in the last session. The order has now changed to reflect the changing
nature of the project. Initially, the owners of 109 Main Street approached the city to do a
discreet project on their own sidewalk. The project became a little more complex due to
uneven grades in the area and the challenge of making the sidewalk handicapped
accessible. As a result, the project ended up being folded into a larger city project to make
improvements elsewhere in the city. The city ended up taking the project over from the
owners of 109 Main Street and thus is accepting a financial gift from the owner rather than
a gift of labor and materials, which is what the previous order allowed.
When the job is done, the entire area will be accessible with ramps on either side.
Councilor Jarrett moved to refer the order to the consent agenda. Councilor Moulton
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seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of February 3, 2022 for final reading.
Financial Orders
(on 2nd reading)
22.006 Order to
Authorize Fire
Department to
Accept Gifts of
Tangible Personal
Property

Financial Orders (On 2nd reading)
The following orders received final approval as part of the consent agenda:

Passed final reading and enrolled.
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22.007 Order to
Reprogram Funds
for Central
Services Projects

22.008 Order to
Appropriate Free
Cash to NPS for
Federal Foster
Care
Transportation
Reimbursement

Passed final reading and enrolled.

Passed final reading and enrolled.
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22.009 Order to
Appropriate Free
Cash to NPS for
McKinney Vento
Transportation
Reimbursement

22.010 Order to
Appropriate Free
Cash for Furniture
and Acoustical
Panels

22.111 Order to
Appropriate $1.5
Million Free Cash
to Various
Stabilization
Accounts

Passed final reading and enrolled.

Passed final reading and enrolled.
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Passed final reading and enrolled.
Orders
22.019 Order
Temporarily
Suspending the
Effect of Certain
Ordinances in
Response to
Efforts to Support
Renewed
Economic
Recovery Efforts
in Compliance
With the
Requirements of
COVID Safe Social
Distancing – 1st
reading

Orders
22.019 An Order Temporarily Suspending the Effect of Certain Ordinances in
Response to Efforts to Support Renewed Economic Recovery Efforts in Compliance
With the Requirements of COVID Safe Social Distancing – 1st reading
The order is similar to previous orders adopted by the council to allow outdoor dining but it
looks a little different because she asked for further explanation to provide fuller context to
the request, Mayor Sciarra advised. She referred to the testimony of Downtown
Northampton Association (DNA) Executive Director Amy Cahillane in public comment
tonight testifying to the importance of this measure to the business community. The order
will allow businesses the flexibility to begin making plans now to expand service to outdoor
areas and will apply to the highlighted districts on the attached maps.
Councilor Jarrett asked if the order would allow closure of an entire street as was allowed
last year for Summer on Strong. Mayor Sciarra said she believed it would and that planning
for that is already underway. The order lapses in the fall of 2022, she noted.
Referring to the wording, “Notwithstanding any Order of the city council to the contrary,”
Councilor Jarrett asked if the council itself could present orders such as this to modify the
order or if such orders had to come from the mayor.
The city solicitor was no longer present, so the question could not be definitively answered.
The order requires a second reading, so there will be time to get that question answered,
Councilor Jarrett pointed out.
Members discussed that since this is not a financial order, it does not require referral to
either the consent agenda or the Finance Committee.
Councilor Maiore said she felt compelled to remind fellow councilors of former Councilor
Dwight’s oft-repeated reminder that public areas such as roads and sidewalks rightfully
belong to the public at large and need to be handed over for specific uses very thoughtfully.
Already in these discussions she’s expressed that it’s very important to her that they
remember that this is public space and that it needs to be accessible to the public as well,
Mayor Sciarra assured.
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Councilors Foster, LaBarge and Perry spoke to the need for this order to help local artists
and business owners which have struggled during the pandemic. Council President Nash
said how much he appreciates the proactive action of the mayor’s office on this.
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend the rules to allow the order to be approved
this evening. Councilor Perry seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll
call vote.
Councilor Perry moved to approve the order in final reading. Councilor LaBarge
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following order passed final reading:
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Rules suspended, passed final reading and enrolled.
Ordinances (Not
yet Referred)

Ordinances (Not yet Referred)
None.

Ordinances

Ordinances
22.003 An Ordinance Relative to Parking Areas Reserved for Municipal Use – 2nd
reading
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the ordinance in second reading. Councilor
Jarrett seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following ordinance passed final reading:
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22.003 Ordinance
Relative to Parking
Areas Reserved
for Municipal Use

Passed final reading, ordained and enrolled.
22.004 An Ordinance Relative to Prohibited U-Turns – 2nd reading
Councilor Foster moved to approve the ordinance in second reading. Councilor
Moulton seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following ordinance passed final reading:

22.004 Ordinance
Relative to
Prohibited UTurns
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Passed final reading, ordained and enrolled.
22.005 An Ordinance Relative to Off-Street Service Areas – 2nd reading
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the ordinance in second reading. Councilor
Maiore seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following ordinance passed final reading:
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22.005 Ordinance
Relative to OffStreet Service
Areas

Passed final reading, ordained and enrolled.
Zoning
Ordinances (Not
yet Referred)

Zoning Ordinances (Not yet Referred)
None.

