
CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 
In the City Council, March 21, 2019 

Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra, Councilor Dennis Bidwell 
and Councilor James Nash 

 

R-19.032 Resolution in Support of the Act Committing to Higher Education the Resources to 
Insure a Strong and Healthy Public Higher Education System (CHERISH S.741, H.1214) 

 

WHEREAS, public education that is available to all students from pre-kindergarten through 
higher education is foundational to our democracy; and 
WHEREAS, all of our students, no matter where they live or study, deserve access to an 
affordable public college or university; and 

WHEREAS, the Higher Education Finance Commission’s 2014 report found that when inflation 
is taken into account, the Commonwealth’s per-student funding for public higher education has 
declined by one-third since 2001; and 

WHEREAS, according to the New England Board of Higher Education, Massachusetts’ public 
higher education costs are the fastest rising in the nation, exceeding the maximum Pell Grant and 
increasing the gap that low-moderate income students need to make up with other loans or by 
burdening their families with debt; and  

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center found that in 2004 Massachusetts 
public university students graduated with some of the lowest debt in the country, but by 2016 
that had flipped to the country’s tenth highest debt at a little over $30,000 a year, impoverishing 
students and families and preventing many from completing their degree programs; and 

WHEREAS, according to the National Center for Education Statistics’ Baccalaureate & Beyond 
longitudinal survey, the vast majority of students who attend our public colleges and universities 
live and work in Massachusetts after they graduate, contributing their knowledge and skills to 
our economy and our communities; and  

WHEREAS, the Higher Education Finance Commission found in 2014 that our public colleges 
and universities are underfunded by more than $500 million a year; and 
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