City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

In the City Council, April 17, 2025

Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Marissa Elkins and
Councilor Deborah Klemer

25.244 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF “AN ACT ESTABLISHING A CLIMATE CHANGE
SUPERFUND”

WHEREAS, oil and gas companies bear the responsibility for exacerbating the
climate crisis, and have consistently misrepresented the destructive impacts of
fossil fuel combustion on the global climate; and

WHEREAS, climate change poses multiple threats to the City of Northampton,
including extreme heat, flooding, poor air quality, and other extreme weather and
secondary impacts; and

WHEREAS, to adequately fund necessary climate adaptation and resilience
projects, Northampton requires funding at a scale beyond the reasonable
constraints of the City’s operating budget and will require external funding.

WHEREAS, in this legislative session, Bill H.1014/5.588, “An Act Establishing a
Climate Change Superfund” was filed; and

WHEREAS, if passed, this bill would establish a climate change superfund into
which the largest oil and gas companies would pay $75 billion over 25 years, with
each company’s share proportional to their contribution to global greenhouse gas
emissions between 2000 and 2018 and would provide the means for



25.244

Northampton and other cities like it to adapt to climate impacts more adequately,
equitably and meaningfully; and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation mandates that 40% of the funding be
allocated to projects benefiting environmental justice communities, while also
strongly encouraging adherence to prevailing wage laws and the utilization of
apprenticeship programs; now therefore be it

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Northampton City Council go on record in
support of H.1014 and $.588; “An Act Establishing a Climate Change Superfund”
to build polluter accountability and fund climate resilience.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Administrative Assistant to the
Northampton City Council forward a copy of this resolution to Governor Maura
Healey and Lt. Governor Kim Driscoll as well as to Northampton Mayor Gina-
Louise Sciarra and Northampton’s state Senator Joanne Comerford and state
Representative Lindsay Sabadosa.

In City Council, April 17, 2025
Adopted in Final Reading on Roll Call Vote of 9 Yes, 0 No, 0 Absent

Attest: g{&/“'lﬁ /{&{«5{'{;’ , Clerk of Council

Rules suspended, passed final reading and enrolled.
1 hereby certify that the above Resolution was adopted by the Northampton City Council on April 17, 2025

Per Charter Section 3-6, non-binding resolutions are not required to be presented te the Mayor for approval.

Attest: gm Z?j% + Clerk of Council
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