Zoning
Ordinances

Zoning Ordinances
None.

Resolutions
22.015 Resolution
Condemning
Antisemitism in
Our Community 1st reading

Resolutions
22.015 A Resolution Condemning Antisemitism in Our Community - 1st reading
Councilor Foster read the resolution aloud.
Co-sponsor Councilor Gore expressed her belief that it is good for the council to have a
statement of solidarity against the antisemitism that was expressed at the Board of Health
meeting. As they saw today, the Board of Health has been working tirelessly through this
whole pandemic, and she thinks they need to commend them for that and stand as a united
front against hatred and bigotry in their community.
Councilor Maiore acknowledged that the resolution condemning antisemitism does not
spare their Jewish family, friends and neighbors the pain, fear and triggering of anti-Semitic
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speech and actions, but she expressed her hope that it prevents further compounding the
harm done by not speaking up to condemn it. “Here we are naming it and we are calling it
wrong,” she stressed. Studies show that what bystanders and witnesses do makes all the
difference in the amount of trauma experienced by targeted groups and individuals, she
reminded. There is a gaslighting that is part of all hate speech and hate crimes that is
meant to demoralize and terrorize targeted communities, she pointed out. The value of a
proclamation is to have a positive impact on such a toxic narrative. Antisemitism is not just
a political problem, it’s a cultural one. It’s critical that they model being active allies and
bystanders. Silence is simply not an option; there is no neutral response to racism or
antisemitism. “If we don’t condemn it, we are feeding it,” she stressed.
“Ally is not an identity anyone arrives at but it is an ongoing, lifelong process of commitment
and recommitment to action, and it involves a lot of thought and work,” she suggested. She
concluded by encouraging all Northampton residents to be active allies, since this is one
thing they can all do.
Councilor Foster referred to the tremendous response she got from Ward 2 constituents to
her condemnation of the anti-Semitic remarks made at the Board of Health meeting in a
recent newsletter. Since this has been the first opportunity since that meeting to introduce a
resolution in formal response, she respectfully requested two readings tonight so they can
show the community that they as a council stand united in opposition to the antisemitism
expressed.
After additional expressions of unequivocal support from Councilor Jarrett, Councilor
Elkins, Councilor LaBarge, Councilor Moulton and Council President Nash, Councilor
Foster moved to suspend the rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Maiore
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Gore moved to pass the resolution in final reading. Councilor Jarrett
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following resolution passed final reading:
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Rules suspended, passed final reading and enrolled.
New Business

New Business
None.

Motion to Adjourn

Upon motion made by Councilor LaBarge and seconded by Councilor Elkins the
meeting was adjourned at 10:20 p.m. The motion passed 9:0 by roll call vote.
Attest:

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

EXHIBIT A
List of Documents Reviewed at January 20, 2022 Northampton City Council Meeting:
January 20, 2022 Agenda
Minutes of January 3, 2022 Organizational Meeting and January 6, 2022 City Council Meeting
PowerPoint presentation entitled, “COVID-19 in Northampton, MA,” dated January 20, 2022 delivered
by Health Director Merridith O’Leary.
PowerPoint presentation entitled “In-Car Camera Systems Implementation Considerations” delivered by
ITS Department Director Antonio Pagan.
Statement from Carol Reinhardt, Co-Chair of Sojourner Truth Memorial Committee.

COVID-19 in Northampton
MA
January 20, 2022

Introduction
● December 2019 - reports of a mysterious pneumonia illness in Wuhan,
China
● COVID-19 detected in other parts of the world throughout January, February
2020
● March 11, 2020 - WHO declared COVID-19 a pandemic
● First positive COVID-19 test in Northampton on March 16, 2020
● We now know that COVID-19 was likely circulating undetected prior to the
first confirmed/detected illnesses
Over the past two years, the COVID-19 pandemic has taken significant and often
irreversible tolls on our community, healthcare systems, businesses,
infrastructure, social systems, and other institutions.

March 2020 to Present

July 2021 to Current

Present

Spring
2020

Winter
2020-21

Fall
2021

Current Trends
New TOTAL Cases Since 1-1-22
1078 (31% of total cases to date)
Note: Presented case counts may not account for all
cases. People may not have access to testing during
illness, may not be tested if asymptomatic or
experiencing mild symptoms, or may only be tested
with a self-test at home. At-home self tests are not
reported to DPH or local health departments, and
are not included in the data. However, we can still
analyze overall trends using tests that are reported.

