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Roll Call 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
CONDUCTED AS AN ON-LINE  ZOOM MEETING  

Northampton, MA 
_______________ 

 
A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by City Council President Gina-Louise 
Sciarra. At 8:03 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were present: 
 
        At-Large Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra      At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight     
        Ward 1 Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.    Ward 5 Councilor Alex Jarrett 

Ward 2 Councilor Karen Foster                   Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge   
Ward 3 Councilor James B. Nash               Ward 7 Councilor Rachel Maiore                
Ward 4 Councilor John Thorpe                               
 

 
Announcement of 
Audio/Video 
Recording 

 
Councilor Sciarra announced that the meeting was being held via remote participation and audio 
and video recorded.  

 
Public Hearings  
Announcement of 
Public Hearing - 
20.063 National 
Grid/Verizon New 
England Pole 
Petition for 
Hebert Avenue 
(Petition 
#28701070) 
 

 
Public Hearings 
Announcement of Public Hearing - 20.063 National Grid/Verizon New England Pole Petition 
for Hebert Avenue (Petition #28701070) 
Councilor Sciarra read the following announcement: 
In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 166, Section 22, a public hearing will be held on Thursday, 
August 20, 2020 @ 7:05 p.m. on the petition of National Grid/Verizon New England to erect poles 
and wires upon, along, under or across one or more public ways (Pole Petition #28701070). The 
hearing will be held via remote participation. Please see the agenda for the August 20, 2020 City 
Council meeting for instructions for accessing the hearing. 
 
(Note: The public hearing was subsequently rescheduled to Thursday, July 30, 2020. 
Abutters were notified by mail of the revised hearing date.) 
 

 
Updates from 
Council President/     
Committee Chairs 

 
Updates from Council President and Committee Chairs 
Councilor LaBarge announced that there will be a City Services Committee meeting on Monday, 
July 20th at 4 p.m. via remote participation. 
 

 
Recognitions and 
One-Minute 
Announcements 
by Councilors 
 

 
Recognitions and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors 
Councilor Jarrett announced he will be holding a Ward 5 gathering on Zoom this Sunday, July 
12th from 4 to 5 p.m. It will be an opportunity for questions and answers and to hear concerns 
and ideas. Before COVID he had planned a monthly meeting. He is asking people to register in 
advance to receive the zoom link, which they can do on his website or Facebook page or by 
emailing him or calling him. 
 

 
Communications 
and 
Proclamations 
from the Mayor 
 

 
Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor 
None 

 
Resolutions 
Withdrawal of 
20.076 Resolution 
Establishing a 
Select Committee 
on Legislative 
Approaches to 
Public Safety 
 

 
Resolutions 
Withdrawal of 20.076 A Resolution Establishing a Select Committee on Legislative 
Approaches to Public Safety 
Sponsors (he and Councilor Maiore) decided to withdraw this for several reasons, Councilor 
Jarrett explained. They introduced this before they knew the scope of the Northampton Policing 
Review Commission (NPRC). Now that they know the scope and have had the opportunity to 
provide comment, they are not ready to ask for a select committee at this time. They will be 
asking one or more standing committees to explore the legislative options available. Once they 
know the make-up of the commission, they may be asking a select committee to fill in the gaps to 
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20.096 Resolution 
Regarding the 
Northampton 
Policing Review 
Commission - 1st 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

specifically work on the legislative possibilities. It isn’t exactly clear to him what their legislative 
options are. The pesticide reduction ordinance made it clear there is some ability on the part of 
the city council to set policy for the executive branch. Becoming more informed and seeking 
independent legal opinions will help them carry out any recommendations from the commission 
or other action decided upon by the council. 
 
