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FLAG POLICY OF THE CITY OF NORTHAMPTON

PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for: (1) the exhibition of the flag of the United States of America,
the flag of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the flag of the City of Northampton from
City buildings and flagpoles located on City-owned or controlled property, and (2) the
display of flags or banners that in, on or above public ways, (3) the display of ceremonial
flags, (4) banners attached to poles within the public way and, (5) such other flags or
banners as the Mayor, in the Mayor’s sole discretion, shall be displayed in order to convey
the official message of the government of the City (collectively “Flags” or “Flag Locations”)

POLICY
Flags shall, fo the extent applicable, be displayed in accordance with Federal and State

statutes and regulations, including but not limited to: United States Code, Title 4, Chapter 1
and 36 U.S. Code § 902; the Federal “Our Flag” publication of the Congress, House Document
No. 96-144; Chapter 2, Sections 6 and 6A of the Massachusetts General Laws; Chapter 264,
Section 5 of the Massachusetts General Laws; 950 CMR 34.00 et seq.; and this Policy.

In adopting this policy, the City of Northampton, by and through its Mayor, declares that Flag
Locations are not intended to and do not serve as a forum for free expression by the public,
but rather as a nonpublic forum for the display of governmental and nongovernmental Flags
authorized by the Mayor, either as required by law or as an expression of the official
governmental speech and policy sentiments of the City of Northampton.

STANDARDS

A. Federal, State and City Flags
1. Flags shall be flown in the following order of precedence: First, the United States flag;

second, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts flag; third, the flag of the City of
Northampton, and fourth the POW/MIA flag or other commemorative flag approved by

the Mayor in the Mayor’s sole discretion.

2. Flags shall be flown on Flag Locations on such federal, state, or local holidays as
the Mayor, in the Mayor’s sole discretion, deems advisable.



3. The Mayor may order Flags to be lowered to half-staff on such occasions as the
Mayor, in the Mayor’s sole discretion, may determine.
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