7-Day Range

Case
Count

Daily
Avg

7-Day Incident Rate (Avg
Cases/Day/100,000 People)

12/28/21 to
1/3/22

278

40

142

1/4/22 to
1/10/22

520

74

263

1/11/22 to
1/17/22

351

50

178

Cumulative Deaths and Hospitalizations Since March 2020

COVID-19 Cases in Northampton - Breakdown by Age
and Vaccination Status

Prevalence of Omicron (B.1.1.529) Variant in Northampton
Genomic sequencing is a required laboratory step in the identification of viral
variants. It is performed for approximately 30% of PCR tests in Massachusetts.
While we do not have sequencing results for all Northampton cases, on January
17th MDPH states that Omicron represents over 95% of all cases and there is no
evidence that will be changing in the near future.
Nationally, the Omicron variant accounts for 99.5% of cases as of 1-15-22. We
can make the assumption that this is generalizable to the population of
Northampton and the cases we see here. Our current case trends also reflect the
high transmissibility that is associated with the variant.

Where is transmission occurring?
●

Transmission occurring in all settings in
the community at this time;
○

●

●

Triaging cases
○
○
○

high community transmission rate
*according to CDC Risk Map

Difficult to gather reliable data on which
settings are contributing more to spread
○
○
○

●

Case Investigation & Contact Tracing

Would need to firmly identify spread in
these settings
Some cases report known exposures in
social gatherings, workplaces
Many cases report no known source of
exposure

Settings and activities known to
increase transmission: Social
gatherings, indoor spaces with poor
ventilation, settings where people are
indoors without masks

●

Contact tracing
○

●

School-age cases (18 and under)
Older ages (60+)
Cases in congregate settings (long-term care,
assisted living, group homes, rest homes, mental
health facilities, day cares)

Cases are instructed to notify those who may
have been exposed, pass along quarantine
directions

Outbreak investigation
○

○

Public health nurse works collaboratively with
facility administrator, state epidemiologists to
manage active outbreaks
Contact tracers and nurses monitor case reports
for addresses that are associated with
congregate facilities

Local Hospital Capacity

Cooley Dickinson Hospital
●

Emergency Room:

●

Inpatient

○
○
○

●

○

Hovering at 20-28 inpatients throughout the month
of January so far
COVID-19 hospitalizations tend to be long, require a
lot of resources

Staffing Disruptions
○
○

●

Over capacity (104% full 1/20/22)
Patients are admitted and boarded in the emergency
room while waiting for beds, inpatient rooms are
cohorted

COVID-19 inpatients
○

●

Over capacity (107% full 1/20/22)

Many workers out with COVID-19 and in isolation
Healthcare workers in MA not permitted to work
during COVID-19 isolation at this time

Elective Procedures
○
○

Elective procedures have been suspended to
conserve resources and beds
Elective procedures are any procedures that can be
scheduled in advance and are not performed during
an emergency; they can still be life saving if done
promptly, and include procedures required for timely
diagnosis and treatment of life-threatening
conditions

Northampton Health Department Vaccination Efforts

While we need multiple layers of prevention to protect against infection with
COVID-19 and there is no single tool that will fight this on its own, vaccines are
the most important tool that we have for preventing infection, severe illness,
hospitalization, and death.

● First COVID-19 vaccination clinic on January 11, 2021
● Have since regionalized and expanded our efforts to include clinic sites in
different locations and towns
● Objective to expand vaccine access to as many people in the region as
possible
● To date, we have delivered a total of 42,471 doses (first, second, and
third/booster)

Clinic Sites
NORTHAMPTON
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Northampton Senior Center
Pulaski Park
Elks Lodge Florence
City Council Chambers - Municipal Building
Northampton High School
Northampton Cot Shelter
St. John’s Church Manna Community Meals
Single Room Occupancy buildings in Florence and Florence Inn
Florence Heights
Hampshire Heights
Meadowbrook Apartments
Shift workers, migrants, “back of house” restaurant workers (2 scheduled walk-in clinics at
senior center)
Shift workers at Coca Cola plant
Residents at CareOne and HighView nursing facilities
JFK Middle School (open to all children)
Ryan Road School (open to all children)
Bridge Street School (open to all children)
Northampton Survival Center
3 County Fair
Look Park - Arts Council Event

In the Region
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Easthampton Community Center
Big E’s (Easthampton)
Chester Town Hall
Stanton Hall in Huntington
Gateway Regional School
Chesterfield General Store
Hampshire Regional School
Hadley Senior Center
Hatfield
Norris Elementary School
Southampton
Eaglebrook School
Cummington Fair
Nueva Esperanza Holyoke