This was a tough decision, and she hears and shares the concerns of residents, Councilor 
Maiore shared. Since formation of the joint commission is seemingly moving forward, this 
seemed like the best way to stagger their efforts. They still see a select committee as something 
they can pursue in the future. They did want to clarify some of the language and the mission so if 
they decide to move forward they will submit another resolution. She still thinks it’s critical that the 
city council explore the range of its legislative options and its role regarding transforming the 
public safety system in Northampton. Because of that, she will be pursuing an independent 
council role, forging a path forward specifically for the council, and she particularly looks forward 
to talking to residents more as the NPRC starts taking shape. She thinks they can come back 
and revisit what would be a good supplement to the commission. 
 
20.096 A Resolution Regarding the Northampton Policing Review Commission (NPRC) - 
1st reading 
Councilor Sciarra read the resolution aloud.  
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the resolution in first reading. Councilor LaBarge seconded. 
 
Councilor Sciarra said she didn’t have much to add. The resolution outlines the process they 
have gone through and the discussion they have had. The commission document has been 
updated to reflect comments heard. Instead of the standard board application, they are asking 
people interested in serving to send a letter of interest to either the city council or mayor by mail 
or email. If someone cannot relay their interest in that way, it can be relayed verbally. Regarding 
access for those who need it, she has spoken to NOM and they have said they can provide 
support in terms of network and computer access to at least two members of the commission at 
their site at 33 Hawley Street along with staff support. Since the NPRC was first introduced June 
18th, they have also adjusted the timelines a bit so she would respectfully request two readings 
tonight. They are asking that letters of interest be received by Friday, August 14th and expect to 
make appointments by September 3rd. The first meeting is supposed to be convened by 
September 24th. The deadline for a preliminary report is still December 17th and the final report is 
due on or before March 18, 2021. They have also added language that the commission may 
request an extension. However, it is extremely important to her that the city council have 
information to them before councilors need to make decisions on the FY2022 budget. 
 
Councilors asked questions and offered comments. The majority of discussion centered on the 
selection/appointment process for the council’s representatives to the joint commission. 
 
Councilor Jarrett expressed concern about a lack of clarity around this process. The original 
proposal was that she and the two councilors appointed to the commission would review letters 
of interest and select the seven council representatives, Councilor Sciarra explained. However, 
she has been told by the Attorney General’s (AG’s) office that this may not be possible since the 
two councilors may be considered a subcommittee and therefore be subject to the Open Meeting 
Law. She is waiting for a determination on this point from the AG’s office, she said. 
 
Councilor Maiore asked how they would go about ascertaining applicants’ eligibility for the seats 
reserved for black, indigenous, people of color and people most impacted by U.S. policing 
practices since they might not know that from a letter. 
 
Councilor Sciarra said she is hoping applicants will divulge that information. They are asking for a 
narrative from people describing their interest and why this matters to them. 
 
Councilor Maiore asked how the chair of the commission and councilor-members would be 
chosen.  
 
The chair will be chosen by the body itself and cannot be one of the councilors per the document. 
They left open whether to have one or two chairs. 
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She agrees with residents that a lot of the subjects listed have been researched already so she 
hopes the literature review will go very quickly and allow the commission to get on to concrete 
actions and tailoring the relevant information to their city, Councilor Maiore continued. She thinks 
there will be a time to work with police once the plan is completed, but she agrees with some 
speakers that she doesn’t think the commission is the place for these officers. She thinks the 
commission really needs to work out an agenda outside of that paradigm. 
 
Councilor Sciarra noted that meetings will be open to the public and the commission is charged 
with holding no fewer than three public hearings. She is sure commissioners will gladly receive 
information and any research that has already been conducted. 
 
Councilor Maiore asked if there is a policy about police serving on the commission. 
 
Both Mayor Narkewicz and Councilor Sciarra said it was not their intention to appoint anyone 
from the police department. Generally, when the city conducts a review of a city agency it is not 
done by the agency itself but by an external group, Mayor Narkewicz noted. 
 
Councilor Jarrett referred to the document’s statement that the city council shall appoint nine 
members “by a review process to be determined by each appointing authority.” He asked how the 
city council will determine that process. Will that be at the August 20th meeting? He asked. 
 
