
Committee on Rules, Orders, Appointments, & Ordinances

Councilor David A. Murphy
Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Councilor Ryan R. O’Donnell

Meeting Date:  November 9, 2015

Meeting Time:  5:00 pm

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street
Northampton, Massachusetts

Meeting Agenda

*Activate NCTV Camera to Record Minutes

Announcement Of Audio/Video Recording Of Meeting

Members Present/Absent

Meeting Called To Order

Public Comment

Approve Minutes Of The Previous Meeting

Minutes Of October 13, 2015 Meeting

minutes_comm_roao_10-13-2015.pdf

Orders And Ordinances For Review

15.377 Zoning For Significant Trees
Continued from the October 13, 2015 to address the issue of new owner 
responsibility.  Councilor Murphy asked that the language regarding the 

responsibilities of new owners be defined when a former owner removed trees 
on property that would be regulated by this ordinance.

Attached order reflects changes to document that were approved at the last 
meeting (but do not include the requested changes above). 

15.377_201511051506.pdf

15.520 Ordinance Pertaining To Glass To Ensure That Structures Exempt 
From Review Minimally Maintain The Existing Amount Of Glass On 
Street Facing Facades

15.520_156-5c_regs_change.pdf

15.522 Ordinance For A Complete Streets Policy 

15.522_complete_streets_policy.pdf, 
15.522_completestreetw_mayorassponsor.pdf

15.523 Ordinance Regarding Winter Parking Regulations 

15.523_snow_emergency_policy.pdf

15.524 Ordinance Revising Section 312-117 Schedule XVI-Handicapped 
Parking Spaces On Keyes Street

15.524_handicap_parking_spaces.pdf

15.525 Ordinance Revising Section 312-46 "Designation Of Parking 
Spaces"

15.525_ordinance 312-46designationofparkingspaces.pdf

Appointments For Committee Approval

15.535 Appointments 
The following Appointments will be on the Dec. 14, 2015 Agenda:

Council on Aging
- Theresa L. Dunn, 46 Finn Street, Northampton – term April 2015 – June 
2018 (reappointment)

- Barbara Fungaroli, 25 Landy Avenue, Northampton – term April 2015 – June 
2018 
(reappointment) 

- Maureen Sienkiewicz, 364B Hatfield Street, Laurel Ridge Apartments, 
Northampton – term April 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment) 

- James Spencer, 12 Middle Street, Florence – term April 2015 – June 2018 
(reappointment) 

- Melissa Einberg, 388 Burts Pit Road, Northampton – term September 2015 
– June 2016 (new 
appointment to fill the expired term of Patricia Healey) 

- Gerriann Butler, 46 Autumn Drive, Florence – term November 2015 – June 
2018 (new 
appointment to fill vacancy left by unexpired term of Diana Soler) 

Disability Commission
- Letitia Ward, 66 Willow Street, Florence – term November 2015 – June 2018 
(new appointment to fill the unexpired term of Tori Eklund) 

Arts Council 
- (CORRECTION TO APPOINTMENT TERM) Esther White, 17 Summer 
Street, Northampton – term January 2015 – June 2018 (new appointment) 
This appointment was approved by City Council on January 16, 2015, however 
the term was incorrect, and this is to amend the appointment term from 
January 2015 – June 2018. 

Community Preservation Committee
- Julia Chevan, 8 Cosmian Avenue, Florence – term September 2015 – June 
2018, Parks & 
Recreation representative (new appointment)

Parks and Recreation Commission 
- Glenn Connly, 49 Platinum Circle, Florence – term June 2015 – June 2018 
(reappointment) 
Transportation & Parking Commission 

- Jami Albro-Fisher, 50 Manhan Street, Northampton – term November 2015 –
June 2017 (new 
appointment to fill the vacancy left by James Lowenthal) 

- Richard Cooper, 136 South Main Street, Florence – term May 2015 – June 
2018 (reappointment) 

15.535_appointments.pdf

New Business
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15.520 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Fifteen 

 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability & Central Business 

Architecture Committee 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section 156-5C of said code; to ensure that 

structures exempt from review minimally maintain the existing amount of glass on street facing façades.      

 

ORDINANCE  

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 

 SECTION 1  

 

That §156-5C of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

C The following elements are specifically exempt from review by the Committee. The Building 

Commissioner shall issue permits for this work only after determining that the project is exempt: 

(14) Effective March 1, 2005, alteration or renovation, but not expansion or demolition, of any anomaly 

or transitional residential building, based on its classification on January 1, 2005 if developed in 

accordance with the Design Guidelines and so long as the change does not reduce the glazed area of any 

street-facing façade. 