Northampton Vaccination Coverage - Current as of 1-13-22
● Fully vaccinated per capita (received primary series): 78% of total population,
81% of eligible (5yrs+) population
● Individuals with booster doses per capita: 46% of total population

Vaccination Coverage by Race and Ethnicity in
Northampton Population
n

The History and Transmissibility of SARS-CoV-2

Other Public Health Interventions
Individual Measures:

●

Masks
○
○
○

●

Staying home and seeking testing when sick
○
○
○

●

Even if you test negative, it is best to stay home until symptoms significantly improve and fever resolves
Challenging to get time off work in the absence of a positive test
Symptoms are variable with COVID-19, both in severity and presentation
Symptoms may be mild or may be severe
■
■
Respiratory symptoms (cough, sore throat, congestion), fever, diarrhea, stomach pain, loss of taste and smell, fatigue, body aches, headache, shortness of
breath, dizziness, nausea/vomiting
Some people will have most of the listed symptoms, some people will only have one or two, some people will have none
■

Testing
○
○
○
○
○
○

●

Local face covering order in Northampton MA, since August 2021
Statewide mask advisory
CDC mask advisory
CDC issued statement regarding the need for high quality and fit with masks
■
Any mask is better than no mask. Cloth masks offer less protection than medical-grade masks, and may be more effective when layered with a surgical mask
■
High quality, high filtration masks offer higher protection, but are not as accessible nor affordable
■
Masks should fit as securely as possible, should be fitted to your face and fully cover your mouth and nose
■

Individuals should seek testing when sick, when exposed (5 days after exposure
A PCR test is the gold standard for diagnostic testing in response to symptoms
Antigen tests are valuable for individual surveillance, quick screening in response to exposure and symptoms, and as a means to improve overall access to testing
PCR tests are more sensitive and accurate than antigen tests, but are often not as accessible and results take longer to process
Surveillance testing is performed in settings such as long term care facilities, childcare centers, schools help to quickly identify exposures and outbreaks
Individuals who have high occupational risk or other risk of exposure may be advised to seek more frequent testing, especially when community transmission is high

Avoiding gatherings of multiple households, especially in indoor settings
○

If participating in such gatherings, take measures to reduce risk for transmission such as consistent mask wearing, increasing indoor ventilation (opening windows), and
distancing from each other

Institutional Measures

●
●
●

Require employees and patrons to wear masks indoors or when unable to distance (such as in a crowd) outdoors
Increase indoor ventilation by opening doors and windows, installing/upgrading HVAC systems
Implementing indoor capacity limits to reduce crowds

Whats Next

Contact Information:

Merridith O’Leary, R.S.
Public Health Director
City of Northampton
moleary@northamptonma.gov
413-587-1215

In-Car Camera System
Implementation Considerations

Agenda
● Background
● Ask
● Survey Results
● Rationale
● Recommended Options
● Questions

Background
● Frequent loss of connectivity
● Repeated inconsistencies in the upload and retrieval of data
● Unclear understanding of the system’s functionality and operations
● Labor-intensive system portability from a cruiser to another
● Data storage, integrity and security….

Ask and Approach
● Ask for a system that:
○ Addresses problems listed above and more…
○ Is highly reliable, easy to operate and manage
○ Easily integrates with other devices (BWCs…)
○ Is widely used in western MA and/or surrounding
areas…

● Approach Summary

Survey Results
● Motorola Solutions (a.k.a. WatchGuard):
○ Amherst, Hadley, UMASS, Belchertown, Wilbraham…

● Axon:
○ Chicopee, Lynn, Palmer, Municipal Police Training Committee…

● Getac:
○ Rowley, Plymouth, Springﬁeld for BWCs

Rationale
● Rating system:
○ Scale of 0 – 3

● Scoring system:

Options Summary

Questions?

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In City Council, January 20, 2022
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor and Department of Public Works
22.012 An Order to Grant Utility Easement to National Grid for 54 Clark Street Well

Ordered, that
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works operates a drinking water supply well on
property owned by the City located at 54 Clark Street; and
WHEREAS, the well is powered by a connection to cross-country transmission lines traversing
the rear of the property where access is poor; and
WHEREAS, National Grid has agreed to provide power to the well directly from Clark Street,
which would provide more secure, accessible, and stable power to the well; and
WHEREAS, National Grid requires an easement to install, maintain and replace utility poles,
anchors, and push braces on and under the City’s property from Clark Street to
the location of the well; and
WHEREAS, the location of the proposed utility poles, anchors, and push braces are shown on a
sketch plan entitled “Electric Distribution Construction Easement, National Grid,
WR#30423079, Address: #54 Clark Street, Northampton, MA,” and dated
November 3, 2021.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED
That the City Council authorizes the Mayor to execute and deliver an instrument granting an
easement to National Grid for the installation, maintenance and replacement of utility poles,
anchors, and push braces as shown on a sketch plan entitled “Electric Distribution Construction
Easement, National Grid, WR#30423079, Address: #54 Clark Street, Northampton, MA,” dated
November 3, 2021, on such terms and conditions as the Mayor deems reasonable and
appropriate.

