
City of Northampton  
    MASSACHUSETTS 
 
 
 

 
In the City Council,  
October 17, 2024  
 
Upon the Recommendation of Councilors Deborah Klemer and Rachel Maiore 
 

R-24.156 A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR PASSAGE OF QUESTION 2 TO REPLACE THE MCAS 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 

 

WHEREAS, access to a high-quality, publicly funded education is a guaranteed right written 
into the Massachusetts Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, the goal of public education is to teach students essential, foundational skills such 
as reading, writing and arithmetic, and to develop critical thinkers, engaged citizens and lifelong 
learners; and 

WHEREAS, the bedrock of the Commonwealth’s outstanding public education system is strong, 
statewide standards that are uniform throughout our public schools; and  

WHEREAS, Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) is a set of statewide 
standardized tests that all public school students and that Massachusetts State law requires that 
high school students meet the Competency Determination (CD) standard in order to graduate, 
which requires a passing score on MCAS tests; and 

WHEREAS, the MCAS is significantly limited and not the best measure of how much students 
know and does not accurately and effectively measure whether students are meeting the 
Commonwealth’s standards and developing the skills they need to thrive after high school; and 

WHEREAS, the MCAS test will be replaced with other measures that more accurately evaluate 
whether students are meeting our strong, statewide standards and developing the skills they need 
to succeed in college, the workforce and beyond are educator-led assessments such as projects, 
papers, tests, group activities that are conducted throughout the school year; and 

WHEREAS, the MCAS would be used to identify areas where students need help rather than 
being the sole factor that determines a student’s future and ability to graduate; and 

 

 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXII/Chapter69/Section1d
https://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr30.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html
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