Councilor Sciarra clarified that the statement refers to the process for appointing the seven 
NPRC members other than the two city councilors. It is unclear whether the councilors appointed 
to serve on the NPRC may participate in appointing the other representatives since they may be 
considered a subcommittee and therefor subject to the Open Meeting Law. Despite her commit-
ment to openness and transparency, given that applicants are being asked to submit narrative 
letters describing their personal interest in serving on a commission to review community policing 
practices, it doesn’t feel appropriate to divulge those letters in a public setting, Councilor Sciarra 
elaborated. 
 
Councilor Jarrett expressed his understanding that the full council would vote to approve the 
appointments, but Councilor Sciarra explained that this process is not possible because it would 
involve publicly reviewing the applications/letters of interest. 
 
Councilor Nash presented the idea of having the council vote to endorse the slate of candidates 
without going through the material submitted. “In my mind it would be appropriate for the council 
to endorse the slate,” he volunteered. 
 
Whatever process they can do, the appointees will definitely be presented August 20th, Councilor 
Sciarra said. (Note: Councilor Sciarra misspoke. As she previously stated, the timeline was 
amended to call for announcement of the appointments on September 3, 2020.) 
 
Councilor Jarrett referred to the Select Committee on Pesticide Reduction (SCPR), which is a 
reasonable comparison, Councilor Dwight suggested. In the case of SCPR, the council president 
made the appointments and the appointees were not subject to review by the council partly for 
the same reasons discussed tonight. Similar to NPRC, the timeline was way too narrow and there 
was intense pressure for SCPR members to generate a voluminous, detailed report in a short 
period of time. Under council rules, the council president would ultimately be the person making 
the appointments. What Councilor Sciarra is offering is participatory selection but keeping in mind 
the necessity of expediting the process.  
 
When he was council president and Ryan O’Donnell was vice president, they created a 
commission to study the downtown environment. It was called a council appointment, but in point 
of fact, it was the council president and vice president who did the selection. In both cases, the 
commissions generated amazing work and had amazing participants.  
 
Councilor Dwight cautioned fellow councilors against getting bogged down in procedural details. 
He imagines if there is an appointee who falls egregiously short the council will not be bashful in 
challenging that appointment. “We’re going to have to invest an aspect of trust,” he asserted. 
 
If they expand the vetting process, they are never going to come close to the timelines which are 
already so abbreviated, he added.  
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Members continued to discuss, with Councilor LaBarge stressing the importance of including 
people with disabilities and Councilor Maiore suggesting each councilor be allowed to choose 
one commission member, since there are a total of nine council representatives.  
 
Councilor Sciarra said she welcomes people with disabilities to apply. Regarding the idea of each 
councilor making an appointment, she pointed out that there are really only seven citizen 
members since two of the commissioners will be councilors themselves.  
 
Regarding objections to formation of the commission heard in public comment, Councilor Foster 
stated that, while the process has potential, she recognizes that the commission will have work to 
do with the community to help people build trust. Regarding questions around accountability, as a 
joint mayoral/city council commission, she really sees that accountability as resting with them. 
 
With respect to letters of interest, she and the Mayor briefly discussed creating a web page on 
the commission with information about the application process, etc., Councilor Sciarra related. If 
people feel comfortable relating their story to a councilor rather than drafting a letter, they are 
welcome to give the information to a councilor for referral to her. 
 
Recommendations from individual councilors were accepted as part of the process of appoint-
ment of the Charter Review Committee and the committee formed to recommend formulas for 
funding stormwater management services, Councilor Dwight pointed out. It is not unprecedented. 
However, under council rules, the council president is the sole person designated to make 
committee appointments of the council, not the council in toto, he reiterated. However, having 
recommendations from individual councilors is worth considering, he proposed. 
.  
She thought of every iteration, Councilor Sciarra confirmed. To be honest, she doesn’t want to 
feel she has to fit appointees into ward slots if there are otherwise qualified applicants who are 
either persons of color or have other relevant experience. 
 