The exact location of said Facilities to be established by and upon the installation and erection of the Facilities thereof.

CLARK ST.

N

DR
IV

EW
AY

P#7

P#7-1

P#7-3

P#7-2

#54

** EXISTING POLE #9-8 IS RENAMED
AS #7-3

ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT
LEGEND
EXISTING JO POLE
PROPOSED JO POLE

Owner: CITY OF
NORTHAMPTON

PROPOSED ANCHOR
PROPOSED PUSH BRACE

Date: 11/3/2021

WR# 30423079

Address:
#54 CLARK ST.
NORTHAMPTON, MA

Sketch to Accompany Easement for:
Drawn By:

D. TAGGART

DRAWING NOT TO SCALE. DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE.

INSTALLATION OF (2) NEW POLES & (2) ANCHORS & (1) PUSH
BRACE & EXISTING P#7-3 ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
TO SERVE #54 CLARK ST.
NORTHAMPTON, MA

Property Address: 54 Clark Street, Northampton, MA (Hampshire County)

GRANT OF EASEMENT
CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, a Massachusetts municipal corporation having an address
of 210 Main Street, Northampton, Massachusetts 01060, (hereinafter referred to as the Grantor),
for consideration of One ($1.00) Dollar, grants to MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC
COMPANY, 40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02451, a Massachusetts corporation,
and VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC., a New York corporation, 6 Bowdoin Square, 9th Floor,
Boston, Massachusetts 02114, (hereinafter referred to as the Grantees) with quitclaim covenants,
the perpetual right and easement to construct, reconstruct, repair, maintain, operate and patrol,
for the transmission of high and low voltage electric current and for the transmission of
intelligence and telephone use, lines to consist of, but not limited to, three (3) poles, one (1)
pushbrace, (which may be erected at different times) with wires and cables installed thereon, and
all necessary foundations, anchors, guys, braces, fittings, equipment and appurtenances
(hereinafter referred to as the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”) over, across, under and upon the
Grantor’s land in Northampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, to serve Grantor’s property.
Said "OVERHEAD SYSTEM" is to be located in, through, under, over, across and upon
Grantor’s property, which is located on the easterly side of Clark Street, to originate from Pole
#7, which is located on the easterly side of Clark Street, then proceed in a southeasterly direction
by northwesterly direction over, across and upon land of Grantor to new Pole P#7-1, new Pole
P#7-2, and existing Pole P#7-3, (formerly known as Pole #9-8), to become established by and
upon the final installation thereof by the Grantees.
Said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” to include a Pushbrace to be installed on property located
on the easterly side of Clark Street and is to originate from existing pole numbered P#7 which is
located on the easterly side of Clark Street, and extend in a southeasterly direction over, upon
and across land now or formerly of the Grantor. Said pushbrace is to become established by and
upon the final installation thereof by the Grantee.

WR#30423079

Address of Grantee:

Return to:
Nadine J. Morancy
National Grid USA
Service Company, Inc.
939 Southbridge Street
Worcester, MA 01610