Positive Recommendation from  
the Transportation and Parking Commission (10/20/2015) 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Fifteen 
                            
Upon the Recommendation of the Planning Board, Office of Planning and Sustainability, 
and Department of Public Works 

 ORDINANCE 

 
An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 
Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by adding a section §285-51 of 
said code; providing for the purpose of the city creating the following Complete Streets Policy. 
 
 
Article III Streets and Sidewalks Policies 
 
§285-51 Complete Streets Policy 
 
A. The city’s Complete Street policy ensures that pedestrian, bicycle and transit facilities are 

fully integrated into a safe and efficient transportation system. Specifically, it is city policy 
to: 
(1) Safely accommodate pedestrians, bicycles and, when appropriate, transit facilities on 

every surface street. 
(2) Minimize and mitigate environmental impacts for all transportation projects. 
(3) Encourage alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles. 
(4) Improve utilization of intelligent transportation systems for transit priority and 

potentially other opportunities. 
(5) Ensure sidewalks on all new and reconstructed streets, except alleys, shared streets. 
(6) Design new and reconstructed streets to promote green infrastructure (e.g., vegetated 

swales and rain gardens) when feasible within existing rights-of-way and without 
conflicting with transportation needs and street trees. 

(7) Ensure City-reconstructed streets are consistent with subdivision regulations (e.g., 
sidewalk and curb materials, dimensions) to the extent existing layouts and resources 
allow. 

(8) Calm traffic and interconnect public streets to preserve pedestrian safety and encourage 
pedestrian activity in neighborhoods and villages and prohibit gated private streets. 

(9) Fully develop the bicycle network so that 75% of households are within ½ mile of a 
multiuse trail and 85% of households are within ½ mile of a bicycle lanes or trail. 

15.522 



(10) Avoid street widening and additional lanes that will induce new traffic. 
(11) Ensure the design and construction of all new, reconstructed, reclaimed streets, 

including mill-and-overlay projects, incorporates appropriate traffic calming measures, 
accessibility improvements, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  Mill-and-overlay 
projects should include sidewalks when in the priority areas below. Design exceptions 
because of right-of-way, constraints, or very low current and potential demand should be 
made only with Transportation and Parking Commission approval. 

 
B. Specific design criteria that should typically accompany complete streets in Northampton 

include the following.  These should be added when those streets are reconstructed: 
(1) Cement concrete sidewalks on both sides of streets in the all business, industrial, mixed 

use, and urban residential zoning districts when right-of-way width allows.  Cement or 
bituminous concrete sidewalks in other districts within one mile of Florence Center, 
Northampton central business district, all K-12 schools, wherever a sidewalk would 
reduce the need for public school bus service, along any new street, and in dense 
walkable neighborhoods, and in areas with clear pedestrian desire lines that will result in 
significant sidewalk utilization. Sidewalks are not expected in the most rural areas of the 
city although gravel sidepaths and other trails may still be appropriate. 

(2) Intersection improvements should ensure the safety of pedestrians and cyclists, 
minimize the loss of green space and tree canopy, decrease stormwater runoff, and avoid 
detrimental impacts on neighborhoods and adjoining streets. 

(3) Lane width should be 10 feet to 11 feet wide. 
(4) Curb radius at intersections shall be as small as possible to slow traffic speed and 

shorten crosswalk crossing distances, with large trucks (WB-69 trucks) accommodated 
only when supported by truck traffic counts that demand a wider radius. 

(5) To minimize pavement and crossing distances, turn lanes should be provided only when 
critically needed and curb extensions should be installed whenever feasible at 
crosswalks and intersections.   

(6) New subdivisions and roads should utilize short block lengths. 
(7) Roundabouts, which are the favored intersection treatment except in the center of 

Florence and downtown, should be used instead of signals whenever possible. 
Roundabouts and mini-roundabouts should be evaluated during the preliminary 
engineering analysis for all intersections being considered for significant reconstruction, 
realignment, signalization, and four-way stops.  The Transportation and Parking 
Commission shall approve any decision to use a signal instead of a roundabout except in 
downtown and Florence center.  

(8) Audible pedestrian signals at all traffic signals when traffic controllers are upgraded.  
Where no sidewalks exist, traffic signal equipment should be installed that will allow for 
future pedestrian signalization. 

(9) Prioritize retrofitting streets to add sidewalks for all streets within one mile of all public 
schools and downtown Northampton and Florence Center when streets are 
reconstructed, milled-and-overlaid, or otherwise when sidewalk funding is available. 
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City of Northampton 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Fifteen 

                            

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Transportation and Parking 

Commission, Planning Board, Office of Planning and Sustainability, and Department of 

Public Works 

 ORDINANCE 

 
An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by adding a section §285-51 of 

said code; providing for the purpose of the city creating the following Complete Streets Policy. 