As far as the NPRC, “I think we’re going in the right direction,” Councilor LaBarge said.  
 
She asked for clarification of other information. She has been getting phone calls asking why 
councilors went from a 15% cut down to 10% and why the decision was made prior to having a 
plan in place. She also asked Councilor Sciarra to clarify the number of police officers presently 
in the academy who will not be coming to Northampton due to the budget cut and how many 
police officers are leaving the department. She is hearing different figures on that, she said.  
 
Councilor Sciarra emphasized that what is presently on the floor is the resolution in support of the 
joint commission, not the budget or past votes. 
 
Residents are asking why the council is forming a commission when it has already eliminated 
police officers, Councilor LaBarge persisted. Why are we doing this commission? She asked. 
 
Councilor Dwight recommended Councilor LaBarge address information requests directly to the 
mayor. It is out of order in that it is not an agenda item, he advised. He cautioned everyone to 
make sure issues they are discussing are pertinent and relevant to the item under discussion. 
 
While the NPRC document says the review process will be determined by each appointing 
authority, what he is hearing is essentially that the council president will decide that review 
process, Councilor Jarrett observed. Is that correct? He asked. 
 
Councilor Sciarra said she doesn’t know, the AG’s office will tell her.  
 
Councilor Jarrett asked how the two councilors would be chosen to serve on the commission. 
 
She will choose them, Councilor Sciarra confirmed. 
 
He is glad the council is voting on this now, Councilor Jarrett volunteered. In the future, he thinks 
it needs to be clear from the beginning that the council will vote to establish something like this. 
The rules say the council president appoints standing and select committees but there’s nothing 
in the rules about joint commissions, so he thinks it is fair to talk about it. 
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To be clear, according to the charter, “The president shall appoint all members of committees of 
the city council, whether special or standing,” Councilor Dwight quoted. “The president shall have 
the same powers to vote upon measures coming before the city council as any other member of 
the city council. The president shall perform any other duties consistent with the office that are 
established by charter, ordinance or other vote of the city council.”   
 
That said, he thinks the council president is working very hard to be as inclusive as possible and 
to solicit input from as many avenues as possible, Councilor Dwight reflected. 
 
Formation of the committee has been fast, but it was in response to public outcry and prolonged 
debate relative to the issue of policing in Northampton, he continued. “We are in extraordinary 
times moving in an extraordinary timeline with an extraordinary amount of responsibility and 
pressure,” he acknowledged. There’s no ambiguity about who is the appointing authority. 
 
That is the sort of clarification he felt he needed to understand the process, Councilor Jarrett 
responded. 
 
Councilor Sciarra commented that while she accepts and honors the responsibility, she doesn’t 
relish it since she is a collaborative person and likes to work collaboratively. She would rather 
work with other people and have a collaboration but she may not legally be allowed to do so. 
 
Like all councilors, Councilor Quinlan said he has received comments and emails challenging the 
idea of the commission and anticipating what the findings of the commission may be. They do 
have a lot of information but they don’t know how that information applies to the city specifically. 
Accountability is going to be really important in this, he agreed. Six and then seven councilors 
were very comfortable with the budget cut to the police department, which shows that looking at 
how the city provides social/emergency services is something the council already takes seriously. 
He is hoping the commission will gain the trust of the community. He does support the 
commission as he said June 4th when they talked about it for the first time. 
 
Councilor Jarrett said he very much appreciates the work the mayor and council president have 
done to incorporate their suggestions and is going to support the resolution. He doesn’t think they 
are going to get much done with a strong mayor form of government without a joint commission. 
That being said, historically, commissions of this sort do not have a very good track record.  
 
He raised the possibility of offering stipends for service to allow more people to participate. He 
understands the issue of compensation for volunteer work is a larger conversation. In his work 
with the housing partnership, members explored the idea of a civic participation grant involving 
partnering with a local nonprofit to give grants to qualified participants. He is interested in 
exploring this. If anyone is interested in working with him, please contact him. 
 