Mass. El., 40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, Massachusetts 02451
Verizon, 6 Bowdoin Square, 9th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02114
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Also with the further perpetual right and easement from time to time without further
payment therefore to pass and repass, over, across and upon Grantor’s land, as is reasonable and
necessary, in order to renew, replace, repair, remove, add to, maintain, operate and patrol and
otherwise change said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” and each and every part thereof and to make
such other excavation or excavations as may be reasonably necessary in the opinion and
judgment of the Grantees, their successors and assigns, and to clear and keep cleared the portions
and areas of the premises wherein the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” is specifically located of such
trees, shrubs, bushes, above ground and below ground structures, objects and surfaces, as may, in
the opinion and judgment of the Grantees, interfere with the efficient and safe operation and
maintenance of the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”.
It is agreed that the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” shall remain the property of the Grantees,
their successors and assigns, and that the Grantees, their successors and assigns, shall pay all
taxes assessed thereon. Grantor agrees that the rights and easement herein granted are for the
purpose of providing service to Grantor’s property and the further right to service others from
said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”. The Grantor, for itself, its successors and assigns, covenant and
agrees with the Grantees, for themselves, their successors and assigns, that this Grant of
Easement and the location of the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” may not be changed or modified
without the written consent of the Grantees, their successors and assigns, which consent may be
withheld by the Grantees in their sole discretion. The rights and easement herein granted are
over, across and upon a certain parcel of land more particularly described in a Taking dated
September 27, 1950, recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 1079, Page
73.
And further, said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” (locations of the electrical equipment and
other facilities on the hereinbefore referred to premises of the Grantor) is approximately shown
on a sketch entitled: “Exhibit A – Not to Scale; The exact location of said Facilities to be
established by and upon the installation and erection of the facilities thereof.; ELECTRIC
DISTRIBUTION CONSTRUCTION EASEMENT; nationalgrid; Owner: CITY OF
NORTHAMPTON; WR# 30423079; Address: #54 CLARK ST. NORTHAMPTON, MA;
Date: 11/3/2021; Drawn By: D. TAGGART; Sketch to Accompany Easement for :
INSTALLATION OF (2) NEW POLES & (2) ANCHORS & (1) PUSH BRACE & EXISTING
P#7-3 ON PRIVATE PROPERTY TO SERVE #54 CLARK STREET. NORTHAMPTON, MA;
DRAWING NOT TO SCALE. DISTANCES ARE APPROXIMATE.”, a reduced copy of said
sketch is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”, copies of which are in the possession of the Grantor and
Grantees herein, but the final definitive locations of said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” shall become
established by and upon the installation and erection thereof by the Grantees.

WR#30423079

Following such installation, Grantor may, at its sole cost and expense, prepare and submit
to Grantee for review and approval an “as-built” plan in recordable form showing the permanent
locations of the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”, [and the Easement Area], following which Grantor
and Grantee, at Grantor's sole expense, may enter into an amendment to this easement to
establish such permanent locations with such plan attached.
It is the intention of the Grantor to grant to the Grantee, its successors and assigns, all the
rights and easements aforesaid and any and all additional and/or incidental rights needed to
install, erect, maintain and operate within a portion of the Grantor’s land an “OVERHEAD
SYSTEM” for the transmission of intelligence and for supplying electric service for the building,
buildings or proposed buildings shown on the last herein referred to sketch or amended plan.

WR#30423079

For Grantor’s title, see a Taking dated September 27, 1950, recorded with the Hampshire
County Registry of Deeds, Book 1079, Page 73.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the CITY OF NORTHAMPTON has caused its corporate
seal to be hereto affixed and these presents to be signed in its name and behalf by Gina-Louise
Sciarra, its Mayor, being thereto duly authorized this _______ day of ____________________,
2022.

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

______________________________
By: Gina-Louise Sciarra
Its: Mayor

WR#30423079

The provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 183,
Section 6B, are not applicable.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
County of ______________________ ss.
On this the ____________day of _____________________, 2022, before me,
Day

Month

____________________________________________________the undersigned Notary Public,
Name of Notary Public

personally appeared GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA proved to me through satisfactory evidence of
identity, which was

_____________________________________________________________________________,
Description of Evidence of Identity

to be the person whose name is signed on the preceding Grant of Easement and acknowledged to
me that she signed it voluntarily for its stated purpose, as the Mayor of the CITY OF
NORTHAMPTON.

____________________________________
Signature of Notary Public

____________________________________
Printed Name of Notary

My Commission Expires_______________
Place Notary Seal and/or Any Stamp Above

WR#30423079

The provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws, Chapter 183,
Section 6B, are not applicable.
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CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
TO

MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC
COMPANY
AND
VERIZON NEW ENGLAND INC.

GRANT OF EASEMENT

RETURN TO:
NADINE J. MORANCY
NATIONAL GRID USA
SERVICE COMPANY, INC.
939 SOUTHBRIDGE STREET
WORCESTER, MA 01610

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS
_________

In City Council

January 20, 2022

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and Department of Public Works
An Order to Approve a Gift for Replacing Sidewalk Sections Adjacent to 109 Main Street

Whereas, the City is the owner of the Main Street and Gothic Street layouts, Northampton,
Massachusetts; and
Whereas, Trident Realty Corporation is the owner of property at 109 Main Street, Northampton,
Massachusetts (Assessors’ Map 32A, Parcel 140), with Grantors rights to said parcel contained in a deed
recorded in the Hampshire Registry of Deeds in Book 6062, Page 34; and
Whereas, the parties are uncertain as to the location of their common boundary line between their
respective parcels, which date back to the early development of Northampton; and
Whereas, the City has contracted to replace and make handicap accessible approximately fifty (50) linear
feet of concrete sidewalk at its own cost within the uncertain area in front of the building due to its current
disrepair and potential safety hazard; and
Whereas, to the extent that Trident Realty has an interest in the proposed sidewalk improvements, Trident
Realty has offered a monetary gift of $7,500.00 toward the cost of said improvements.
Ordered that, Northampton City Council, gratefully accepts a gift of $7,500.00 from Trident Realty to
support costs associated with the replacement of approximately fifty (50) linear feet of concrete sidewalk
in front of the building at 109 Main Street.