 
 

Article III Streets and Sidewalks Policies 
 

§285-51 Complete Streets Policy 
 

A. The city’s Complete Street policy ensures that pedestrian, bicycle and transit facilities are 

fully integrated into a safe and efficient transportation system. Specifically, it is city policy 

to: 

(1) Safely accommodate pedestrians, bicycles and, when appropriate, transit facilities on 

every surface street. 

(2) Minimize and mitigate environmental impacts for all transportation projects. 

(3) Encourage alternatives to single-occupancy vehicles. 

(4) Improve utilization of intelligent transportation systems for transit priority and 

potentially other opportunities. 

(5) Ensure sidewalks on all new and reconstructed streets, except alleys, shared streets. 

(6) Design new and reconstructed streets to promote green infrastructure (e.g., vegetated 

swales and rain gardens) when feasible within existing rights-of-way and without 

conflicting with transportation needs and street trees. 

(7) Ensure City-reconstructed streets are consistent with subdivision regulations (e.g., 

sidewalk and curb materials, dimensions) to the extent existing layouts and resources 

allow. 

(8) Calm traffic and interconnect public streets to preserve pedestrian safety and encourage 

pedestrian activity in neighborhoods and villages and prohibit gated private streets. 

(9) Fully develop the bicycle network so that 75% of households are within ½ mile of a 

multiuse trail and 85% of households are within ½ mile of a bicycle lanes or trail. 

(10) Avoid street widening and additional lanes that will induce new traffic. 



(11) Ensure the design and construction of all new, reconstructed, reclaimed streets, 

including mill-and-overlay projects, incorporates appropriate traffic calming measures, 

accessibility improvements, and bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  Mill-and-overlay 

projects should include sidewalks when in the priority areas below. Design exceptions 

because of right-of-way, constraints, or very low current and potential demand should be 

made only with Transportation and Parking Commission approval. 

 

B. Specific design criteria that should typically accompany complete streets in Northampton 

include the following.  These should be added when those streets are reconstructed: 

(1) Cement concrete sidewalks on both sides of streets in the all business, industrial, mixed 

use, and urban residential zoning districts when right-of-way width allows.  Cement or 

bituminous concrete sidewalks in other districts within one mile of Florence Center, 

Northampton central business district, all K-12 schools, wherever a sidewalk would 

reduce the need for public school bus service, along any new street, and in dense 

walkable neighborhoods, and in areas with clear pedestrian desire lines that will result in 

significant sidewalk utilization. Sidewalks are not expected in the most rural areas of the 

city although gravel sidepaths and other trails may still be appropriate. 

(2) Intersection improvements should ensure the safety of pedestrians and cyclists, 

minimize the loss of green space and tree canopy, decrease stormwater runoff, and avoid 

detrimental impacts on neighborhoods and adjoining streets. 

(3) Lane width should be 10 feet to 11 feet wide. 

(4) Curb radius at intersections shall be as small as possible to slow traffic speed and 

shorten crosswalk crossing distances, with large trucks (WB-69 trucks) accommodated 

only when supported by truck traffic counts that demand a wider radius. 

(5) To minimize pavement and crossing distances, turn lanes should be provided only when 

critically needed and curb extensions should be installed whenever feasible at 

crosswalks and intersections.   

(6) New subdivisions and roads should utilize short block lengths. 

(7) Roundabouts, which are the favored intersection treatment except in the center of 

Florence and downtown, should be used instead of signals whenever possible. 

Roundabouts and mini-roundabouts should be evaluated during the preliminary 

engineering analysis for all intersections being considered for significant reconstruction, 

realignment, signalization, and four-way stops.  The Transportation and Parking 

Commission shall approve any decision to use a signal instead of a roundabout except in 

downtown and Florence center.  

(8) Audible pedestrian signals at all traffic signals when traffic controllers are upgraded.  

Where no sidewalks exist, traffic signal equipment should be installed that will allow for 

future pedestrian signalization. 

(9) Prioritize retrofitting streets to add sidewalks for all streets within one mile of all public 

schools and downtown Northampton and Florence Center when streets are 

reconstructed, milled-and-overlaid, or otherwise when sidewalk funding is available. 
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Positive Recommendation from  

the Transportation and Parking Commission (10/20/2015) 

 
In the Year Two Thousand and Fifteen 
 

Upon the Recommendation of Transportation & Parking Commission  

 

 

ORDINANCE 

 

          An Ordinance of the 

City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section #312-131 of said Code providing 

that Winter Parking Regulations. 