Councilor Maiore said she is glad they are voting on this and respects the work of the mayor and 
council president in forming the commission. However, after spending two meetings thoughtfully 
amending the commission document, it doesn’t sit right with her to vote on it seemingly ‘after the 
fact.’ She said she would respectfully abstain from the vote.  
 
She appreciates Councilor Quinlan’s comments about accountability. At this point, she is quite 
hopeful about what the commission can accomplish and is committed to helping it succeed 
whether in a formal or informal role. 
 
Councilors LaBarge and Nash both expressed enthusiastic support.  
 
Councilor Sciarra called the motion to approve the resolution in first reading to a vote, and it 
passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one abstention (Councilor Maiore). 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to suspend the rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Foster 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the resolution in second reading. Councilor Dwight 
seconded. The motion passed 8:0 by roll call vote with one abstention (Councilor Maiore). 
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The following resolution passed two readings: 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
 

 
Consent Agenda 
 

 
Consent Agenda 
Councilor Sciarra reviewed the items on the consent agenda.  
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor LaBarge seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
The following items were approved as part of the consent agenda: 
A. Minutes of June 3, 2020 Budget Hearing and June 25, 2020 Special Meeting 
B. 20.084 Applications for Junk Dealer Licenses - Richard and Sharon Huntley and Norman 

E. Menard 
Renewal Licenses for the following: 
 
Richard & Sharon Huntley, 254 Easthampton Road 
Petitioner: Richard Huntley 
 
Norman E. Menard, 25 Garfield Avenue 
Petitioner: Norman E. Menard 
C. 20.085 Petitions for Annual Second Hand Dealer Licenses 
Renewal Licenses for the following: 
Antiques Corner, 81 Loudville Road 
Petitioner: Louis M. Farrick 
 
Cancer Connection Thrift Shop, 375 South Street 
Petitioner: Christine Quinn 
 
The Family Jewels, 56 Green Street 
Petitioner: Richard J. Stone  
 
Norman E. Menard, 25 Garfield Avenue 
Petitioner: Norman E. Menard 
 
Sassy Pants Vintage & Used Clothing, 2 Conz Street, Unit 2 
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Petitioner: Kathleen Monolongoski 
 
Urban Exchange, 233 Main Street 
Petitioner: Silvia Naumburger 
D. 20.086 Application for Business Owner's Permit - Jeffrey D. Miller, Cosmic Cab 

Company 
E. 20.097 Appointments to Various Committees - for referral to City Services Committee 
Board of Registrars 
Daniel Polachek, 335 South St., Northampton, MA 
Term:  April 2020-March 2023 
Reappointment 
 
Downtown Business Architecture Committee 
Aelan Tierney, 30 Francis St., Northampton, MA 
Term:  July 2020-June 2023 
Reappointment 
 
Human Rights Commission 
Booker Bush, MD, 119 Pine St., Florence, MA 
Term:  July 2020-June 2023 
Reappointment 
 
License Commission  
Helen Kahn, 188 Federal St., Florence, MA 
Term:  July 2020-June 2026  
Reappointment 
 
Parks & Recreation Commission 
James Ryan, 56 Leonard St., Leeds, MA 
Term:  July 2020-June 2023 
Reappointment 
 

 
Recess for 
Committee on 
Finance Meeting 
 

 
At 9:07 p.m., the City Council recessed for the Committee on Finance. The Committee on 
Finance adjourned at 10:23 p.m. The City Council reconvened at 10:23 p.m. 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(on 1st reading 
pending Finance 
review) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Orders (on 1st reading pending Finance review) 
20.083 An Order to Approve Issuance of Refunding Bonds - 1st reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Dwight seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Dwight 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.  
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Jarrett seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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20.083 Order to 
Approve Issuance 
of Refunding 
Bonds - 1st 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.087 Order to 
Approve 
Spending to 
Complete the 
Northview 
Subdivision - 1st 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.087 An Order to Approve Spending to Complete the Northview Subdivision - 1st 
reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Maiore seconded.  
 
