The Northampton Planning Board
Minutes of Meeting
Feb 8, 2021
Via Zoom Teleconference
Members Present:
George Kohout, Chair
R
Alan Verson, Vice Chair
R
Marissa Elkins
R
Sam Taylor
Janna White
R
Christa Grenat
R
Melissa Fowler
R
Chris Tait, Associate Member
R
David Whitehill, Associate Member
R

Time

Staff:
R
R

Planning Director, Wayne Feiden
Assistant Director, Carolyn Misch

Joint Public Hearing with City Council Committee on Legislative Matters (Councilors
Dwight, Sciarra, Thorpe, Maiore) to continue discussion on the two-family by right
package of ordinances.
7:00 PM Bill Dwight and George Kohout opened Public Comment, Noting that the hearing was
closed, but they would take some comment until 7:30.
The Boards discussed the relevance of the standard in the tree replacement provisions for
significant trees and whether it should be applicable to every ordinance.
Kristen Sykes noted that she lives in Northampton and is in favor of the ordinance. She stated
that she has to move to Holyoke because she cannot find housing she can afford.
Bill Ryan, Federal Street referenced his email to councilors about too much density in
neighborhoods.
Bucky Sparkle, Leeds voiced support for the ordinance.
Randy Sailer, spoke in favor of the ordinance amendments.

Johnny Scarborough , Florence stated his agreement with Debra Berkuvitz.
Public Comment was closed.
Alan Verson voiced his concern about affordability of housing in Northampton. He suggested
that this could be addressed by requiring a cap on the unit size.
He suggested a straw poll regarding a size cap.
The Committees discussed a 1200 square foot cap.
Chris Tati suggested that the number seemed arbitrary and that perhaps there could be a special
permit for larger size.
Marissa Elkins stated opposition to a cap and that any size limit would be arbitrary and that
zoning already constrains what can be done. Site plan review is a burden in itself.
David Whitehill suggested we look at bulk standards or floor area ratio..He also voiced concern
bout including fossil fuel free infrastructure systems into zoning, since it was the wrong place for
it.
Upon motion by Melissa Fowler and second by Janna White, the Board voted 5-2 by roll call
(Alan Verson and Christa Grenat voted against the measure) to recommend the ordinance to full
council as amended and with Ordinance 21.169 removed.

Legislative Matters committee voted to recommend 4-0 all ordinances as presented.
9: 40 PM. Upon motion by Marissa Elkins and second by Melissa Fowler, the Board voted
unanimously by roll call to adjourn.
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