 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as 

follows: 

 

Section 1.  That section #312-31 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

         

“Section #312-31 

312-31 Winter Parking Regulations  

AMEND: 

B. Overnight parking, when prohibited.  

 

During the winter parking season, no person shall park any vehicle during a snow emergency on any street 

or municipal parking lot between the hours of 12:01 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. except for the following: 

 

NOTE… 

Area in bold is proposed to be added to the ordinance 
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Positive Recommendation from  

the Transportation and Parking Commission (10/20/2015) 

 

 

 
  

In the Year Two Thousand FIFTEEN 

Upon the Recommendation of DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS   

  
 

ORDINANCE 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances City of Northampton, Massachusetts be amended by revising section §312-117 

of said Code providing that  

 

Schedule XVI: On-Street and Off-Street Handicapped Parking Spaces 

 
    
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council 
assembled, as follows 
 
Section 1.  That section  § 312-117 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 
 
“Section 312-117 
 
AMEND 

 

Location Side Location 

Keyes Street 

 

Westerly Second space southerly from Depot Avenue 

First space northerly from Main Street (Florence) 

 

 

 



 

Positive Recommendation from  
the Transportation and Parking Commission (10/20/2015) 

 
  

 
In the Year Two Thousand FIFTEEN 
 
UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS   

  
ORDINANCE 

 
An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances 
City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section §312-46 of said Code 
providing that §312-46 Designation of Parking Spaces 
 
     
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council 
assembled, as follows       
 
Section 1.  That section §312-46 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 
Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows:   
 
“Section 312-46 
 
AMEND 
 
Parking spaces designated as reserved under the provisions of § 312-44 shall be identified by the 
use of above-grade signs with white lettering against a blue background and shall bear the words 
"Handicapped Parking: Special Plate Required. Unauthorized Vehicles May be Removed at 
Owner's Expense"; shall be as near as possible to a building entrance or walkway; shall be 
adjacent to curb ramps or other unobstructed methods permitting sidewalk access to a 
handicapped person; shall be 12 feet wide or two eight-foot wide areas with four feet of cross 
hatch between them except at parallel parking locations; and shall be designated with the 
International Symbol of Accessibility parking space marking.  
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MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ 
 

City of Northampton 
Office of the Mayor 

210 Main Street Room 12 
Northampton, MA  01060-3199 

(413) 587-1249     Fax: (413) 587-1275 
mayor@northamptonma.gov 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  November 2, 2015 
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM:  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
 
SUBJECT:  Appointments to Committees 
 
Please find the attached appointments and re-appointments to City Boards, Committees and 
Commissions: 
 
Council on Aging 

- Theresa L. Dunn, 46 Finn Street, Northampton – term April 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)  
- Barbara Fungaroli, 25 Landy Avenue, Northampton – term April 2015 – June 2018 

(reappointment) 
- Maureen Sienkiewicz, 364B Hatfield Street, Laurel Ridge Apartments, Northampton – term April 

2015 – June 2018 (reappointment) 
- James Spencer, 12 Middle Street, Florence – term April 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment) 
- Melissa Einberg, 388 Burts Pit Road, Northampton – term September 2015 – June 2016 (new 

appointment to fill the expired term of Patricia Healey) 
- Gerriann Butler, 46 Autumn Drive, Florence – term November 2015 – June 2018 (new 

appointment to fill vacancy left by unexpired term of Diana Soler) 
 

Disability Commission 
- Letitia Ward, 66 Willow Street, Florence – term November 2015 – June 2018 (new appointment 

to fill the unexpired term of Tori Eklund) 
 
Arts Council  

- (CORRECTION TO APPOINTMENT TERM) 
Esther White, 17 Summer Street, Northampton – term January 2015 – June 2018 (new 
appointment) 

This appointment was approved by City Council on January 16, 2015, however the term was incorrect, 
and this is to amend the appointment term from January 2015 – June 2018.  
 
Community Preservation Committee 

- Julia Chevan, 8 Cosmian Avenue, Florence – term September 2015 – June 2018, Parks & 
Recreation representative (new appointment) 

 
Parks and Recreation Commission 

- Glenn Connly, 49 Platinum Circle, Florence – term June 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment) 
 



Transportation & Parking Commission 
- Jami Albro-Fisher, 50 Manhan Street, Northampton – term November 2015 – June 2017 (new 

appointment to fill the vacancy left by James Lowenthal)  
- Richard Cooper, 136 South Main Street, Florence – term May 2015 – June 2018 (reappointment)  

 
 
cc: City Clerk, Wendy Mazza 
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