Councilor Dwight disclosed for the record that he has an interest as an abutter since he is on the 
board of the Conway School of Landscape Design, which owns adjacent property. He does not 
have a financial interest and would like to retain his right to vote. 
 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to suspend the rules to allow a second reading. Councilor LaBarge 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.  
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Dwight seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 



July 9, 2020 City Council Minutes  Approved August 20, 2020 

222 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.088 Order to 
Authorize 
Payment of Prior 
Year Bills - 1st 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.088 An Order to Authorize Payment of Prior Year Bills - 1st reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Quinlan seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend the rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Dwight 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.  
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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20.089 Order to 
Authorize FY2021 
Intermunicipal 
Agreements - 1st 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.089 An Order to Authorize FY2021 Intermunicipal Agreements - 1st reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Dwight 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.  
 
Councilor Quinlan moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor LaBarge seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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20.090 Order to 
Appropriate 
$90,000 from 
Stabilization for 
Health and Safety 
Improvements to 
Treasurer-
Collector Office - 
1st reading 
20.091 Order to 
Accept Gift of 
Labor and 
Materials to 
Repair Grave of 
George Hodestia - 
1st reading 
20.092 Order to 
Accept Gift of 
Plaque for Grave 

 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.090 An Order to Appropriate $90,000 from Stabilization for Health and Safety 
Improvements to Treasurer-Collector Office - 1st reading 
20.090 was withdrawn per the request of the sponsor, Mayor Narkewicz. (See email attached to 
master version of the minutes.) 
 
 
 
 
 
20.091 An Order to Accept Gift of Labor and Materials to Repair Grave of George Hodestia 
- 1st reading 
20.092 An Order to Accept Gift of Plaque for Grave of Basil Dorsey - 1st reading 
20.093 An Order to Accept $3,000 Gift from Ruggles Center for Park Street Cemetery 
Gravestone Repairs - 1st reading 
20.094 An Order to Accept Gift up to $100,000 to Replace Fencing at Bridge Street 
Cemetery - 1st reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to take orders 20.091, 20.092, 20.093 and 20.094 as a group. Councilor 
Jarrett seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
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of Basil Dorsey - 
1st reading 
20.093 Order to 
Accept $3,000 
Gift from Ruggles 
Center for Park 
Street Cemetery 
Gravestone 
Repairs - 1st 
reading 
20.094 Order to 
Accept Gift up to 
$100,000 to 
Replace Fencing 
at Bridge Street 
Cemetery - 1st 
reading 
20.095 Order for 
FY2020 Budget 
Transfers - 1st 
reading 
 

Councilor Dwight moved to approve orders 20.091, 20.092, 20.093 and 20.094 as a group in first 
reading. Councilor Quinlan seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
See minutes of August 20, 2020 for second reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.095 An Order for FY2020 Budget Transfers - 1st reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The 
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to suspend the rules to allow a second reading. Councilor Thorpe 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.  
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Maiore seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Financial Orders 
(in 2nd reading) 
20.068 Order to 

 
Financial Orders (in 2nd reading) 
20.068 An Order to Appropriate Balance of Bond Premium for Replacement Doors for 
SVAHS Building A - 2nd reading 
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Appropriate 
Balance of Bond 
Premium for 
Replacement 
Doors for SVAHS 
Building A - 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.069 Order to 
Authorize 
Borrowing 
$640,000 for New 
Fire Truck - 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.070 Order to 
Appropriate $1.22 
Million from 
Capital 
Stabilization for 
Various Capital 
Projects - 2nd 
reading 
 
 

Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.069 An Order to Authorize Borrowing $640,000 for New Fire Truck - 2nd reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Dwight seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.070 An Order to Appropriate $1.22 Million from Capital Stabilization for Various Capital 
Projects - 2nd reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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20.071 Order to 
Appropriate 
$25,000 from 
Cemetery Trust 
and Income for 
Cemetery 
Restorative Work 
- 2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.071 An Order to Appropriate $25,000 from Cemetery Trust and Income for Cemetery 
Restorative Work - 2nd reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Dwight seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
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20.072 Order to 
Appropriate 
$46,000 from PEG 
Access and Cable 
Related Fund to 
IT for Various 
Projects - 2nd rdg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.073 Order to 
Reprogram 
$75,908 from 
MSBA School 
Projects to 
SVAHS Gym 
Lockers - 2nd rdg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
20.072 An Order to Appropriate $46,000 from PEG Access and Cable Related Fund to IT for 
Various Projects - 2nd reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor LaBarge seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled: 
 
20.073 An Order to Reprogram $75,908 from MSBA School Projects to SVAHS Gym 
Lockers - 2nd reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.074 An Order to Reprogram Ryan Road School Cafeteria Funds to NPS Projects - 2nd 
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20.074 Order to 
Reprogram Ryan 
Road School 
Cafeteria Funds 
to NPS Projects - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.075 Order to 
Purchase Land 
on Boggy 
Meadow Road to 
Add to the Broad 
Brook-Fitzgerald 
Lake Greenway - 
2nd reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Thorpe seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.075 An Order to Purchase Land on Boggy Meadow Road to Add to the Broad Brook-
Fitzgerald Lake Greenway - 2nd reading 
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Quinlan seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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20.078 Order to 
Authorize King 
Street Corridor 
Improvements 
Right of Way 
Acquisition - 2nd 
reading 
 
 
 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 
20.078 An Order to Authorize King Street Corridor Improvements Right of Way Acquisition 
- 2nd reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Quinlan seconded. 
 
Mayor Narkewicz said he needed to request an amendment to the order. As mentioned at the 
last meeting, the city is purchasing some right-of-way easements while others are being donated. 
City officials have not been able to finalize and verify the donation from Cumberland Farms. 
Because of the required paperwork for MassDOT and an abundance of caution, he wants to 
amend the order as well as the Order of Taking to revert back from a donation to a purchase of 
this easement so as not to delay the project. He had to go through the company’s corporate 
chain of command and was not able to secure final approval in time.  
 
The amendment requested is changing the total sum from $215,500 to $229,700, reflecting the 
$14,200 difference, which is the appraised value of the Cumberland Farms temporary easement.  
 
It is also necessary to change the Order of Taking page 14 (Exhibit B11) to change the amount of 
damages from $0 to $14,200. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to amend the order to change the sum from $215,500 to $229,700 and 
to amend the Order of Taking to change the amount of damages awarded on Exhibit B11 from $0 
to $14,200. Councilor Quinlan seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor Sciarra called the motion to approve the order as amended to a vote, and it passed 
unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
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The following order passed two readings: 

 
Passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Orders 
 

 
Orders 
None 
 

 
New Business 
 

 
New Business 
None 
 

 
Information 
(Charter 
Provision 2-7) 
& Study Requests  
 

 
Information (Charter Provision 2-7) and Information Study Requests  
None 

 
Motion to Adjourn 

 
Upon motion made by Councilor Dwight and seconded by Councilor Jarrett, the meeting 
was adjourned at 10:52 p.m. The motion carried unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Attest:                                                     Administrative Assistant to the City Council 
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NORTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL  
PUBLIC COMMENT RECORD SHEET 

July 9, 2020 

The Northampton City Council opened the floor to public comment at 7:01 p.m. 

                        NAME  ADDRESS  SUBJECT  

 Laurie Loisel  Ward 3   dismantling white supremacy is the hardest thing they will ever  
 do; focusing on police alone is myopic. Endorses plan to rethink policing, asked to paint BLM slogan on city street  
 Jose Adastra  Northampton  was born into drug cartel; U.S. drug system protects drug dealers 
 His family has been bribing the police since before he was born; U.S. police are international death squad.  
 Letitia Willette   Northampton  maybe they could do a training (for police?)   
        
