
 

 

 
 
In the City Council, February 6, 2025 
 
 
Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Deborah Klemer, Councilor Marianne 
LaBarge, and Councilor Rachel Maiore 
 

 
R-25.214 

A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR FULL SUPPORT OF THE HEALTHY INCENTIVES 
PROGRAM (HIP) 

 
WHEREAS, In Massachusetts, the Healthy Incentives Program (HIP) automatically 
applies to anyone who receives SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 
benefits and allows them to receive limited reimbursement when they purchase locally 
grown fruits and vegetables; and 
 
WHEREAS,  on December 1, 2024, the Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) cut 
HIP monthly benefits by at least 50% to $20 per household per month, regardless of 
household size from a variable $40 to $80 based on household size; and 
 
WHEREAS, HIP serves as a critical tool for nutritional well-being and in the fight against 
food insecurity and hunger, which is pronounced among low-income residents of 
Northampton and the Commonwealth, including children, families, seniors, and people 
with disabilities and chronic illness; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2024, nearly 200,000 households in the Commonwealth and 10% of 
households in Hampshire County benefitted from HIP through an increase in their 
access to healthy local farm foods, and nearly 300 Massachusetts farmers increased 
their income through HIP sales; and 
 
WHEREAS, HIP serves to decrease the estimated $2.4 billion in avoidable costs related 
to food insecurity and hunger in Massachusetts by increasing access to healthy foods; 
and 
 






