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R-24.153  
A RESOLUTION In Support of Massachusetts State Ballot Question 4 To Decriminalize Natural 

Psychedelics For Therapeutic Use 

Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Northampton in City Council assembled, as 
follows: 

WHEREAS nearly one in three Massachusetts adults struggles with mental health 
challenges; and 
 
WHEREAS pioneering research from respected institutions such as Johns Hopkins 
University and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute finds that natural psychedelics can be 
effective in managing treatment-resistant depression and other forms of mental illness; 
and 
 
WHEREAS the FDA recently granted psilocybin, one of the psychedelics, “breakthrough 
therapy” designation for treatment-resistant depression and major depressive disorder; 
and  
 
WHEREAS natural psychedelics have been found to treat severe forms of mental 
illness, including PTSD, OCD, anxiety, depression, end-of-life distress, and some forms 
of addiction; and 
 
WHEREAS The Northampton City Council unanimously passed R-21.207 A Resolution 
Decriminalizing Controlled Substance Possession As Well As Cultivation And 
Distribution Of Psychedelic Plants which supports the decriminalizing and regulation of 
psychedelic plants for therapeutic purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, ballot question 4 would decriminalize five naturally occurring psychedelic 
substances in the Commonwealth; and 
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