 Karen Sullivan  Ward 1   NPRC should not have any mandates around reduction until 
after thorough review; only 0.02% of calls resulted in use of force by NPD and only 0.29% of cases against non-whites   
 Jonathan Wright  91 Olander Drive re: NKS roundabout; proposing to disrupt history over a case of   
    traffic safety; asking to pause on well-organized properly-planned project  
 Mark Devlin  River Valley Co-op VP  over 54,000 have signed petition to conduct further study of rare 
archeological site at corner of Hatfield St./Rt. 5 & 10 eligible for registry of historic sites; looking for cc leadership to protect 
 Natalia Munoz   Holyoke   former chair of HRC; dismayed by criticism and treatment of  
       NPD; chief’s first stop after appointment was HRC 
 Greg Skibiski  Northampton  father life-long preservationist and former chair of Historic N’hamp  
Site eligible for listing in National Register of Historic Places; slated for full destruction; add report to cc public record   
 Daniel Cannity    Ward 4   cutting NPD budget 1st step; 10% wouldn’t even cover damages 

in Eric Matlock police misconduct case; every 28 hours black man killed in US by police or security guard 
 Jesse Hassinger  Northampton  Karen Sullivan #’s skewed; out of 84 use of force in 2019, 13 
against blacks, 15.5% altho only 3% N’hamp residents are black; not a personal attack on NPD but policing institution 
 John Skibiski  Northampton  asked mayor and cc city’s position on preservation of 10,000-  

year old Native American site on Hatfield Street; 54,000 signed petition calling to preserve 
 Amy Francaes   Ward 4   endorsed comments of Dan Cannity and Jesse Hassinger;.  
       refuted claims of Karen Sullivan 
 Mac Godinez  Ward 2   seeking clarity on appointment process of proposed commission 
        
 Elliot Oberholtzer Easthampton  read statement from Nitmuck nation. Mr. Skibiski does not repre-
sent tribes. Skibiski suing for return of artifacts removed; if cc takes position, would like it to support Nitmuck interests   
 Summer Cable     re: NKS historic site; publicity puts site in harm’s way. Are some  
       who loot archeological sites; locations usually kept private 
 Rowan Luftan   Ward 6   has unanswered questions of mayor and police chief  
        
 Alex Dichon     echoed comments of Dan, Rowan, etc.; supports defunding  
       police, approves 10% cut 
 Annie Wood  Ward 3   commission bureaucratic measure to divert cause to defund 
police; personally witnessed police brutality 2x, Limoges and Kevin Cook during wellness check, pepper-spraying minors 
 Richard Aslin  Northampton  small neighborhood in Village Hill; Kent Pekoa and son began 
liquidating assets causing flooding and property damage and leaving residents in legal limbo. Asking city to step in. 
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NORTHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL  
PUBLIC COMMENT RECORD SHEET 

July 9, 2020 

                        NAME  ADDRESS  SUBJECT  

 Orianna Riley  Ward 3    re: resolution for NPRC echoed words of Dan, Jesse, Rowan, 
etc. Feels missing point. We clearly told you we don’t support commission; we don’t want reform, we want abolition  
 Sascha   Easthampton  cannot make a plan to create alternatives to the police unless 
       first defund the police 
 Gillian Love   Ward 4   disappointed with cc decision to move forward with commission  
focused on reform as reform ineffective. Want select committee because feel BIPOC voices will be focused on more. 
 Ezekiel Baskin  Northampton   re: reallocation. Mayor hasn’t yet put forward financial orders for 
$ to social services, etc. Referred to order to appropriate $90,000 for health & safety improvements to collector’s office. 
               

               

                 

               
 
               

               

               

               

               
 
               
        
               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               