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS
_________

In City Council

January 20, 2022

Upon recommendation of Mayor Sciarra
22.016 An Order Authorizing a Five-Year Contract for IT Services Department Equipment and
Software
Whereas, the City cannot enter into a contract greater than three years without Council
approval;
Whereas, the existing equipment is failing and needs replacement;
Whereas, the replacement equipment and software support has a five year life span and
provides the best value to the City;

Now therefore be it ordered,
That the IT Services Department is authorized to enter into a five-year contract with
Motorola Solutions.

MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

DATE:

February 1, 2022

TO:

City Council

FROM:

Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra

SUBJECT:

Appointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions

Please find the attached appointment to City Boards, Committees, and Commissions:
Board of Health
Dallas Ducar, 4 Sunhill Drive, Florence
Term: January 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy

City of Northampton

MASSACHUSETTS
_________

In City Council

February 3, 2022

Upon recommendation of the Mayor and the Whiting Street Fund Committee
22.026 An Order to Appropriate $45,000 in Whiting Street Trust Funds

Whereas, Mr. Whiting Street, a successful Northampton businessperson, left $25,000 to the
City of Northampton in his will of 1875 with instructions that the money be used “for the relief
and comfort of the worthy poor,”

Whereas, the Whiting Street Fund Committee issued its annual grant application seeking
proposals from local organizations with the goal of addressing housing insecurity and
homelessness;

Whereas, the Whiting Street Fund Committee received and reviewed the applications and has
made its recommendations to the Mayor;

Ordered, that
$45,000 be appropriated from the interest in the Whiting Street Trust Fund to the following
organizations:
$15,000 to Manna to support the operations of the Community Center. The Community
Center provides a place for the unhoused to find shelter out of the weather, to access showers,
laundry, a couch to rest on, clothes in a closet, and electrical outlets to charge devices. The
Center provides a welcoming and safe indoor space for people to call their own for a time and to
access harm reduction tools, and connect to housing services within and beyond the Manna
walls. The Community Center addresses the gaps in essential human services offered to the
unhoused population, and further strengthens the collective fabric of services which benefit the
most vulnerable members of our community. These funds will help Manna to continue the
Community Center operations making a real difference in the lives of the unhoused; and
$30,000 to Friends of Hampshire County Homeless Individuals, Inc. to support the
collaboration project to create housing for houseless individuals with disabilities. This group of
collaborators intends to purchase 5 Franklin Street to create housing that provides wrap-around
services to support the clients in stabilizing their lives while becoming and remaining housed.
Services will include social caseworkers, regular visits by health personnel, and provision of

supplies, food, and furnishings as needed. These funds will be used to increase housing and other
resources within the City to help bring an end to houselessness.

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS
In the Year Two Thousand and Twenty-Two
Upon the Recommendation of the Transportation and Parking Commission

22.024
AN ORDINANCE
RELATIVE TO STOP SIGNS IN THE
VILLAGE HILL NEIGHBORHOOD
An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of
the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

SECTION 1
That the § 312-113 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:
§ 312-113 Schedule XII: Stop and Yield Intersections.
A. Isolated stop signs. Stop intersections are established at the following locations:
[10-15-1981; 10-15-1987; 5-18-1989; 5-6-1993; 11-5-1998; 1-7-1999; 3-6-2003;
12-2-2004]
Location
Olander Drive
Village Hill Road

11
12
13
14
15

Direction of Travel
West
North

At the Intersection of
Village Hill Road
Ford Crossing and Higgins Way

D. Multiway stop signs. Multiway stop intersections are established at the following
locations:
Location
Moser Street
Moser Street
Moser Street

Direction of Travel
East/West
East/West
East

Page 1 of 2

At the Intersection of
Musante Drive
Village Hill Road
Olander Drive

Musante Drive
Olander Drive

North/South
North/South

Moser Street
Moser Street

16
17

Page 2 of 2

Note: Aerial image is from 2014 and
does not show the Higgins Way
development. Stop Sign locations are
indicated by squares.
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Stop Signs in the Village Hill Neighborhood

Absolute Scale
1:2,168

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In the City Council, February 3rd, 2022
Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Jamila Gore and Councilor Rachel Maiore

R-22.023 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE CANCELLATION OF STUDENT LOAN DEBT
WHEREAS, education is a public good, benefiting all of society and a right that should
be accessible to all, and;
WHEREAS, College tuition has risen by 103% since 1987, while median household
income increased by only 14% 1, and;
WHEREAS, nationally 42 million people have federal student loan debt for a total of
$1.73 trillion 2, making student loan debt the second-highest source of household debt
after housing3, and;
WHEREAS, 55% of Massachusetts residents have student loan debt, with the average
student loan debt at $33,256 per borrower 4, and;
WHEREAS, across the country, student debt also disproportionately impacts women,
who hold two-thirds of all student debt 5. Women take on more debt and then face
systemic pay discrimination resulting in an additional two years to pay off student debt
compared to men 6, and;
WHEREAS, these disparities hit Black women even harder with 57% reporting financial
difficulties in paying back student loans7, and;
1

American Association of University Women, www.aauw.org
https://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/g19/hist/cc_hist_memo_levels.html
3
Statista, www.statista.com
4
New England Board of Higher Education, nebhe.org/wp-content/uploads/Massachusetts-DEI-FactSheet.pdf
2

5

American Association of University Women, www.aauw.org
American Association of University Women, www.aauw.org
7
American Association of University Women,www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2020/03/DeeperinDebt-nsa.pdf
6

WHEREAS, a 2016 study found that four years after earning a bachelor’s degree, the
average Black graduate had approximately $53,000 in debt, nearly twice the level of the
average White graduate 8. And 20 years after taking out student loans, the average
Black borrower still owes 95% of their student loan debt compared to 6% for White
borrowers 9, and;
WHEREAS, eliminating student loan debt represents a moral opportunity for
Northampton to support residents, address some racial and gender wage disparities,
and provide better overall health outcomes since carrying debt is associated with
negative mental and physical health outcomes, such as stress, depression, general
health, obesity and mortality 10, in addition to negatively impacting the ability of residents
to afford to stay and live in Northampton, and;
WHEREAS, student loan debt cuts across all levels of education, affecting borrowers
who attend vocational school, technical school, beautician schools, two-year associate
degree programs, four-year undergraduate programs, graduate school, state schools,
community college, private colleges and universities, with 40% of borrowers having not
been able to complete their education and achieve a bachelor’s degree 11, and;
WHEREAS, research estimates that canceling student debt would boost the national
economy by up to $108 billion a year and create one million jobs12,and;
WHEREAS, the Higher Education Act of 1965 gives the President of the United States
the power to cancel all student loan debt by executive order, through the Compromise
and Settlement powers of the Department of Education, and;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Northampton calls for
the Biden Administration to cancel all student debt by executive order and requests that
the Federal Government enacts a plan to eliminate student debt and begin the transition
to education as a public good.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administrative Assistant of the City Council shall
send a copy of this Resolution to; President Joseph Biden, Governor Charlie Baker,
Senators Elizabeth Warren and Edward Markey, Representative Jim McGovern, State
Senator Jo Comerford, and State Representative Lindsay Sabadosa.
8

The Brookings Institute, www.brookings.edu
The Brookings Institute, www.brookings.edu
10
The Sycamore Institute, www.sycamoreinstitutetn.org/how-medical-debt-affects-health/
11
National Center of Educational Statistics, https:/nces.ed.gov/datalab/index.aspx
12
Levy Institute, www.levyinstitute.org/pubs/rpr_2_6.pdf
9

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In the City Council, February 3, 2022
Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Karen Foster and Councilor James Nash

R-22.027 A Resolution to Form a Select Committee to Study Barriers to Service on City Boards and
Commissions
WHEREAS, the City of Northampton currently has 23 boards and commissions, with
opportunities for 188 residents to serve, and
WHEREAS, City leadership recognizes that many residents of Northampton experience
structural barriers to participation in civic life, such as lack of financial resources, adequate
transportation, adequate technology and internet, and/or lack of childcare, and
WHEREAS service on boards and commissions is an opportunity for residents to make a
meaningful contribution to the City of Northampton, performing critical advisory and quasijudicial roles, and
WHEREAS, promoting structures that facilitate representation on city boards and commissions
from residents who have historically been marginalized from participation would lend new,
diverse, and important voices to city boards and commissions, and
WHEREAS, many residents interested in serving on city boards and commissions may need
supports, such as mentorship, financial support, technical or technological support, and/or
training in order to serve, and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, that the City Council of Northampton requests that the
Council President and Mayor jointly appoint a select committee to study barriers to service on
city boards and committees and opportunities for the City to work with residents to overcome
those barriers. This Committee shall present findings and recommendations for change to City
Council on or before the October 20, 2022 City Council meeting. The committee shall be
comprised of:
● 2 current elected officials
● 3 resident volunteer members of city boards or commissions, and
● 2 residents who have never or who are not currently serving on a city board or
commission

